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          We have started 2013 with a bang! Some of the worst weather has hit the 
region in decades, sparking scenes of winters gone by on regional news, showing 
frozen lakes and fields blanketed in snow. 
          Many of Christchurch’s older residents will remember these times all too well, 
and what better way to reminisce than to sit on a chilly afternoon, in front the fire with 
a hot cuppa, and get out the old photo album and find snow scenes from the past. 
Maybe even pass on a few to us here at The Heron, as we are always keen to show 
readers blasts from the past and local heritage.   
 
           In this cold and dangerous driving weather, I’m sure everyone in the village 
has realised what a boon having ‘The Little Local’ has been, without having to scrape 
the snow off the car, and risk an icy trip into town, all you need to do is don your 
wellies and a woolly hat, and you are only a few minutes walk from a fresh loaf and a 
pinta. 
 
           February brings us Pancakes and Roses, in the form of Shrove Tuesday and 
Valentines Day. So its time to stock up on lemons and sugar, write your card, and sit 
back and wait to see if the postman brings you news of a secret admirer. You never 
know, it might even be the start of something Big!!! Maybe a village summer wedding 
perhaps?! Who knows? 

 
Paul and Mandi 
 
Editors. 
 
 

( Photo by Keith Hill)  





  
 
 
 
 I would like to add to the 
comments of the Garlick family  
re the Christmas meal at the Dun 
Cow.   My thanks go to Debbie, 
Yaz, Jim and Mark who made it a 
very enjoyable time & worked 
hard to cook a marvellous lunch.  

   

 We moved into Christchurch in early July 2012 & are very happy to live here & we find 
the people very friendly & helpful  especially the managers of the Dun Cow who in our 
opinion go out of their way to make Christchurch such an enjoyable village to live in.  
 
Once again thank you the Dun Cow. 
 
Peter & Lindsay Owen 

 
 
 
 
 Sorry folks but we used common sense and cancelled our 
club meeting for January. 
 We will of course meet on Tuesday February 26th and the AGM will come first, and 
afterwards Peter who will be with us and his birds of Prey. Peter lives in Christchurch so we 
foresee a pleasant evening to be enjoyed by our members, plus any visitors who might like to 
join us for the interest these birds have, plus the ability to perform. 
     Time 6.45 p.m for  7 p.m start to AGM 
   (Programme for 2013 will be available, lots going on.) 
 
 Hope we see your cheeky faces soon. Keep warm, stay well, and be happy. 
 
‘Spring is coming, those bulbs are peaking through’ Any snowdrops required? 
Contact me on 01354 638024 
 
Please note:-  All Coach Trips, the garden club arrange, are for village folk and friends to 
enjoy. Pick-up in Christchurch. Note our very competitive prices. 

The Dun Cow Jan 2013, Photo by Keith Hill 



 
NEED TO ADVERTISE? 

 
ONLY NEED A ONE OFF OR  
SMALL PRIVATE ADVERT? 

 
WE CAN GIVE YOU A SMALL SPACE 

LIKE THIS FOR ONLY 10p PER WORD. 
 

EMAIL    
ADVERTS@THEHERON.INFO 

 
The Little Local 

 
Groceries and Newspapers, Fresh Bread, 

Fruit, Vegetables available. 
 

Open 7 days a week. 
 

  MON-FRI 7 am - 5.30 pm 
  SAT  8 am - 5.00 pm 
  SUN  9.30 am - 11.30 am 

 
Church Road, Christchurch. 

 
 
 

CHRISTCHURCH PARISH LUNCH 2013 
  
 

The Annual Parish Lunch will take place on Sunday 24 February 2013 at 1.00pm, in the  
Memorial Hall.   

  
If you or your partner live in the Parish, are aged 61 or over and have not received an  

invitation and would like to attend, please contact either of the following Committee  
Members:- 

  
 Ruth Chamberlain  638454 

  
 Jackie Albutt  638350 

  
Transport can be arranged if required. 

 
GARAGE WANTED FOR SHORT 

TERM RENTAL 
 

MUST HAVE POWER AND LIGHT  
TO UNDERTAKE MAJOR REPAIRS TO 

CAR 
  

CONTACT MARTIN 01354 638150 

 



CHRISTCHURCH  WOMEN’S INSTITUTE NEWS 
 

 
Minutes of the Monthly WI Meeting held in the Pavillion 

on Tuesday  January 8th 2013 
 

 
 The President welcomed members to our fish and chip supper held in conjunction with 
member’s night. 
 Apologies were received from Connie who remains in hospital. 
 Minutes were signed and finance was given. 
 Yearly subscriptions were collected during the evening and programmes for the coming 
year were given out. 
 
Forthcoming Events 
 The Birthday Dinner will be held at the Lamb and Flag on April 9th (6 for 6.30) 
Whilst the evening will be held  at Tracy’s on Wednesday 13th February at 6.30. All 
participants need to bring a raffle prize. 
 The Heritage Archive meeting will be held at The Limes on Tuesday January 15th at 
7p.m. 
 Disposal of some W.I. items, currently in storage, will be decided at the next meeting 
when a decision will be made as to whether  they are still needed. 
 
Birthdays 
 Beryl Brooks 
 
 Fish and Chips were then served to 
members followed by desserts of trifle or fruit 
crumble which were made by Val and Peggy. 
We then had a quiz devised by Kath which 
proved to be both thought provoking and 
enjoyable. 
 
Competition Results : Words from “Fish and 
Chips” 
Kath 5, Margaret S 4, Tracy 4, Sandra L 3, 
Belinda 3, Val 3, Alma 2, Doris t, 2 
 
Next Month: Farming – Ken Goodger.   
 
Competition – A Perfume Bottle 
 
Raffle Prize Rota: Florrie, Doris T Rolfe, Doris 
W Rolfe, Margaret S. 
 
Wendy thanked Peggy on behalf of members 
for the work she had done to make the 
evening so enjoyable.  
 
Peggy Warby 
President 



 
 
 

CHRISTCHURCH CRAFT CLUB 
 

 No meeting of the craft club met in January but the next meeting 
due on the 5th February 2013 has the theme of ‘Bring and make’ or ‘Valentines Card’.   
              
 Why not come along and join us - everyone is welcome, no matter where your interest 
in craft lies.  
 We try our hands at a variety of crafts and also hold ‘bring and make’ sessions whereby 
members bring their own projects in to share with us.   
 Entrance is £1.00 plus 50p for raffle and 20p for refreshments.  Please come and join us 
you don’t have to come to every meeting!  Meetings are held on the first Tuesday in the 
month, starting at 7.30 pm in the Memorial Hall. 
 
  
For more information ring Wendy on 01354 638448.  
 
Wendy Yates 

 

LOCAL HAIRDRESSER 
 

Fully qualified in all aspects of  

hairdressing including:- 

*~*CUTS *~* 

  *~*COLOURS ~PERMS *~* 
 

Wella and Tigi Bed Head  

products used. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Julie on 
 

 

07766558081 / 01354638768 
 

17 YRS SALON EXPERIENCE 

 

Wiz‐by maintenance 

 

 

 

 

Maintenance &  

building services 
 

No job to big or small we do them all 

Christchurch and surrounding villages                      

Free quotes call Adam or Carly:  

07715308173 / 07543351918 

Website:www.wiz‐bymaintenance.co.uk 



Christchurch Flower Festival 2013 
 

There will be a meeting to arrange this year’s Flower Festival 
 

Monday 25th February at 7pm 
 

In the Parish Church 
 
 If you are interested in arranging flowers, helping with stewarding the church 
during the festival, selling raffle tickets or helping to serve light refreshments, a warm 
welcome awaits you. It is a very busy weekend, but enjoyable with a purpose of raising 
money for our church.  

 
If you can spare 1 hour of your time to help, it would be very much appreciated. 

 
If you are interested and cannot attend the meeting please contact 

 
Margaret Sparrow – 01354 638663 
Daphne Symons – 01354 638352 



Opening Hours: 
 
Monday to Thursday 
6 pm to 10 pm 
 

Friday 
6 pm to 12 am 
 

Saturday 
6 pm to 12 am 
 

Sunday 
12 pm to 10 pm 
 

Bank Holiday 
5 pm to 10 pm 

Food being served : 
 
Monday  
Closed 
 

Tuesday grill night 
7pm to 9pm 
 

Wednesday/Thursday 
Closed 
 
 

Saturday 
6 pm to 8 pm 
 

Sunday 
1 pm & 3 pm sittings 
booking advisable  

The Dun Cow 
 

Tel: 01354 638323 
 

Grill night - Tuesdays 
8oz steak and chips  

Or 2 pork loins and chips  
or gammon and chips  

or chicken breast and chips  
Only £6.95  

 
          Upcoming events  

Thanks to all to all of you that have supported us, it is very much appreciated . 

 
 

 



 
SANDRA & BARRY KAY 

 
Soft Furnishings, Curtains, 
 Loose Covers, Bedspreads, 

Hard and Soft Pelmets 
 

All hand made to order 
using your own fabrics 

Fitting Service 
Tracks and Poles supplied 

 
Conservatory, Roof Blinds 

Specialist 
 

All types of Blinds fitted 
 

Tel: Sandra 01354 638478 
   Barry 07967 818364 

Magnolia Massage Therapy  
Complimentary Therapist 

  
Mobile Massage and Indian Head Massage 

Service based in Christchurch. 
  

Prices start at £10 for a 15 minute Indian 
Head Massage or £10 for a 15 minute Back 

and Shoulders massage delivered in your own 
home. 

  
Gift tokens available. 

  
Why not arrange a girls night in and have a 

pampering party?  
  

Fully qualified and insured masseur - member 
of the Federation of  Holistic Therapists. 

  
Please contact Caroline on 07833513245 or 
01354 638880 or  have a look at my website 

for further information  
Magnoliamassagetherapy.co.uk  

 
 

Maximise the  enjoyment of 
your home 

 
with the professional help of 

 

Brimstone 
Garden Design Services 

 
Design . Development . Maintenance 

Traditional and Modern Garden Styles 
Formal . Cottage . Oriental . Organic 

 
Contact Cliff for free advice 

 
01354 638 217     078 080 78518 
cliff@brimstonegardendesign.com 

 
 



 
PAUL BRAYBROOKE 

OIL FIRED BOILER ENGINEER 
 

BOILER SERVICING 
 

BREAKDOWN SERVICE 
 

OIL TANKS REPLACED 
 

Telephone 01353 777788 
Mobile 0794 6735691 

 
 
 

A. R. CLINGO 
Funeral Director 

 
 

Business 
Incorporating 

ROLAND SINGLETERRY,  
CHRISTCHURCH 

 
 

PINFOLD HOUSE, UPWELL 
Telephone WISBECH 772502 

 
 

Private Chapel of Rest   
 24-Hour Service to all areas 

 
Beauty Treatments 

By 
Jane 

 
N.V.Q. – i.b.d. – Babtac 

 
LCN Microdermabrasion  

Facials 
 

St.Tropez Spray tanning 
Gel pedicures 

Shellac manicures 
Week-end & semi permanent  

eyelashes 
 

Rose Cottage, 
Christchurch 

Telephone: 01354  638378 



 
 
 
 
 

TOWNLEY  SCHOOL 
Christchurch, Wisbech, Cambs. PE14 9NA 

 
Email: office@townley.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.townleyschool.org.uk                                                 Tel/Fax: 01354 638229 
 

  

 

Remembrance Assembly  
 

 
The School are taking part in the Big School Bird 
Watch and have started by making their own bird 
feeders.  

 

Reading around the World 
Children received their certificates for working their 
way around the world. Our next challenge is the 
Great Monster Read!  

 
 

 
 
17th January - Little Learners’ starts in school 
hall  
31st January - ProKick School Challenge (details 
to follow)  
11th—15th February - Half Term  
6th March - Girls 5 a side Football Tournament 
Wimblington  
8th March - World Book Day (details to follow)  
15th March - Red Nose Day (details to follow)  
25th/26th March - Parents Evening  
27th March - 8 a side Football 
Tournament at Townley  
28th March - Easter Assembly, Easter  
Egg Hunt (details to follow)  
28th March - Last day of term  

Diary Dates  

 
  

Year 6 SATs ‐ 13th—17th May 2012  
 

Year 2 SATs will take place during May  
 

It is very important that children attend 
school during these dates.  



Medium Hard 

MP9 HP9 

UKP010 

Across 
 
1. Seafarer (7) 
4. Attain (5) 
7. Catlike mammal (5) 
9. Type of rock (7) 
10. Respire (7) 
11. Gaze (5) 
12. Resembling a horse (6) 
14. Unit of time (6) 
18. Pandemonium (5) 
20. Melodious (7) 
22. Elusive (7) 
23. Fibbing (5) 
24. Foe (5) 
25. Distinguished (7) 
 
Down 
 
1. Gruesome (7) 
2. Variety show (5) 
3. Elevated (6) 
4. Parts of a ladder (5) 
5. Fruit (7) 
6. Precipitance (5)   18. Pancake (5) 
8. Colossus (5)   19. Glossy (5) 
13. Unwitting (7)   21. Percussion instrument (5) 
15. Tripod (5) 
16. Joy (7) 
17. Hinder (6) 



 

 
Parish Church Services 

  
  
 
 3rd February 11:00am Revd S. Tooke All-Age Worship 
 
 10th February 9:30am Revd K. Fitzgibbon Holy Communion 
 
 17th February 3:30pm        Revd K. Fitzgibbon Evening Prayer 
 
 24th February 11:00am S.E. Tooke  Morning Prayer 
 
 3rd March 11:00am Revd K. Fitzgibbon All-Age Worship 
 
Any matters concerning the Parish Church please contact Rev’d Kevin Fitzgibbon on  
01354 680969. 
 
Daphne and Andrew. 

Memorial Hall  Committee 
 
 

After January’s meeting of the memorial hall committee it 
is sad to announce that the Memorial Hall, Church Road, 
Christchurch, will close its doors for use to Christchurch 

residents for the final time on 31st December 2013.  

The village Church in the Snow by Keith Hill 



 
 

Christchurch Parish Council News 
 

Draft agenda for next Council meeting 7:30pm, Monday 11th Feb 2013, Memorial 
Hall, Church Road.  

 
Public and Press are welcome and can speak to the Councillors during the Public 

Adjournment. 
 

1. Open, welcome and apologies 
2. Signing of previous meeting’s minutes Jan 2013 
3. Disclosure or declaration of interests 
4. Update on actions from previous meeting 
5. Public Adjournment (time to raise issues affecting you with the Council) 
6. Police Update 
7. Correspondence 
8. Finance 
9. Review of Planning Applications 
10. Parish Plan 
11. Reporting of Village Concerns 
 
 
 
Your Parish Council and how to contact us 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dog Fouling 
 Residents have reported a number of incidents of dogs fouling footpaths in the village. 
The Council would like to remind everyone that this is an offence that you can be fined for. 
The Council would like to thank the vast majority of dog owners who act responsibly and pick 
up the mess and either put it in one of the bins or take it home. 

Nigel Russell – phone 638279 Jill Bliss – phone 638343 
Wesley Poole – phone 638622 Jacky Wincote (Chair) – phone 638575 
Simon Freeland – phone 638802 Hannah Poole – phone 638622 
William Beswick – phone 638758   
  Stephen Cowell (Clerk) – phone 661374 

e-mail christchurchcambspc@googlemail.com

Nigel Russell – phone 638279 Jill Bliss – phone 638343 
Wesley Poole – phone 638622 Jacky Wincote (Chair) – phone 638575 
Simon Freeland – phone 638802 Hannah Poole – phone 638622 
William Beswick – phone 638758   
  Stephen Cowell (Clerk) – phone 661374 

e-mail christchurchcambspc@googlemail.com 

mailto:christchurchcambspc@googlemail.com�


 
MINUTES OF THE CHRISTCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY 12th NOVEMBER 2012 – MEMORIAL HALL CHRISTCHURCH AT 7:30pm 
 
Present: Councillors – Jacky Wincote (Chair), Nigel Russell (arrived at the end of item 6), Jill Bliss, 
Simon Freeland (arrived at the end of item 4), William Beswick, Wes Poole, Will Sutton (FDC) and Fred 
Yeulett (CCC).  
Stephen Cowell (Clerk) and 2 members of the public were also in attendance. 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. 
  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Hannah Poole, Cllr. Cotterell MBE (FDC) and 

PCSO Russ.  
 
2. Signing of Minutes 
  The minutes of the 12th November meeting were signed, by the Chair, as true record of the 

meeting. 
 
3. Disclosure and Declarations of Pecuniary Interests 
  No interests where declared. 
 
4. Update on action points from previous meeting 
 It was reported that: 

 A New ‘No Dogs’ sign for the Recreation Ground has been purchased. Cllr. Wes Poole and 
the Clerk agreed to fix it to the wall of the Sports Pavilion. 

 Roddons have asked for details of the properties with overgrown hedges so they can 
consider the work required. 

 The Council’s intention to pay for the retention of all County Council owned street lights, 
over and above those to be funded by the RFI Project,  has been fed back into the project 
and as yet no indication of any extra costs other than those highlighted by the Clerk at the 
last meeting has been received. The maintenance and power costs have been fed into next 
year’s Council Budget. Cllr. Yeulett reported that the County Council and Balfour Beattie are 
in discussion relating to the project and that those discussions may change the current 
proposals making them more beneficial to Town and Parish Councils. He has also made 
representations regarding the different treatment of the lights on main thoroughfares and 
residential streets.  

 Items raised under Village Concerns, full bins, out of order street lights and pot holes have 
been notified to the appropriate people. 

 Councillor Bliss has been sent an updated copy of the Parish Plan – Action Plan. 
 
5. Public Adjournment 
 Only 1 item was raised: 
  Concern was expressed about the number of speeding and noisy lorries that go through the 

village at all hours of the day even at 4am in the morning on a Sunday and that properties are 
showing signs of damaged due to the vibrations caused. It was explained that the Council had tried 
to get a HGV ban through the village but was not successful. It was also mentioned that even if 
there was a ban many lorries would still need to come into the village to serve the farmers based 
there. Following a discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should write to all local hauliers 
asking them to be more considerate and drive around the village especially in the early 
hours of the day when people are sleeping. 

 
6. Police Update 
  PCSO Russ has issued a monthly report that has been sent to all Members. The report includes 

1 incident of Road Rage on the Sixteen Foot Bank Road and reports of suspicious attempts to sell 
Broadband in the area. 2 Speedwatch checks have been undertaken in Christchurch with no 
incidents of speeding.         Continued …. 



7. Correspondence Received 
  Details of all items received have been e-mailed to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
 
8. Local Highways Improvements Scheme 2013/14 
  The Clerk reported that the cost of the speed limit change had totalled around £900.00 but no 

invoice has yet been received for the work undertaken at the junction of The Croft and Church 
Road. Any unspent money for improvements in the 2012/13 budget will be carried forward into 
2013/14. 

  Options for additional schemes were discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk should 
submit schemes to improve the pavement near to the Old Shop and to improve the signage, 
specifically reflective bollards, on the riverbank at the Padgett’s Road and Upwell Road junctions 
with the Sixteen Foot Bank Road. 

  
9. Finance 
  The Clerk issued to Members, prior to the meeting, a proposed 2013/14 Budget. The Clerk 

highlighted the practice of budgeting for large contingency items such as By-Elections and Play Park 
repairs and carrying forward unspent amounts into the next year. 

  Councillors agreed that the proposed budget and resulting action to freeze the Precept for 
another year was acceptable. The Clerk stated that a formal proposal to this effect would come 
before Council next month. 

  Councillors Yeulett and Sutton reported that County and District may face some issues 
regarding the setting of the Precept as those Councils have yet to receive information from Central 
Government regarding funds received by them from Central Government. It is not expected that 
this will impact in any way on the Parish Council. 
 
 The Clerk reported total bank balances of £55,227.67, with cheques written amounting to 
£1,480.08 to come from this, and brought to Councillor’s attention the earmarked funds (funds that 
must be spent on specific purposed) that total a little over £33k.   
 
The following items, listed on the agenda, were agreed for payment 

10.1 - Clerk’s Salary £183.78 
10.2 - The Heron £65.00 
10.3 - Warden and Son Ltd £540.00 (installation of new Speed Limit signs) 
10.4 - Hall Hire (Nov-Dec) £28.00 
10.5 - Seton Signs £35.64 (includes £7.97 shipping and £5.94 VAT) 

 
10. Invitation 
  Following a discussion it was agreed to invite a FACT representative to the March meeting. 

However, it was felt that if the main reason for the visit was to spread the word of their services 
they might be better served by putting details in The Heron and by providing leaflets for circulation 
at the February Pensioners Meal. 

 The Clerk was asked to discuss the matter further with FACT. 
 
11. Planning Applications 
  F/YR12/0912/F – Erection of a single-storey front extension and 2-storey rear extension with 

balcony and insertion of 3-first floor windows to existing dwelling – Melrose Cottage, Euximoor 
Drove, Christchurch. This application was reviewed and supported by the Council 

 
12. Parish Plan – Update 
 Nothing to report. 
 

           Continued…  



13. Raising of Village Concerns 
 The following items were reported/discussed: 

1.  Permission has been asked to trim back the trees and shrubs that overhang the dyke that bor-
ders the Picnic area. Permission was granted.  

2.  There has been a further complaint by a resident regarding scrubs overgrowing footpaths. The 
Clerk was asked to forward, to Cllr. Yeulett, recent correspondence with the High-
way’s Department so that he can follow the complaint up. 

3.  Damage to the road side near to where the recent Cotton’s Corner bridge work was completed 
has caused an accident. Cllr. Yeulett was asked to review the damage and liaise with 
Highway’s Department to get the road reinstated. 

4.  Cllr. Russell asked if it was the District Council’s responsibility to empty the bin near to the Vil-
lage Shop, which reopened on Friday, Cllr. Sutton felt it was. 

5. Cllr. Sutton stated that he was glad to see the village shop open again and hoped the village 
would support it. This view was echoed by Parish Councillors. 

 
Chair closed the meeting at 8:24pm 





The information in this newsletter is intended to be useful and informative for readers, opinions 
expressed in news articles or third party comments do not express the opinions of the publishing team, 
who strive to maintain impartiality on behalf of The Heron at all times. 

To  contact the newsletter team :- 
 
Telephone -  01354 638048 
 
Email - Advertisements :  adverts@theheron.info   /   for the editorial team  :  editor@theheron.info  
 
Post / by appointment :   
The Heron, The  Hollies, March Road, Tipps End, Wisbech, Cambs. PE14 9SH 

 



DIRECTORY 
 
Age UK Cambridgeshire      01354 696677 
Alzheimer's Society (Fenland)    01945 580480 
Cambs Fire & Rescue      01480 444500 
Churchwarden  -  Mrs. D. Symons    01354 638352 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau , Wisbech    01945 464367 
Community Car Scheme (to book a journey)  07902 316360 
County Councillor – Fred Yeulett    01354 653763 
District Councillor – Mac Cotterell    01945 583744 
District Councillor –  Will Sutton    01354 638025 
Eastern Electricity       0800 783 8838 
FACT (Fenland Association of Community Transport) 01354 661234 
Fenland District Council      01354 654321 
Library – March       0354 0455225 
Memorial Hall Caretakers – Mr. & Mrs. A. Murray 01354 638272 
Parish Clerk – Mr. Stephen Cowell    01354 661374 
Rector - Rev’d Kevin Fitzgibbon    01354 680969 
Stagecoach - Peterborough     01733 554571 
Stagecoach - Cambridge      01223 423 578 
Telephone Complaints      0345 145000 
Townley School       01354 638229 
Trading Standards       0845 04 05 06 
Train Information       08457 484950 
Upwell Health Centre      01945 773671 
  For S Doc (out of hours surgery please ring this  
  Number and you will be through to those on duty) 01945 773671 
Water Emergencies      08457 145145 
Welle Pharmacy, Upwell Health Centre   01945 774081 
Wisbech Fire Station      01945 428600 

 
 
 

 

* New non-emergency Police phone number  - 101* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Heron is printed by 
March Stationery & Print, 5 Fenland Walk, March , Cambs, PE15 8TW. 

   Tel. 01354 656 614,  Email: sales@marchsp.co.uk 
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	Your Parish Council and how to contact us
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