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Welney Wildlife and Wetland Trust held an unusual 

(for them) evening event on Saturday July 30th 

beginning at 8.00pm until 11.00pm. It was billed as a 

Bat & Barn Owl evening but we saw so much more 

besides. I went along with my stepdaughter Arianne 

and her fella Ryan. It really was the most fantastic 

evening of wildlife exploration. Specifically to study 

crepuscular creatures, like owls and badgers (who 

come out to hunt and feed at dusk, as opposed to 

nocturnal creatures, such as bats and moths, who 

are trully nocturnal and fly through the night until 

dawn), along with various species of bat; two 

varieties of pipistrelle, serotenes, and the much rarer 

and larger noctule. Apparently up to eight different 

species of bat frequent WWWT. 

We arrived a little before eight and the tables were 

already full of explorers busily dissecting owl pellets 

to see what theyôd been eating. I thought at first that 

Arianne and Ryan might be a little squeamish at this 

but no, we all got stuck in, discovering 

vole and shrew skulls and various 

other bones that we compared with 

those on our accompanying chart. 

One couple discovered eight skulls 

in one single pellet! Along with a 

mass of other bones. Real hungry 

owl that one! 

After about a half hour or so, once all 

the troops had gathered, our attention 

was drawn to a beautiful barn owl flying 

along the line of a dyke hunting 

out food for its three chicks. We 

were all provided with binoculars, 

some folks had brought along their own, and we 

could clearly see mother owl bringing home food in 

her talons. We watched several hunting trips before 

focusing on a couple of huge hares squatting in the 

long grasses surrounding the wetland pools. There 

was also a magnificent, and ever changing, sunset, 

along with some fantastic cloud formations in the óbig 

skyô.   

After our observations 

from the viewing platform 

we were all equipped with 

bat detectors and trekked 

off to one of the first hides 

we visited in the heart of 

the wetland. It was getting 

quite dark by then. We 

observed numerous 

waterfowl; Mute and Hooper swans, 

coots, crested grebes, black 

tailed godwit, and many more 

besides. Then one or two 

pipistrelles were spotted 

flying nearby, so it 

was bat 

detectors 

on! As 

we 

walked 

back to 

another hide we 

could see bats 

flying in and out of the tree line. I 

got the first loud ósquawkô on my bat detector and 

then others too. Arianne and Ryan quickly became 

very adept at tracking the bats in flight. I struggled to 

see them as the evening darkened but could 

certainly hear them on the bat detector. There was a 

group of bats focused around the long bridge over 

the river. A rich source of insects 

there no doubt! 

Finally, it was back to the main 

building where on another 

observation platform there was a 

large moth trap. These are made up 

of an intense bright light under a 

transparent canopy with a container 

beneath full of egg boxes. The moths are 

of course attracted by the light and 

eventually fall into the container beneath. 

By gently lifting out an egg box or two this 

makes for easy observation of numerous species of 

all shapes and sizes. Iôm afraid their names were all 

too numerous to recal. One even looked remarkably 

like a butterfly with its wings held vertically as they 

do. Talking of which one thing has always intrigued 

me about moths. If they like light so much ï why 

donôt they get up in the morning? 

WWWT is holding two more similar evening events 

on the 27th August and 24th September. We highly 

recommend a visit. All ages from about eight years 

old to ninety odd are catered for. The sessions run 

from 8.30pm to 11.00pm and cost £10 per adult and 

£5 per child, refreshments are provided. Do give 

them a try! We promise you wonôt regret it! Itôs an 

opportunity to observe many creatures first hand that 

you would not be able to enjoy on a daytime visit. 

Good Luck!  

Welney Wetlands Wildlife Walkabout - Richard Guilford 
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EDITORIAL 
Hi All! 

You know it occurred to me the other day that 

sometimes we are not particularly aware of all that 

goes on around us wildlife wise. For example, 

three years back I know we had a thriving 

hedgehog family in the garden, but with falling 

numbers nationally, I thought theyôd disappeared. 

But no! I spotted a huge mum in the garden just 

last week so theyôve probably been there all the 

time! I just hadnôt seen them! 

This prompted me, Ryan & Arianne to go along 

to the WWWTôs (Welney Wildfowl & Wetland 

Trust) special evening looking at bats, owls and 

moths. But we saw  much more besides. You can 

read all about our adventure on page 2 and there 

are more such events coming up over the next 

couple of months. Something not to be missed 

which caters for all ages. 

Some great news for the school and indeed the 

village as a whole, in a letter from Townleyôs 

Head, Maria, on page 5. A new star at the 

Churchôs cake, coffee and chat sessions on page 

4. Finally the awful slope at the end of the 

widened pavement in Upwell Road has been 

corrected. See page 8. Bake off finalist visits on 

the same page. More news on the Community 

Shop, page 9 and some great news from 

Christchurch Bowls Club on page 15. Then thereôs 

all the usual features plus one or two other 

interesting articles. 

So enjoy! Till next month! 

 

 

PS If you would like to see me completely bald; 

no beard, and no eyebrows; please see Macmillan 

fundraiser on page 25 where David Litton has also 

sacrificed his locks. 

Community Information 
Mobile Library: first Friday each month 
in the Lay-by Upwell Road 15:00 - 15:40  

Mobile Post Office:  
visits Mon - Thu in the Lay-by Upwell Road  

Monday and Thursday 16:30 to 17:00 

Tuesday and Wednesday 16:10 to 17:00 

Fridays - no service 

Community Centre Bookings are 

being taken by Sandra Kay on 01354 638478. 

There is a large hall with bar facilities, a smaller 

meeting room, a large kitchen accessible from both 

the above. It is equipped with sports changing 

rooms with showers and is available for private or 

village functions  

Dun Cow Meal Deal on alternate 

Wednesday lunchtimes - 2 courses for £5.50 -  

Pre-Booked places ONLY.  

This monthôs dates are 3rd, 17th and 31st Aug  

An Update - Jane Rees, Parish Clerk, due to 

strange circumstances, has had to change her 

phone number - new one is now on page 26  

Good News from our church -  
Daphne and Andrew tell us that our new priest, 

Revd Ian Brady, will be Licensed as Priest in 

Charge of Christchurch, Doddington with Benwick, 

Manea, Welney and Wimblington on Monday 5th 

September at St Maryôs Church Doddington at 

7.30pm. The Revd Lynda Brady will also be 

licensed as Associate Priest. 

The husband and wife team of Ian and Lynda will 

be in charge of six parishes so will be kept busy. 

They are currently living on the Isle of Man and 

when they move to us they will be living in the 

Rectory at Wimblington. 

Your views are sought - The Parish 

Council meeting on August 8th will have an 

agenda item on 'Highways issues' so if anyone has 

any issues with the roads, signage etc. please 

come and have your say!  

Upwell Road will be closed from 12th 

to 16th September - in two phases from the 

Sixteen Foot Bank Road to Ha'penny Toll Road, 

and from Ha'penny Toll Road to the village  

Speedwatch training evening for our 

volunteers will be Friday 12th August from 6.00pm 

till 7.00pm (approx) at The Old School, Church 

Road. Those involved; Peter Knight, Peter Owen, 

William Beswick, Sarah Craven, Colin Steenson, 

Richard Guilford, plus Simon Freeland, Ryan 

Christie, and Arianne Szpak!  

Hopefully, over time, we will be able to make a 

difference to vehicles speeding along the main drag 

from Upwell Road and along Church Road. 



 

 

The Heron Deadline 
The 25th of the previous month is the deadline for all copy. However, due to the amount of copy 

we are getting, if you leave it till then, we may not have space. So - AS EARLY AS YOU CAN 

DIARY DATES 
 

If you have any important up and coming events let us know for inclusion here:  

 

Aug 5
th Kath Goodwinôs funeral - Parish Church - 1:30pm 

Aug 5
th Mobile Library visits - Upwell Rd Lay-by 3-3:40pm 

Aug 8
th Christchurch Parish Council Meeting - 7:30pm - CCC 

Aug 9
th WI - Emmaus ï Lynn Watson - 7pm - CCC  

Aug 12
th ñCake, Coffee and Chatò  Parish Church 2-3pm - All Welcome  

Aug 16
th Garden Club - the history of the edible garden - Alison Sloane - 7pm - CCC 

Aug 18
th Playing with Boxes - Queen Mary Centre Wisbech - 10am-1pm FREE - see pg 19 

Aug 19
th ñCake, Coffee and Chatò  Parish Church 2-3pm - All Welcome  

Aug 23
rd Cambridgeshire/Peterborough Devolution with elected Mayor - consultation closes  

Aug 26
th ñCake, Coffee and Chatò  Parish Church 2-3pm - All Welcome  

Aug 27
th Welney WWT ñBat & Barn Owl eveningò - book ahead to secure place   

Aug 31
st Christchurch Book Club - 7:30pm - venue Pear Tree Farm Padgetts Rd 
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At the time of going to press, all information is as accurate and up to date as we can 
make it. Changes and updates may be published subsequently. All information 

contributed by outside agencies, including dates etc., will be assumed to be correct.  

Abbreviations for commonly used venues:   

TS = Townley School, CCC = Christchurch Community Centre, (new Hall) 

TH = Three Holes Village Hall, UH = Upwell Village Hall, WH = Welney Village Hall 

Aug 7
th 11am H Chappell, A Day  All Age Worship in Townley School  

Aug 14
th 9:30am Rev J Webb Holy Communion  

Aug 21
st 6:30pm Rev J Webb Evening Prayer  

Aug 28
th 11am B Hopkins  Morning Prayer  

Sep 4
th 11am H Chappell, A Day  All Age Worship in Townley School  

Parish Church Services 

Every Friday  2-3pm - except 5th Aug - Coffee, Cake and Chat in the Church building  

See announcement about new Priest-in-Charge in Community Information - page 3 

Cake Coffee and Chat - in the Parish Church is going right through 

the summer (not 5th Aug) and it is 

featuring a new cake maker! Morgan is 

Peter and Sue Normanôs grandson who 

is doing his Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

He goes to Downham Market Academy 

and has been working on his award for 

some months. The good news is that he 

has volunteered to make cakes and 

serve at the table and wash-up at the 

end. Why donôt you drop in on Friday 

afternoons at 2pm and taste his wares? Morgan does his stuff! Some of the cake and coffee consumers 


