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Make (hristma

\ Revd | Brady.

{9 Many years ago the Christian Publicati h organisation (C.P.O.)

launched a Christmas campaign slogan wi still very relevant today. 'Make
“\ Christmas His Story ". You can still see the slogan on promotional wristbands,
P __posters and leaflets. In one sense Christmas is History. It is an historical
 event, Jesus was born and Christmas is a good time to remind everyone
St that there was a baby born in Bethlehem who changed the world. Who
was this historical person? How did he have such an impact upon the
world? These are important and challenging questions.

Some people are uneasy about public Christmas celebrations. Discussions about politically correct
nativity plays and 'winter' lights are becoming as seasonal as mistletoe and mince pies. Christians
are right to speak out against these petty actions but it is reassuring that the oversensitive brigade
are not winning the argument. Wise people of all religious beliefs, and none, increasingly appreciate
that it is divisive and harmful to all within our society to down play religion. Just because we believe
in the baby of Bethlehem does not mean it must be offensive to others. We are at risk from those
trying to create a society which believes in nothing.

Of course the main purpose of Make Christmas His Story campaign is to remind people the
reason for this season of celebration, presents and holidays, is the difference Jesus makes in our
lives today. The former Archbishop of Canterbury, the Right Rev Rowan Williams once summed it
up when he explained, "Christmas, for a Christian, tells us why people matter. They matter because
God took us seriously, seriously enough to get involved with our lives, to suffer with us and change
things. That's what | believe, that's what Christians believe and Christians exist because of that
belief, that's .our gift to the rest of the world."

Christmas is the greatest love story ever told, a story with the power to change lives for ever. Jesus
is the Saviour of the world and, if we believe it and trust him, we can rejoice and live life differently.

Let's not ignore His:Story this Christmas. The birth of the world's Saviour is the best possible
reason-for a‘massive celebration. Let's join the party!

Happy Christmas everyone.

lan

H Chappell, A Day All Age Worship in parish church

Revs | Brady & L Brady Holy Communion

Revs | Brady & L Brady Carol Service

Revs | Brady & L Brady Christmas Eve Communion, Christchurch
Revs | Brady & L Brady Christmas Day Communion, MANEA
Rev L Brady United Service, MANEA

Every Friday 2-3pm - Coffee, Cake and Chat in the Church building (not on 9th December)
Saturday 10th December, 10:00-12:00am, Coffee morning in Parish church - See Pg 4 for details
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Community Information

Mobile Libraryirst Friday each month
in the Lay-by Upwell Road 15:00 - 15:40

Mobile Post Office:

visits Mon - Thu in the Lay-by Upwell Road
Monday and Thursday 16:30 to 17:00
Tuesday and Wednesday 16:10 to 17:00
Fridays - no service

Dun Cow Meal Deadn aiternate

Wednesday lunchtimes-2 cour ses- f o
Pre-Booked places ONLY.
This monthds dates are

Pilates ClaSSGéiery Monday from 6.30 to

7.30 at Townley school, are beginning to take off,
numbers wise. The Core Conditioning Class, which
includes different exercise types to improve
posture, balance, strength and flexibility, is not
running at present, but it is hoped to start again
after Christmas. There are places still available, so
please call Marina on 01366 385987 if you are
interested in coming, or for more information. It is
suitable for all ages. It will run from 7.30 to 8pm
after Pilates, and wil/l

A Christmas Gift ideaat you might like

to consider - You now can arrange for your loved
ones living outside the area to get the Heron
delivered to their door for the whole year! An
annual subscription would make a great Christmas
present. A25 per year c(
postage and packing. Application form and details
are on the website www.theheron.info or from

AGl ynand Crown Road, Ch i

The WI December meeting 13th

December is to be an open meeting - Lesley
Beeton will be demonstratingon-A Ar r an g i
FIl owers for Christmas?o.
Coffee and Cake

Places must be booked in advanced, contact
President Peggy Warby 01354 638339

Brown Bin usersyou will have to sign up
and pay an annudlorciA8m6g {
early, ONLINE ONLY payment from 1st Dec to

9th Jan 2017) if you want to have your garden
rubbish collected after 3rd April 2017. From 10th
Jan 2017 you can pay at Fenland Shops & Hubs or
online www.fenland.gov.uk/gardenwaste

WAN T EDrbooks & bric-a-brac & cakes or any
thing we can sell at the coffee morning in the
church on the 10th December. Many thanks.
Wendy Yates

EDITORIAL :
It is with a great sadness, and a heavy heart that
I have to inform, those

know, of the death of Alan Russell. He passed
away on the morning of Friday 18th November.
Alan was a staunch supporter, and contributor to
rThe~ ro is column has been much loved over
the last few years, and he has done much behind

L the scenes to encourage others too. Our thoughts
 Pgecenss 1 engoprage oty 0

are with his wife Annette an t%ecrest of the family.
| shall miss our friendly chats. Alan really was a
mine of information. A really sad loss, especially
with Christmas so near and all.

So, another year nearly gone, and a new one just
around the corner! How did that all happen so fast?
Nice to have a Christmas Message from our newly
ensconced Vicar (page 2). Good news on some
hare-coursing arrests on page 25. But, sadly, no
Community Shop for the foreseeable future. Update
and survey results on page 15.
cHgveeyer, Igtssof ofghgrphrigtr@ag hgepwith
stories, and histories of Christmas traditions, and a
special Christmas Quiz from John Murray on page
9. Good news re future of Doddington Court and
ot her MIUG6s on page 13.

Messages are featured on page 14 along with some
news re John Batt-Rawden who moved out of the

D WlI&gE &yedr dF $o bavla Ignds< durltifats. Some
more news regarding Walking Football on page 27
perhaps an idea for those New Year resolutions???
iTshtemhwfclRouPE®4t Bé&lFe d s
sprinkling of festive spirit and fun...
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http://www.fenland.gov.uk/gardenwaste

L~ o?“f _ Abbreviations for commonly used venues:
'™, ) ‘TESS = Townley School, CCC = Christchurch Community Centre, (new Hall)

TH = Three Holes Village Hall, UH = Upwell Village Hall, WH = Welney Village Hall

If you have any important up and coming events let us know for inclusion here:

nd fiCake, Cof f eParislaGhurch 28pet All Welcome
#'ﬁe‘&”" Dole Distribution - 2-3pm - see page 5
Dec 2™ Mobile Library visits - Upwell Rd Lay-by 3-3:40pm
Dec 3" 60s/70s Disco - CCC - see opposite page
Dec 5" Pilates - 6:30-7:30pm-A6 ( mont hl y -dlans Green @185/ 63B378 -dS
Dec 6" Christchurch Craft Club - Christmas Surprise - bring nibbles - CCC - 7pm

Dec 10" Coffee Morning - Parish Church - 10:00-12:00am

Dec 12" Pilates - 6:30-7:30pm-A6 ( mont hl y -dans Green 01854 638378 -dS

Dec 12" Christchurch Parish Council Meeting - 7:30pm - CCC

Dec 13" WI - Open Meeting-Ar r anging Fl owers for Ch-7pmsGC@a s
Dec 15" HERON DEADLINE FOR JANUARY ISSUE

Dec 16" AfCake, Cof f eParisraGhurch 2-8pent All Welcome

Dec 19" Pilates - 6:30-7:30pm-A6 ( mont hl y -dlans Green @185/ 63B378 -dS

Dec 21° Christchurch Book Club - 7:30pm - Glynan - contact Sheila Day 07946635908

Dec 23" AfCake, Cof f eParisraGhulch -8pent All Welcome

Christmas S¢ vice times and location - see page 2

Please Note:
January Heron's

Parish Church

Coffee Morning

Saturday 10" December

Parish Church

deadline for

Various stalls  Cakes

copy and ads15th Dec [[EEStag.

Advertisers - all our advert rates and conditions can be found on our website www.theheron.info
Business advertisers can book series of six or 12 adverts, paid in advance. Small private ads are
charged by the word. Village fundraising events or personal announcements are usually free.

At the time of going to press, all information is as accurate and up to date as we can
make it. Changes and updates may be published subsequently. All information
contributed by outside agencies, including dates etc., will be assumed to be correct.


http://www.theheron.info

Letters to the Edito

Dear Richard.

Over the last few months | have had the
pleasure of working with the community shop
project group in Christchurch investigating
the possibility of opening a community shop
for the village. The group, led by Paul
Haresnape have left no stone unturned in
their investigations and | have been
extremely impressed with how detailed their
work has been. | have visited the village
on three occasions to discuss the project
and how we could consult with the village to
determine if the project was a viable
proposal.

A great deal of effort was put in by the

group to ensure the residents voices were
heard before the project progressed.

are probably aware the results of the survey
have led the group to put this project on

hold for the time being, but | wanted to
congratulate the team for all their efforts.
They have worked incredibly hard over the
last few months and have investigated every
avenue to determine if there was a viable
community shop project possible for the
village of Christchurch, sadly, at this time
the project appears undeliverable Z but well
done to everyone in the team, | am sure your
community are very grateful for all your

efforts.

Lisa Chambers

Community facilities development officer
Cambridgeshire ACRE

As you

UPWELL (Cambridge) CONSOLIDATED
CHARITY

I
I
I DOLE DISTRIBUTION

CHRISTCHURCH

FRIDAY DECEMBER 2nd 2016
2-3pm

CHRISTCHURCH
COMMUNITY CENTRE

Applicants must be of pension age
I and have lived in the parish for at
least 5 years
All applications to be made in
I person (lliness the only exception)

Christchurch Community Centrt

. \/ Invite
. @) you to a
g S B

£10 per ticket
Hot Food included
Fancy dress optional

Wine, Beer, Cider & S

Q

'

3° D 7.3Q

Dress to impre€stenner for the best outfit

For Tickets please contact Ruth on 01354 63841

Please join us for a good nighAll
proceeds are going towards our
Community Centre

Drinks available. Pleg
bring your own spiritg
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| T6S THAT TI ME OF
when we like to say BIG THANK YO0 all our
helpers and supporters; to all our writers,

Y E

delivery personnel and organisers, our various
benefactors, all our advertisers, and of course to

all of
YOU OUR READERS
May we take this opportunity during
the Festive Season
of thanking you all for your support throughout
2016 and hope that it will continue throughout
the forthcoming New Year
Wishing you a
very Merry Christmas and a
Happy and prosperous New Year

From The Heron Editorial Tea ¥

Suky Garlick

Thank you to everybody who sent me their good
wishes following my recent stay in hospital.
Every day sees some improvement.

Thank you again.

Suky Garlick

Olhos oo o o o o o = = =m0 sm ol



AR CLINGO

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Family Independant
Business
Private Chapel of Rest

Personal Attention

24 Hour Service
Full estimates given at all times

i Golden Charter

| Funeral Plans |

Pinfold House
St. Peter's Road
Upwell, Wisbech
Phone 01945 772502



