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After a good night’s sleep under canvas, on a very
comfortable air-bed, we set off for Hooge where there
was a big crater from when the local mine was blown
up. This has since been filled in and there is now a

small museum with one hell of a lot of stuff, including
a tri-plane hanging from the ceiling. There was also a
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gift shop and res’rouron’r Yesl! You guessed it We
stopped in the restaurant for lunch.

That afternoon we went off to “Hill 32" where there are
preserved trenches. | had to lead the way having
been there before. Graham and | were on our bikes
but Christine and her friend Caroline were in the van.
They went miles ‘off-course’ and | had to shoot-off and
find them, to steer them in the right direction, having
done almost a full circle. The same thing had
happened near Amiere when we were all on our
Italian trip. In Christine’s case it was “Have sat-nav,
don’t look at it!”
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It really brought it home to us how cramped and
boggy the tfrenches were. It was very poignant with
crosses and popples plqced everywhere

Later we all went back to Ypres and partook of the
national dish ‘chips & mayonnaise. We were at the
“Captain Cook” surrounded by ships which seemed
very odd with all the ‘war-grave’ sites round about.
Next day was our last full day in Belgium before
setting off home the next morning. So we took
ourselves off to the famous site of the 3" Battle of
Ypres at Passchendaele. Possibly the most awful WWII
site, “A Hell on Earth!”, as Harry Patch wrote in his book
“The Last Fighting Tommy”. The last man to survive
WWI. After he had written his autobiography he had
been taken back to Ypres where he met with a
German soldier, who he discovered, after comparing
campaign notes, had actually fought each other. It
was after that Harry Patch had the bench at TOC-H
dedicated to him.

Next morning we packed up and set off home. It had
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Community Information

Mobile Library: First Tuesday each month - in

the lay-by Upwell Road - 12:15 - 12:45pm. Forthcoming
dates are: April >, May 7™, and so on.

Mobile Post Office:

Visits Mon to Thu in the lay-by Upwell Road.
Monday and Thursday - 16.30 to 17:00pm
Tuesday and Wednesday - 16.10 to 17:00pm
Fridays - no service

Community Car Scheme: 1his scheme

has two drivers living in the village. It can be used by
anyone who either do not have their own transport or
who would like someone to take them for medical,
social journeys, or shopping. Transport is door to door
and passengers make a contribution to the cost. For
more info or to book a journey call Angie 01354 638721.

Defibrillators = We are fortunate to have two of

these machines in Christchurch. One is located on the
side of Townley School Dining Hall, facing the Car Park,
in Crown Road; the other is on the front of the
Community Centre in Upwell Road.

Christian Aid Breakfast - sunday 12"May

at the Community Centre 10.30, followed by a Service
at 11.00am which will also be held at the Community
Centre. Any folks who are interested may just come for
the breakfast if they so wish, or stay for the service.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

EDITORIAL

Hi y'alll

Goodness! Don’'t the months fly by? Spring’s here
already and no garden prep done yet! How have you
all been doing? All the mild weather has got us all
confused... and the trees and plants too! Let’'s hope we
don’t get any shocks with sharp frosts before May!

We certainly want good weather for our annual
“Village Plant Sale” early next month (see page 15) so
that you can all enjoy those ‘cream teas’!

Before that we have the “Christchurch Parish Lunch” for
the over 65’s and their partners, who can be any age
at all! Toy boys and girls welcome! lol All the details
are on page 7. But you'd better give Ruth a quick ring
if you haven’t already booked For Sunday 7™ April.
There is the beginning of a great two part article by
Malcolm Hicks & Elaine Reed-Hughes on the history of
this event for your interest on page 5. Some Townley
history too on page 18. Anyone recognise themselves,

Police Community Catch-Up

On Monday 1% April from 10.00am till 11.00am at the
Community Centre there will be an opportunity for any
interested Christchurch residents to raise any questions
or queries, or indeed impart information, to local
PCSOQO’s. Not only that but you can treat yourself to
some breakfast at the sme time as the Pop-Up Café
will also be in full flow. (NOT an April Fool’s)

TOOL FAI R = at Three Holes Village Hall

on Saturday 6™ April

If you would like information about booking a stand
as an exhibitor please contact Geoff

FoxNoble mob: 07969 336107 or

email: king-of-clubs@sky.com or see
www.threeholesvillagehall00.org.uk

Lunch Break Dates for April -
Wednesday 10™ & Wednesday 24™ Bring what you
fancy. Teq, Coffee, and Soup provided. Always a very
sociable occasion. Meet with your friends and make
new ones too. ALL WELCOME!

or anyone else for that matter?

Part two of Colin’s Ypres article on page 2 and you
can see him bell ringing on the back page after his
recent cancer scare. His scooter has had a recent
rebore tool

Sad news of the passing of Rick Smart on page 27
whose funeral was at the village church last Thursday.
A good old village stalwart who will be much missed
for his personality, skills and knowledge.

We have S§t. George’s Fayre in March Town Centre at
the end of this month on Sunday 28™. A great day out!
Then later next month on the 18™May we can look
forward to a fantastic evenings entertainment with
“The Alan Norris Big Band” plus special guests. Another
Heron fundraiser. Please come along and support us!

A few new items in your Community Magazine this
month. News of benefits from GP Referals on page 7
along with a blog from Dr. Paul Williams on page 6.
Also, Sue Norman shares her favourite book with us on
page 17. Finally a new feature with “Critics Corner”
appearing on the back page. Then, of course there’s
all the usual features. —~ \[f\
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Enjoy! Till next time!


mailto:king-of-clubs@sky.com
http://www.threeholesvillagehall00.org.uk/

Abbreviations for commonly used venues:

DIARV DATES TS = Townley School, CCC = Christchurch Community Centre, (new Hall)

TH = Three Holes Village Hall, UH = Upwell Village Hall, WH = Welney Village Hall

Weekly events
Mondays Pop-Up Coffee Shop - 9.00-11.30am - CCC

Pilates - each Monday - 6.30-7.30pm - CCC
Wednesdays Forever Active-“Strength and Balance”- 9.30 to 10.30am - FIRST CLASS FREE- CCC
Wednesdays Rainbows & Brownies & Guides- 5-15pm onwards - CCC
Fridays “Coffee, Cake, and Chat” - 2.00 - 3.00pm - Parish Church - ALL WELCOME

Fish and Chip Van visits - outside Dun Cow - 5.00 - 8.00pm

General events

April 1% Police Community Catch-Up - 10.00am to 11.00am - CCC

April 2™ Mobile Library visits in lay-by on Upwell Road - 12.15pm till 12.45pm

April 2" Craft Club - Felting with Kay Miller - 7.00pm CCC

April 6"  TOOL FAIR - Three Holes Village Hall - from 10.00am

April 7" “Christchurch Parish Lunch” - See page 7 for booking details - CCC

April 8" Parish Council Meeting - ALL WELCOME - 7.30pm - CCC

April 9" Art Club - EASTER BREAK

April 9" W.I. - Paper Flowers with Sue Welfare - 7.00pm - CCC

April 14" Welle Cinema - “Mama Mia 2” - Doors open 1.30 for 2.00pm film, £3 per head - TH
April 16" Gardening Club - “Wisbech in Bloom” with Brian Massingham - 7.00pm - CCC

April 23 Art Club - Recap on Composition - see page 13 - 1.30pm till 3.30pm - CCC

April 23 Book Club - “Nine Perfect Strangers” by Liane Moriarty - 7.00pm - Kay’s, Brimstone Hall
Aprill 28" Jazz Club - “The Great American Songbook” see p.9 - £6.50 - 12.30 to 2.45pm - CCC
May 4""-6" BANK HOL. “Village Plant Sale” at The Old School, Church Road - 10.00am - 4.00pm
May 12"  Christian Aid Breakfast at the Community Centre followed by 11.00am Service
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H Parish Church Services H
I April 7" 11.00am A Day All Age Worship 0
1 April 14" 9.30am Rev'd S & SE Tooke Holy Communion [
[ April 21%  11.00pm Rev’d L Brady Easter Communion [
I April 28" 11.00am Rev'd L Brady Morning Prayer [
[ May 5 11.00am A Day All Age Worship [
& Every Friday 200-3.000m Coffes, Cake dnd Chatn the Church Bulding______Daphne cnd Andrew __;

Advertisers - all our advert rates and conditions can be found on our website www.theheron.info Business
advertisers can book series of 6 or 12 adverts, paid in advance. Adverts for village fundraising events, personal
announcements, or small private ads are usually free.

At the time of going to press, all information is as accurate and up to date as we can make it.
Changes and updates may be published subsequently. All information contributed by outside
agencies, including dates etc., will be assumed to be correct.

NB as a matter of courtesy no content from the Heron should be used without prior permission
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A Brief History of the
Christchurch Over 654
Parish Lunch (part1)

By Malcolm Hicks & Elaine Reed-Hughes

“What is the Parish Lunch?” After trying to sell some
tickets for the Parish Lunch Fund-raisers last year, | was
surprised to learn that not everyone knows about this
fine old tradition, and though most do know about it,

I am betting that some of you will be very surprised at
just how long it has been running.

Whilst | was able to explain what the lunch was for, | had
to admit that | didn’t know anything about how it began
or its history until | got talking to Malcolm and Ann Hicks
at last year’s lunch. Various members of Malcolm and
Ann’s family have, in one way or another, been involved
with helping run the Parish Lunch over the last 67 years!
Malcolm and Ann joined the committee back in January
1979 - taking the place of Malcolm’s parents when they
reached 60 and could enjoy the lunch themselves. After
doing a bit of research, it is clear that this is a long-
standing tradition where various Christchurch families
have passed on their committee places, to their
descendants - if they are willing.

Malcolm was kind enough to spend an afternoon, at
Wisbech Museum, trawling through the various
Committee Notebooks, Minutes and WI Minutes which
now reside in the museum archives and the notes,
findings and photographs included in this article are as a
result of his fun-filled afternoon - so “thank you” Malcolm!

To date we have found no evidence as to why this event
started in the first place but one theory is that some of the
more affluent residents joined together to form the
committee (consisting of smallholders, shopkeepers,
publicans, blacksmiths, carpenters, builders, etc.) to
provide tea for the more poorly paid labourers, given that
there was little in the way of benefits, the state pension
wasn’t very good and there were no private pensions at
this time. It may simply have been a case of the better off
performing a nice gesture to the less fortunate. We really
don’t know.

It seems that the gathering started out as an afternoon
tea held on a Friday and the earliest recorded mention of
the Parish Tea shows that a meeting was held to discuss it,
in the Iron Room (a metal, shed-like structure which used
to sit behind the church), on 14™ January 1952 - with Mrs
Pate presiding. Minutes from that first meeting read as
follows:

“The main business of the meeting was to make some
arrangements for the Old Folks Tea: 15" February 1952.
Proposed by Mrs Evans, seconded by Mrs Scott that the
tea commence at 5pm. Proposed by Mrs Scott, seconded

The Old School

Circa 1952

K

by Mrs Russell that it be held in the Old School. Proposed
by Mrs Sparrow, seconded by Mrs Evans that the age be
65 and over.

As the committee of the Men'’s Institute had expressed a
wish to co-operate with the W.I. it was agreed to invite
them to send representatives to a special committee
meeting to discuss arrangements. It was agreed to ask
W.I. members to donate 6d each towards the tea.” It
seems that for the first couple of years the members of
the Men’s and Women'’s Institute provided food and
provisions between them for the Old Folks Tea.

An extract from the records of 2" April 1954 show “Mrs
Osler and Mrs King to be convenors and to get one ham
and one tongue. Mrs King offered to provide bread and
Mrs Osler offered tea and sugar. Members offered milk
and Mrs Day would bring cream. Each member to bring
a dozen cakes, one small tin of fruit and to provide 4 fruit
dishes, one large dish, 4 meat plates, 4 knives and forks
and one table spoon. Mr Crouch and party to entertain
and to invite Three Holes Village Hall to help with
entertainment.”

The first sign of any fundraising for the tea appears in
1956 when a social evening was held on 23" November
with games, competitions and prizes. The sum of £32 6s
2d was raised. In 1958 the eligibility age was lowered
from 65 to 60 and notes from the 1959 record showed the
cost to put on the Old Folks Tea that year was £16 11s 2d -
which included packs of cigarettes put out on the
tables!l!

1959 saw the formation of a new committee which
consisted of members of the Women’s Institute, Men’s
Institute and the Good Companions Club and this
committee lasted until 1965 when the Christchurch Over
60s Tea Committee was formed.

The Christchurch Over 60s Tea Committee lasted until
1995 when the committee decided to serve a three-
course hot meal and call it the ‘Parish Dinner’. This was
also the first event that saw wine being served at the
table. In 2004 the day was changed from the traditional
Friday afternoon to a Sunday Lunchtime.

PART TWO NEXT MONTH (See AD on page 7)



Prevention is better than cure! NHS

Blog by Dr Paul Williams West Norfolk

Clinical Commissioning Group
Chair, West Norfolk Clinical Commissioning Group

Spring seems to have arrived and with it the end of one financial year and
the start of the next. The good news is that it now looks likely the Clinical
Commissioning Group will meet its financial target for this year, which is a
significant achievement when one considers the scale of the deficit
facing us at the end of last financial year.

The next year is a challenging one for us as we have been set a very tight
financial target which will require us to save 4.2% of our total allocation, a
difficult task. However, the year is also an exciting one.

money aftached to it and demands that the NHS transforms the way we

| deliver care. The main planks of the plan, as it affects you the patient, are
8 that we are moving forward with plans to join up health and social care
,_:, and that we will be altering the way we provide care so that we are more
y . proactive rather than reactive.

I don’t pretend | can summarise the huge document that is the NHS Long
Term Plan in a few lines but | do want to single out two things to mention
to you; Population Health Management and Primary Care Networks.

In the past patients would become unwell, consult their doctor and receive treatment or admission to hospital.
Clearly we aren’t going to stop treating you when you become unwell but what we are going to do is try to intervene
to prevent you becoming unwell in the first place.

This isn’t just an extension of health promotion advice, such as trying to stop people smoking or encouraging them
to take more exercise but, through the use of improved technology, identifying individuals in the population who are
at risk of becoming unwell and providing interventions for those individuals to prevent their condition from
deteriorating. This is Population Health Management in a nutshell and we have high hopes for it. It is a way to keep
you as well as possible at home rather than having an unnecessary admission to hospital.

Anyone who has read any of my previous articles will have heard about the plans for integration of health and
social care. This is the fundamental idea behind the Sustainability and Transformation Partnership (STP) and the
Integrated Care System (ICS). The ICS has three levels, the lower two being place (West Norfolk) and neighbourhood
(groups of GP practices). These neighbourhood organisations are being called Primary Care Networks and are
envisaged as the fundamental building blocks of the ICS. Each network will consist of a group of neighbouring GP
practices, representatives of community nursing, mental health providers, voluntary organisations, social prescribers,
secondary care representatives and Social Services.

By all these organisations sitting around the same virtual table it will allow care to be provided in a more seamless
way, with barriers between the various organisations being broken down. With the data being provided by
Population Health Management, as described above, these networks of key workers on the ground will be able to
intfervene to keep our vulnerable patients as well as possible and in their own homes as long as possible.

I have been hearing how we are going to transform the NHS for years and in reality very little has changed on the
ground. | think things may be different this year and | really believe the way we provide care will be different this time
next year. | don’'t expect to have reached our final destination by then but | hope we have made substantial
strides on the journey. Paul

Some common medicines should
Y2UR | now be bought over the counter

MEDICINES,

Y2UR
NHSJ Self care and help save the NHS £££s




GP Referals for
Weight Loss & Fitness

| have been diabetic for four years now, and was
recently diagnosed with ‘fatty liver disease’, resulting in
an enlarged liver. | had been promising myself since
before last Christmas that | needed to get back to
swimming, and possibly the gym, to fry and lose some
weight. My recent diagnosis was the ‘kick up the
proverbial’ that | needed. | was assured by my GP that
the latter diagnosis was reversable, and, if | lost
enough weight, | might even be able to come off all
my diabetic ‘meds’. What a dream! - | thought.

Angela Mills of Upwell Health Centre is the Nurse
Practitioner, and diabetic specialist, who | deal with.
She informed me that there was a system whereby a
GP Referal Scheme would entitle me to 12 weeks
attendance at a Slimming World group for FREE! | Also
discovered that by having a GP Referal for a gym you
could get a very special deal at £24.50 a month for
three months. These two offers can be for a variety of
problems and ilinesses so | would encourage anyone
to find out if you are eligible, even if you are simply
over weight!

| have now taken the ‘bull by the horns’ so to speak
and signed up to a Slimming World group held at
Outwell Village Hall on Thursdays at 9.30am, and also
March Gym (round the back of the library).

| have to say | was very impressed with the Slimming
World presentation by Jo. They celebrate their
50™Anniversary this year. You are given an Induction
Pack which is really detailed and helpful on how to
achieve your goals; including heathy recipes!
Discussions within the group provide lots of useful
question and answer sessions based on personal
experience. One chap, Mike, lost three stone in three
months and has now completely come off his diabetic
meds. Another lady, Sharon, Slimmer of the Month, has
lost 'six stone’ in thirty two weeks! Amazing! “There’s
hope for me yet!” | thought.

As far as the gym is concerned | planned to start with
just two sessions a week to ease myself in gently. In
point of fact I've done three sessions per week so far;
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from around 10.30;
each session lasting around an hour and a quarter.
However, everyone is different and both at Slimming
World, and the Gym methods will be put in place to
suit your own personal needs. | can’t believe how
much better | started to feel after just my first week! Go
on! Why not give it a go! Richard

The 2019 Christchurch Parish Lunch
will take place on

Sunday 7th April 12.30 for 13.00

Christchurch Community Centre, Upwell Road, Christchurch, Cambs PE14 9LL

Personal invites are coming around but just in case we miss you, everyone who is
over 65 (or whose partner is) and lives in Christchurch Parish is invited.
If you need help with transport or have any queries, please contact

Ruth Ingram on 01354 638419
If you put your name down and then are unable to attend we would really appreciate it if
you could PLEASE let us know. Thank You!
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SATURDAY MAY 18" 5

ALAN NORRIS
4. BIG BAND

i # g, RGN 4 2
e 730t|II1000pm Hed,

DOORS OPEN 7.00pm

Christchurch Community Centre

Fitled Jachet Fotataes & Refueshments

will Ge sexved in the Intexwval
A GREAT NIGHTS  Bax 5 7: 5 0
ENTERTAINMENT
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THREE HOLES VILLAGE HALL, Junction of Main Road & Squ"es Drove, Three Holes PE14 9JY
iLLiE Sunday 14" APRIL 2019, 2pm:
MAMMA MIA 2

(Here we go again) c) 114 mins
The long-awaited sequel to the 2008 AB-
BAthemed movie musical has arrived!

So dig out the bell bottoms and blue eye
shadow and get ready to sing-a-long.
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NO NEED TO BOOK - Admission £3 per person. Doors open
k 30 mins for 2.00pm screening. Refreshments & Licensed Bar
Tel: 01945 773710, or 01945 772824

Upwell Jazz Club 2019 S meucstis

guaranteed

Christchurch Community Centre (Sat Nav PE14 9LL) %~ banjo-free

Sunday 28" April < i “|
Guests*: Chris Kirk — trumpet/flugel horn/vocals

Derek Clenshaw — trombone

Nigel Portass — keyboards

David Hawthorn — drums

A welcome return for all of today’s performers.
A vibrant mix of foot-tapping music from the
era of the Great American Songbook.

Time: 12.30pm - 2.45pm Admission: £6.50
Accompanied under-16s Free

Bar, fresh rolls, crisps and savouries available=====
More information from Nigel Smith on 01945 773121




MAJESTIC

WINDOWS . DOORS . ROOFING
Bl -FOLDS . CARPENTRY

CONSERVATORIES
COMPOSITE DOORS
HOUSE RENOVATIONS
GARAGE CONVERSIONS
FASCIA, SOFFIT, GUTTERS
FREE QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE

MIDDLE-MASS@LIVE.CO.UK
MOBILE . 07875 745125
OFF]CE : 01354 461 172 MARCH, CAMBS

Ol Shnmber

For all your Timber and Building Supplies
ISLE ROAD, OUTWELL
PE14 8TD
Tel: 01945 77 21 16

FENCING, PANELS, TRELLIS
TIMBER, PLYWOOD, DECKING

SAND, BALLAST, GRAVEL
SCREWS, NAILS, BOLTS
PAINT, SILICONE, HAND TOOLS
LOCKS, ELECTRICALS, PLUMBING;,

GUTTERING
UNDERGROUND PIPE & FITTINGS

CEMENT, MULTIFINISH, PLASTERBOARD
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Stressed, in pain, anxious, sfeep-
deprived, or generafly desiting
somme self-care?

[ offer a nonHinvosive, noretigious, naturat,
simpie, and safe,
form of complimentary healing
for the mind;, body; and: soul.

Suitable for humans: and: pets..
Hands: onfoff and;
Rermote/Distant Healing sessions avaitable..

Reiki promates self-healing: relaxafion and:
sleep. i can also help: o relieve aches and:

pairn, muscie tension, and fafigue. i assists the:

bady o cleanse iiself of toxins and helps o
support the immune system:

i yvou o i need of any of the: above deseribed,
feel free to contact me: for fuher information,.
or to book a: session
Email: michelelowery24@gmait.com:
aor call 67739 37890¥

A @ (fﬂw‘ ST Y//’N m
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FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Family Independant
Business
Private Chapel of Rest
Personal Attention

24 Hour Service
Full estimates given at all times

| Golden Charter

| Funeral Plans |

Pinfold House
St. Peter's Road
Upwell, Wisbech
Phone 01945 772502

P R PARKER

Established 1978

General Building and Maintenance

CARPENTRY REFURBISHMENT
AND
RENOVATION

01354 638330

PLUMBING
PLASTERING
BRICKLAYING
ROOFING

GLAZING
PAINTING
DECORATING
RENDERING
GUTTERING

FrEE ESTINAITES

All Types - Houses - Flats - Shops - Offices

11



Peggy Warby opened the
meeting and welcomed
everyone including a guest
member from Tipps End and
our speaker, Mary Blackhurst-
Hill. Apologies were received from Michele, Sylvia W,
Beryl and Belinda.

the W]

INSPIRING WOMEN

Our speaker, Mary Blackhurst-Hill who is a Colour
Analysis, Image Consultant and Personal Style
Advisor then gave a talk and demonstration on
Colours and Styles. A couple of members were
chosen to have their colours read and two members
had their body shapes analysed. It was a very
interesting demonstration and everyone enjoyed it.

Lots of new events were posted on the board with
quizzes, theatre and cinema trips being just a few
things coming up later in the year. Some members
showed an interest in forming a singing sub-group
and this was agreed to take place on a Wednesday
evening. One member offered her home as a venue
for meetings. Peggy reported a successful Whist Drive
evening and another is planned for later in the year.

Tonight’s popular competition was Something Blue
Lots of really fun objects brought in included: scarf,
baby dress, blue glass objects bottle and
paperweight, hat, and novelty teapot. Our speaker
awarded points as follows: 5 points — Sandra L, Sue N
4 points — Peggy, Elaine, Kay, 3 points - Janet, Ann,
Margaret S, Susan Q, Sylvia W, Marion, 2 points - Val,
Sylvia Mc, Wendy, 1 point - Tracy, Sandra K.

April's Meeting is Paper flowers by Sue Welfare.

Competition - Made from a sheet of newspaper
Raffle - Elaine, Belinda, Kay, Marion
Refreshments - Susan Q, Annie

Next meeting Tuesday 9™ April 2019 at 7.00 pm.

We meet on the second Tuesday of every month, at
the Community Centre, and are always looking for
new members. We have some very exciting things
already planned this year (a games evening,
chocolate tasting and demonstrations on
acupuncture, yoga, needle-felting and a cookery
demonstration by Richard Hughes). Members have
expressed an interest in doing some other fun things,
which we also hope to achieve throughout the year,
to include: Theatre Trip, Picnic in the Park with Games,
Cheese & Wine Get Together, 3 mile walk with pub
lunch, Cinema, 10-pin bowling, Indoor Skydiving, Go-
Karting, Escape Room, One-Day Sailing Course, Rock
Choir Sing-Along.

Why not pop along for a taster session, for £3, to see
1 you like it. We look forward to welcoming you.

OUCH!
| think | probably

Christchurch ’
ardenin
speak for all of us, g g

when | say that we CELL@

would all like to feel safer where ever we happen to
be, but especially in our own homes. To that end
Tuesday 19™ March saw the members of the
Gardening Club give a warm welcome to Dr Eric
Somerville, who had come to talk about First Aid in
the Garden. This was Dr Somerville’s second visit
having already given a talk two years ago about
Opium in the Fens. Dr Somerville’s first tactic was to
frighten his audience with a host of statistics about
the number of fatalities in and around the home
“including the garden!” he intoned. It seems that
more accidents, more deaths and more injuries
occur where we all expect to be safest. Deaths from
road accidents have been falling for decades.
However, the figures for accidental deaths in the
home have remained steady for the past fifty years,
at around six thousand. The good doctors talk was
not all doom and gloom but instead concentrated
on how best to survive these incidents, that occur
largely by our own lack of good common sense. The
club members as usual had some salient comments
to add to the discussion. In fact, the best advice of
the evening came from a club stalwart who shall
remain nameless (you know who you are) who
suggested that the best way to stay safe while
working round the home or indeed, gardening was;”
don’t do any.” Sage advice indeed!

Next month on Tuesday 16™ April 2019 the club will
host a talk by Brian Massingham, who will be giving
us the lowdown on Wisbech in Bloom. All the club’s
meetings and trips are open to non-members so
come along and give us a try, one never knows you
may want to join us on a permanent basis. This year
is the clubs 20™ Anniversary and it's the members
past, present and future who are the lifeblood of a
club dedicated to gardening. Twenty years, who
knew.

For more
information
about any of our
activities or to
become a
member Just call
Marion or Steve
on 01354 638 230. *

Till next time, stay
safe. Steve



Christchurch o ye
Art Group @

We meet in the Community
Centre on the 2" and 4™
Tuesday of the month 1.30 - 3.30pm

In March we used water-soluble coloured pencils and
crayons along with our watercolour pictures. Then to
finish our spring term we will have some fun with
Abstract, using any media of choice.

Our group is friendly and relaxed. We are all enjoying
the sessions and have recently welcomed some new
members. We have a tutor to lead us, but we can gain
ideas and inspiration from each other. All artists have
their own special style and approach so we have a lot
of variety and enjoy ourselves.

We have a break over Easter and the new term starts
again on 23" April.

To cover costs from September (2018) we have a
joining fee of £20 per term then an attendance fee of
£5. This is reviewed from time to time depending on
numbers attending. We welcome any new

For various reasons, we
had quite a small Craft
group in March. Jan
Clifford was our

demonstrator for the

evening. We had thought

we might be working with S s

clay (my fault for CRAFT CLUB

advertising that in the
Heron!), but, as Jan pointed out, it really wouldn't be an
ideal activity in the Community Centre. So, Jan
demonstrated ways of working with watercolour paints,
watercolour pencils and pens together to make cards
for Mother's Day, Easter etc. She showed us techniques
for drawing with the pens and wetting the drawn lines to
soften them. Sadly, we keep forgetting to take photos of
our finished results but we all produced unique pictures
using the same techniques. Crafters please remind me
to take some photos at our April meeting when Kay
Miller will be demonstrating the art of Felting. We're
hoping everyone will be well and back with us for that.

New members are always welcome. We meet at the
Community Centre at 7.00pm on the first Tuesday of the
month. Contact Sandra on 638956 for more info.

members, Nno need for previous experience. We all
work at our own level.

Do contact Sandra (638478) or Jan (638217) for
more information, or pop along during the session
to see what we are up to.

(As usual you may always bring along your own
project to work on if you prefer and | will help if you
wish) Jan Clifford

Christchurch Book Club

Book club met on 26™ March. We had been reading
“No Further Questions” by Gillian McAllister. The
subject matter of this book was harrowing - the death of
a baby - and subsequent events, the impact on the
wider family and the court case kept all members
involved right up to the last page. A truly gripping read.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 23" April, 7.30pm
at Kay’s, Brimstone Manor. We shall be
discussing “Nine Perfect Strangers” by Liane Moriarty.

New members are
always welcome, we
are a friendly bunch!
We read one book a
month and no one
worries if we do not get
to the end (either
because we didn't like it
or that we simply ran
out of time!) Books are
supplied by the library
(although some prefer
kindles or audio-books)

For more information
please contact Sheila

_PERFECT
Day on 07946635908. . \IRA N 9 E)R




Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue Service
Do you own a business locally?
Have you taken the steps you need in order to protect your business from fire?

Would you like to come along and hear from a Fire Protection Officer in order to find out more about
keeping your business safe and in business?

Would you like the help you need to build a FREE risk assessment for your business?

On average there are 165 fires in business premises each year with many of those businesses ceasing to
trade as a result! Attending a FREE Business Seminar with Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue Service can help
you to get the support you need to keep your business safe from fire,
and to ensure those working there are protected.

We are determined to support and inform business owners across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough on
fire safety legislation and to help you put together a FREE Fire Risk Assessment to help protect your
business from fire.

Whether your business runs out of a small industrial unit, is a side-street coffee shop, or a licensed
premises, our FREE workshops will help you to understand important legislation and build a
comprehensive risk assessment to protect you and your business.

Our seminars run across the county in various locations and can also be arranged ad-hoc to your own
personal requirements wherever possible should you so wish.

Contact us today for more information on upcoming seminars, or to book a place on: 01480 444 500
or book online at www.cambsfire.gov.uk

. o ' ' ‘
A Favourite Bible Verse - v ‘

My favourite Bible story is The Good Samaritan, Luke
10, 25-37. Aside from the final two verses, 36 and 37, CELEBRATE MARCH
2

\
which complete the story, my absolute favourite part
is the second half of verse 35, as | believe it has fur- ‘ I E O RG E
ther meaning which is not often noticed or refer- ]

enced - ‘Look after him,” he said, ‘and when | return, |

will reimburse you for any exira expense you may
have.’ FROM 102m 4”’“/

Graham Chappell

Street Food and Stalls

Delicious artisan food, drinks and produce

Fun Fair and Entertainment MV

Rides for all ages, falconry, circus and magic show

: Ng, A Creat Day Out for Al

-

Talking ‘bout my Generation’
\ . We'll be sending you back to
» the 60's, 70's and 80's with live
;i - musi ay starting with
at 10:15!

Sponsored by local business / FDC & MTC

www.fenland.gov.uk/events
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gVILIAGE
RUANTISALES

BANK HOLIDAY
WEEKEND
4" 5" & 6" May
The Old Schoal,
Christchurch

17, Church Road, Christchurch PE14 9PQ

Pop-Up Café & Coffee Shop

Pop along and have breakfast with us!

We are now offering a
Full English Breakfast
plus sausage, bacon, and/or egg rolls,
using homemade produce,
and locally sourced, free range
meat and eggs where possible.

EVERY MONDAY MORNING

9.00am - till - 11.30am

Christchurch Community Centre
Hot Drinks, Biscuits, Cakes, and Cookies

All Welcome!
We look forward to seeing you!

PLEASE NOTE: With reluctance we will need
to increase our prices from 7" January

EACH/DAY

CREAMITEAS

RAFFLE

Why not join us for lunch?

Filled rolls & baguettes,
Cakes & biscuits
Tea Coffee & soft drinks

ALL PROCEEDS TOWARDS HERON FUNDS
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g PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT US!
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Parish Council Snippets

Meeting held on March 11" 2019.

Lots of bits and pieces covered this month....all a bit
exhausting, | foundl!!

1. Matters Oufstanding:

Bus service to/fro Downham Market: update. All various
permutations have been looked at and roughly
costed. Discussion included the mention of the regular
bus service to/from March/Wisbech/ Manea...but as
the maijority of the public who attended February’s
meeting preferred Downham Market as a destination,
those options were dropped. Eventually, it was decided
that the Parish Council will produce a Questionnaire
asap (separate ledflet) to be inserted into The Heron.
This is to determine how many people might/might not
use it. The PC will then determine whether they consider
it a viable project. Allotment Tenancy : ongoing. Local
Highways Improvement update by the Clerk : Some
things done, others in the pipeline - check the PC
website for details.

Recreational Ground - report on Community Action
Day. Several residents turned out — and a BIG thank you
to those people. Disappointment that there weren’t
more folks, but hopefully, more will come next time
there is a clear-up session. The tree work was not quite
finished and needs compileting. Plans were made for
that. Footpath issue at properties near the CCC (Plot 1)
Upwell Road: The Clerk is awaiting one more Legal
Document to be sent to him. Then things can move
along. He has secured an assurance that Mr Symonds
will not be further tfroubled of talk of eviction, as the
situation will be definitely be dealt with. The PC is on the
case. War Memorial repairs: in hand, but there is a long
waiting time for this kind of very specialist work. It will
get done.

Community Speedwatch: The PC will take it further and
consult with the Police. Rubbish and overgrown trees -
Crown Road, property near the school: Trees -
Highways say there is a safety issue. Watch this space..
and the trees. Litter problem is the responsibility of
CLARION and the PC has informed them of their
concerns. Heron funding: The cheque for March
support was handed over. Regret was expressed about
the situation as all the members of the PC consider it to
be a great publication and wished the team well in
their fundraising. The question was put as to how The
Heron is going to fill the £80 per month gap. | pointed
out that this is not a large proportion of the full monthly
cost, and The Heron has managed to find funds for the
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rest of the cost for years. LUNCH BREAK report: After two
sessions, so far going well; 12 folks there. Good
company. Thank you for the bookcase. All
contributions of books, puzzles etc. welcome. Bowls
club free removal: in hand. Street lighting: Slowly
getting done. ROADS -Winter gritting update: A number
of villagers have complained that 16 Foot Bank was not
gritted regularly, to the point of being dangerous. The
authority said it had been, as had the main roads in
Christchurch. Much scepticism about that assurancel!

2. Police Report:

There have been a number of burglaries of out
buildings and garages in the area recently; fraudulent
people offering to do driveways too. Police advice -
CHECK YOUR INSURANCE.

**Remember to come 1o the POLICE COMMUNITY
CATCH-UP In the CCC, April 1" 10am-11am**

3. County and District report:

a) Wimblington, Manea and Christchurch are making
a joint bid for LHI for “The forgotten corner” barriers (last
month’s Heron). b) Clir Will Sutton explained why he
and three other District Counsellors will be standing as
Independent Counsellors in the up-coming elections
(see local press).

4. Clerk’s Repori:

Full details on the PC website...but the Clerk spoke
about the PRIDE IN FENLAND Awards. How about finding
some Christchurch candidates? We were reminded
that the PC will be up for election in May, as will FDC.
It has been noticed that some sections of our
community are under-represented on our PC. For
example, there is only one woman on the PC out of
seven members. There are other groups not
represented at all. People were asked to bear that in
mind, and the Chair expressed the hope that the
community would think about this, and maybe new
faces could come forward for election. In any event,
everyone should vote.

5. Chrisfchurch Recreafion Ground Charity:

is changing its name and focus: the team wish to be
responsible for the Community Centre only, not the
Recreation Ground. The PC will take back that area of
responsibility. The Charity Commission has been
consulted with regard to the change of focus and of
name, and it appears that it will be easy enough to do
this. The matter is in hand.

6. Planning and 7. Finance -

Details on the web site. NEXT MEETING : April 8" 2019.



The Newbie Blog

Signs and communication-

Are they the same thing??

I amv finding my way pretty well these days
owthe roads surrounding Christchuwch. There
ave all kinds of signs we pass along the way.
Most of themv seem to- be. command ... mixed

I sort-of like that last one. However, it puty fear
into-my soul when I see it and I definitely pay
attention!

There are some signs o the way to-town,
and invtownw (Mawch) which could appear
confusing. Do-yow remember the book about
punctuation entitled “Eaty shooty and leaves’?
That title could refer to-av description of o
Panda's dietory habity; but what if we put inv
some punctuation? “Eats, shoots, and leaves”
could now describe a gangster! It rather
matters.

My Absolute Favourite
BOOh Of G" Time! By Sue Norman

“THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS?”, by Kenneth Grahame

| first read this when | was nine, or thereabouts. Since
then, | have read it periodically throughout my life. As
the author himself wrote:

“It is a book for those who keep the spirit of youth
alive in them; of life, sunshine, running water, wood-
lands, dusty roads, winter firesides”.

The story of Mole, Ratty, Badger and Toad is one of
friendship which pervades the book. The descriptions
of the animals’ homes are warm and cosy. Like many
good books, there are episodes of excitement - the
animals getting lost in The Wild Wood, when snow be-
gins to fall; the assault on Toad Hall to rid it of the Stoats
and Weasels: and of course the episodes involving Mr
Toad, becoming besotted with the motor car and
eventually ending up in jail. Even as an adult | can sfill
become engrossed within the world of the animails
and their adventures.

i i ions!
S p eople/ﬂu}vdo @t bya/bit“p icky” to-fi Forget about the film, stage or Pantomime versions! Go

about punctuation, but I disagree. Whilst yow
might know what a sigw iy supposed to-be
saying, it may not be cleawr. Did yow know that
there seems to-be a new variety of potatoes
locally? ...Ok .. s a list (of two), but all the
saume; it makes me smile when I see that notice.
InMarch; “Anne’s Thai Kitchen” has got the
apostrophe invthe correct place; but are there
some establishumentsy which have not? I have
found several. Look out for them. Give yourself o
point for every one ((-:

I wsed to-attend o Chuwch called St
Andrew’s. But the sign writer for the Chuwch
... left out the apostrophe! Aggh. “St Andrews”
without the apostrophe (= puwal) implies that
the Chuwrch i naumed after av numlber of people
called St Andrew. Well, there might be ov
number around, of course, but the Chuuwrchv ivv
question iy named after just one. Probably not
but all the saume;, it seems
to- me worth trying to-get
things right.

And now here isg
your chance to-pick me
up o all my
punctuation mistakes:.
No-one is perfect. Haho !

Arnwnie

back to the book- you can’t beat it!

(“The Wind in the Willows” was first published in 1908)



https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.travelandleisure.com%2Fslideshows%2Ffunny-signs-from-around-the-world%3Futm_source%3Dpinterest.com%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_campaign%3Dtravelleisure%26utm_content%3D20190319%26utm_term%3D2726

Townley History

Charles Francis Townley was Rector of
Christchurch from 1888 - 1912. The Reverend
Townley was widely respected and helped
the villagers in many practical ways. In 1932,
two years after his death, the new school in
Christchurch was opened and called The
Townley School. This was in honour not only
of Charles, but of all the Townley’s, as they
had been an influential family in the area for
more than a century.

Some of the Townley story is not quite
correct. One member of the Townley family
was indeed extremely wealthy and owned in
excess to 5000 acres in the old Upwell Parish.
His brother, William Gale Townley was Rector
of Upwell §t Peters. In fact there were at least
two William Gale Townley’s! Richard Greaves
Townley, brother to William, possessed three
manors including the Beaupre Manor. If you take a
look at all the historical local benefactors list: William
Marshall, Fox , Lee ETC you will not see the name
Townley! Considering they were without doubt Lords of
the Manor it is very strange there appears to be no

M Yy S

-

Charles Francis Townley **
1856 - 1930

Townley legacy. | briefly met the present day Richard
Townley at Fulbourn Manor near Cambridge. He left

me in no doubt that his perception was that he is an

extremely important person!

11|

_Do any of our Readers
recognise themselves?

Or anyone else for that matter! If so
please let us know! We think the pupils
shown would now be about in their mid
- 70’s. Unless you know better of

ﬁ coursel? Apparently one teacher of the
time was called Willy Evans who later
became Head of Upwell Secondary
Modern School. We also believe that
somewhere amongst the pupils is a
Gary Johnson of Upwell? We would love
to hear from anyone who can provide
more info.

l.f



TOWNLEY SCHOOL AND
PRE-SCHOOL

Christchurch, Wisbech, Cambs. PE14 9NA

Email: office@townley.cambs. sch. uk
Website: http://www. townley. cambs. sch. uk

&\ _Pre-School_~5
B
) S
il April 2019

Townley is alive with the sound of musicl Monday afternoons are filled with melodious sounds from
whole class singing and glockenspiels to stringed instruments with Miss Caller. The children take
part in a range of activities to develop their skills in, and understanding of, the elements of music
and music notation. They enjoy a range of listening and appraising activities and sing songs from
different times and cultures. One week it could be a 12th century Chinese folk song, the next, a
modern pop song.

Early Years Camera ABC Dog

Thank you so much for your
support, we have received three
cameras for EYFS from the
community. We are really grateful
to you for your support.

You may have read about Vets 1, Crimplesham working
with us to provide ABC Dog, who visits regularly to read
with selected children.

Just a little update to let you know that Ollie is really
enjoying his reading sessions with the children and T

think they are tool

Online Safety

The thinkuknow child safety
online campaign has launched an
exciting new online education re-
source for  4-7 year olds called
"Jessie and Friends". Based on a
series of 3 fun, age appropriate
animations, Jessie, Mo and Tia
share, view and game their way to
safer future online.

To find out more please go online Check us out on Facebook!
to www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents.

Townley School and Pre-School

World Book Day

We had a fantastic World Book Day, everyone looked absolutely amazing. Thank you to all parents
and carers for all the hard work that went into dressing our children up. The cat walk, as always,
was great fun for parents, staff and children.
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CHRISTCHURCH
ELECTRICAL

Simon Freeland Hill Farm, 3 Church
Road, Christchurch, PE14 9PQ

Tel:01354 638802  Mobile:07727 046439

STROMA

CERTIFICATION
(CERTIFIED INSTALLER)

Domestic electrical work undertaken.
No job too small.
Free quotations / estimates.

P .
Registered
Competent

Person
—Electrical—

www electricalcompetentperson co.uk

CLEARANCE

Christchurch
& surrounding areas

Removals & House Clearance
Garages, Sheds & Attics Emptied
Single Items to Full House
Antiques & Modern Taken
Light Removals
Valuations Given
Best Cash Prices Paid

Call for no obligation quote

01354 638178
N EIRRBISIRII!L

www electricalsafetyregister.com

M S P March Stationery & Print
S—

Booklet Printing
Business Cards
Digital Photos

Leaflets

Newsletters
Banners

01354 656614

sales@marchsp.co.uk

5 Fenland Walk, March, PE15 8TW

GRANARY STUDIO
Christchurch

Contemporary pictures and bespoke framing

The Granary, Hall Farm,
Upwell Road
Christchurch Cambs PE14 9L]
01354 638614



Maximise the enjoyment of
your home

with the professional help of

Brimstone

Garden Design Services
in association with

SFC Services

Design Development Maintenance
Hard and Soft Landscaping
Household Repairs and Building Maintenance

for free estimates, contact either

Cliff 01354 638217 or 078 080 78518

cliff@brimstonegardendesign.com
or

Steve 01354 638964 or 07725 866445
sfclifford67 @gmail.com

Beauty Treatments
By
Jane

N.V.Q. -i.b.d. - Babtac

LCN Microdermabrasion Facials
NEW Oxygen regeneration Facials - less
outlay than Botox (a celebrity favourite)

NEW Non-surgical firming lift and tone
St.Tropez Spray tanning
Gel pedicures
Shellac manicures
Week-end & semi permanent
eyelashes

Rose Cottage,
Christchurch
Telephone: 01354 638378

Paul Braybrooke

Oil Fired Boiler Engineer

Boiler Servicing & Breakdown Service

Commissions
Tank Replacements

Phone 01353 777788
07946 735691
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Church News

OUR TWO LENT LUNCHES were
a great success. There were 10
people at the first, held on
March 16™ in Andy and
Sheila’s home. About 30 stayed
behind after the Church
service on March 24" for the
second one. Numbers were up
because it was the turn of
Christchurch to host the six Fen
Churches United Service, and people from other
Parishes came to join us. We have six Churches in our
group, aka our Benifice: Benwick, Christchurch,
Doddington, Manea, Welney and Wimblington. When
there is a fifth Sunday in a month, we all get together
for a service in one or other of the Churches. Since it
was our turn, we thought it would be nice to hold one
of our Lent Lunches after that service. People brought
non-perishable goods for the Food Bank, and filled
two good sized boxes. In addition, £134 was raised for
The Ferry Project (for the homeless), Wisbech. A BIG Who remembers the story of Noah and his Ark? That /s

Crumbs from The Good Book

By our very own Church Mouse....

“April showers bring May flowers”. Ahal You guessed. No,
that crumb is not from The Good Book; heard it
somewhere else. Showers and rain bring trials for us small
mammals - dangers everywhere. Think about it: the water
doesn’'t have to be very deep for humans, to be
dangerous for mice. We search for high ground to be
safe. Then, when the rain has gone and the sun comes
out from behind the clouds, there is often a rainbow in the
sky. Such an amazing sight; and sometimes there is a
double one. Beautiful!

THANK YOU to our soup and home-made bread from The Good Book, from the Old Testament (the first part
makers. Delicious! And another THANK YOU for the of The Book). “The animals went in two by two” .... Mice
generous donations. included, | am sure. It says it all happened long, long ago,

so is it important these days? You will have to make up
your own mind about that. But one thing that is
mentioned, and which we often see in Apiril, is a ‘rainbow’.
It appeared in the sky after all that rain had stopped and
the floods had subsided. It reminded Noah and his family
that God had kept His promise — one day the rain would

stop. When | see a rainbow | remember that God keeps
Everyone is also welcome to our Eastertide Services: His promises.

MAUNDY THURSDAY: April 18", 6.30pm: Whilst we are
on the subject of food, there will be a supper, with
Holy Communion, in Wimblington Church. This kind of
occasion is often called an AGAPE meal. All welcome.
Please sign the list at the back of Church and take £4
pounds with you to the supper to cover costs.

GOOD FRIDAY: April 19™, 2.00pm in . We could play a game! Can you complete these
Doddington Church: “An hour af the promises from the Good Book? (Apparently there are over
Cross”. 3,000 in it!). And, yes! You are allowed to cheat and look
EATER SUNDAY: 11 am Holy Communion up the answers in your copy of The Good Book (The Bible)
in Christchurch Parish Church. if you have one. Why not?

LENT PRAYER PROJECT: We are praying for the 1) "Do not fear......” Isaiah 40.10

Christchurch Village Community during Lent, usinga  2)” .. do not be discouraged” Deuteronomy 31.8
prayer leaflet to help us focus. If you haven’'t had one

and would like one, there are spares at the back of
the Church.

3)"Even though | walk through the darkest valley, | will not
fear...” Psalm 23.4

4)"Come to me all you who are weary and burdened...”
Mafthew 11.28-30 Q

e

UPDATE ON THE HEALTH OF OUR VICAR, REV IAN
BRADY: lan is home, recovering from having had a
minor stroke when on holiday in Edinburgh. He has (Answers on Back Page)
been signed off work by the doctor until the end of

May. He is hoping to go into Papworth Hospital during

this time for further tests and possible treatment. lan

and his wife, Lynda, and the family appreciate the

good wishes and prayers of the community.

22 Get well soon, lan !




St. George’s Fayre

March celebrates its 11™ St George’s Fayre on Sunday
28™ April 10am - 4pm and the bill is full to the brim!

There are plenty of free activities in store. Have you
ever fancied yourself as a medieval knight or how
about a tight rope walker? Well now’s your chance!
There will be something around every corner, you
might just spot a Viking warrior or a balloon wizard or
maybe even a smoke breathing dragon or two.

The streets will be lined with over 130 stalls offering
unique and speciality produce. Hand crafted
jewellery, personalised gifts, artisan food and luxury
beauty products are just some of the lines already
confirmed. There will be an interactive Art Zone by the
library where visitors can build a Dragon of the Future
or stop by March Library for fun craft activities. Visitors
will not be disappointed with the variety of street
performances and live music on the Market Place
and High Street throughout the day.

We encourage you to visit March Museum where you
will find a children's St George's Fayre trail, a
‘Bygones Treasure Trove’ of items you did not know
you wanted! and weather permitting, working pumps
and re-enactments in the rear yard. There will be the
finest collection of historic cycles in East Anglia
including Vivien the vintage fire engine. Kick back
and enjoy the view on Fox Narrowboats who will be
running charity boat trips along the river. More
information can be found at: www.fenland.gov.uk/
events and www.facebook.com/fenlandevents

See Ad. on page 14.

Gin Club

Another successful meeting held at one of our
members houses, with a celebration of a birthday,
the evening was kicked off with a light refreshing
lime gin and a touch of tonic. The start of the
evening was greeted with a knock at the door, the
arrival of a delivery driver dropping off two large
paper bags, containing the eagerly awaited
accompaniments of fine dining cuisine including:
chicken tikka masalas; mixed spicy grills; Baltis
and sufficient poppadums to feed the whole of
Christchurch.

Apologies to our main guest tonight who's email
was unfortunately added to the last article by the
editor of the Heron inadvertently, please see our
email below for membership.

As the meal was enjoyed, various gins were
passed around and discussed.

A Bakewell gin, which Mr Kipling would have been
proud of, was sampled, sadly this was not to
everyone’s taste, possibly not a great combination
alongside the sumptuous aromatic Indian
delicacies. However, more popular was the blood
orange gin, which perfectly complimented the
mango chutney, lime pickle and Game of
Humanities.

One great gin on the night was Rhubarb and
Ginger, the essence of rhubarb added a tart crisp
edge to a smooth English gin base, whilst the
ginger extract warmed the palate for a full-bodied
finish with one member being consistently drawn
back and therefore finishing the entire bottle.
After three hours the CGC moved to more
comfortable surroundings in the form of sofas and
floor, to enable further analysis of the gins sampled
so far.

The chairperson would like to add that the
overwhelming response received meant that the
next meeting is now oversubscribed, but spaces
will be available if cancellations are received for the
meeting in May, date to be advised.

The next meeting will be held during early April and
members will be notified by email. Email
christchurchginclub@gmail.com for membership.
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Slimming World

DODDINGTON

Mownbays 930 am, )):30 Am,
3:30 PM, $:30 PM + 730 PM
DObbNGTON VILLAGE HALL,
BEnwICK ROAD

TeL: DIANE O3307F SH360%
WWW.SLIMMINGWORLD.CO.VK/
SLIMUWITHDYNAMICDI

*OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MoNbays*

E12 (9 slimmingworld.co.uk

PRUNING @ LOPPING @ FELLING

touching hearts, changing lives

FOUR SEASONS TREE SERVICES
Qualified & Professmnul Tree
and Client Care

PLANTING ® REDUCING & RESHAPING
CROWN RAISING @ HEDGE TRIMMING

THINNING @ POLLARDING ® STUMP REMOVALS

OVERGROWN GARDENS PUT BACK INTO SHAPE
FRUIT TREES TREATED @ LOG & WOODCHIP SALES

FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE WITH NO OBLIGATION
For quality jobs at a competitive price call:

Home: 01353 721665 - Moh: 07771 707921

All work carried out to BS 3998 Standard

A genuine family managed business est. for over 30 years - Fully Insured

@Environmem \
W Agency
Registered
Waste Carrier

This company offers a 7 day cooling off period

LW Vehicle Services
Car & Commercial repairs

Est 2003

~ Electrical and Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs
~ MOT Preparation & Testing

~ Servicing and Inspections

~ On Site Service

~ Breakdown / Recovery Service

~Van and Car Sales

Contect Lee on 07717 738796 Or Tel 01354 610172
March Road, Welney

me®

MOBILE CATERING

Freshly cooked fish & chips,
sausages, chicken and pies.

Every Friday at the Dun Cow
from 5.00 ‘til 8.00 pm.

Call 07756 170 700

to book us for your
o party, function /
{l or fund raiser.
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BRIAN TWEED
@ SON LTD

FAMILY BUTCHERS

FRESH BEEF, PORK, LAMB AND POULTRY
OUR SPECIALITIES ARE HOME MADE SAUSAGES AND BURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM, ROAST BEEF, ROAST PORK AND HASLETS
ALSO HOMEMADE PIES AND SAUSAGE ROLLS

Telephone: 01945 773248 48, Town Street, Upwell PE14 9DA

A JONES & SON

| CA/ICINAI CAICC/DCDAIDC/

ALY/ REFAIRS/1INS T AL

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
FIRST CLASS AERIAL INSTALLATIONS/ADDITIONAL POINTS

26 March Road, Wimblington, March, Cambs PE15 ORN

Available from Monday to Friday 8:30 to 4:00

CLOSED ALL DAY TUESDAYS s F Tl
Fenland Leisure, Fenland House, w
Padgetts Road, Christchurch, PE14 9PJ

Tel: 01354 740320

Upwell Computer Repairs

Sales — Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades

Sales & Support
Internet Setup
Virus Removal

Laptop Screen Replacement
Windows Reinstallation
Hardware Upgrades

Tuition Software Upgrades
Web Design On-Site Services
Email Setup Custom Built PC’s

System Installations
Data Recovery Services

Internet Security
Network Installations

Contact Lewis today for a free consultation
01945 772717 - 07849 778525

support@upwellcomputerrepairs.co.uk - www.upwellcomputerrepairs.co.uk
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UserI Telephone Numbers Colin Steenson - Church Rd (East) 638664

Age UK Cambridgeshire 0300 6669860

Alzheimer's Society (Fenland) 01945 580480

Christchurch Resident's Association 01354638990

Churchwarden- s, D. Symons 01354638352

Citizens' Advice Bureau, Wisbech 01945 464367

Community Car Scheme (to book a journey) 07902316360

Community Centre bookings 01354638478

Communily Fire Safely Offcer oTiTsssies

District Councillor - Will Sutton 01354638025

District Councillor - Michelle Tanfield 07908 707129

Electricity Faults - UK Power Networks 105

FACT 01354661234

Fenland District Council 01354654321

Floodine . __ .. _____. 0845988 1188

Library - March 0354 0455225

National Deblline __ __  _____ ______. 0808 808 4000 _ |

Norfolk Dial-a-Ride __________________ 01553 770310

Parish Clerk - David Gibbs 07932191050

Parish Councillor - Jill Bliss ____ __ 01354638343

Parish Councillor - Richard Lloyd 01354 638956

Parish Counclor-Roger Giadwin 01354638538

Parish Councillor - Geoff Harper 01354 638681

Parish Councillor - James Hughes 01354638310

Parish Councillor - Peter Owen (Chair) 01354 638847 Amazingly this year's spaghetti harvest has come
Parish Councillor - Nigel Russell 01354 638279 more than h./vc.>.mon'rhs early!ll The m"?' wgc’rher
Police -PCSO Sue Clarke ¢ 0778025220 e ead of Iate Mareh cswound o
Police - Emergency 99 . normally be the case!

Police - Non Emergency 100 As a result there is likely to be a glut of spaghetti
Telephone Complaints 0345 145000 pasta this Spring and prices will falll Good news
Townl e:y. school 01354 638229 for all spaghetti loving punters! Better start on that

------------------------------------------------- Bolognaise Sauce in anficipation!

Trading Standards . 845040506

Train Informaton | 08457 484950 Several dates for the diary! Early May will see the
Upwell Health Centre (and out of hours) 01945773671 return of our annual “Village Plant Sale” to raise
Upwell Health Centre - Pharmacy 01945774934 ______ fundsin SL.Jpport of ‘.‘The Heron”, you.r very own
Veterinary Centre - The Crossings (D'Mkt) 01366 382219 Cpmmunlty Magazine. Then a fortnlght later there
R will be a wonderful evenings entertainment with
Vicars - lan & Lynda Brady 01354740627 “The Alan Norris Big Band” along with several very
Water Emergencies 08457 145145 special guests (see page 8). A variety of filled

jacket potatoes will be served in the interval and
the bar will be open! So why not come along and
support us and enjoy a great night! | guarantee
that you won’t be disappointed!

Of course, don't forget that there’s the eleventh
“St. George’s Fayre” in March Town Centre on
Sunday 28™ April. Another great day of
entertainment for all the family. See page 23 and
the ad. on page 14.

Web links in the Heron are active when viewed in our
online version www.theheron.info

Hope to see you all at these events!
Till next time - Ed'.



http://www.theheron.info

Richard Smart RIP

Richard Smart passed away on the evening of 7" March after struggling
for a while with serious iliness. In the end he passed away peacefully in
his sleep. Richard was a well known village character. Always very helpful
to people, and often seen riding through the village on his vintage
motorbike with his old fashioned crash helmet on. He was born in Tipp’s
End in 1942 and later, after marriage, moved to Christchurch where he
has lived for over forty years. He had been a market gardener, worked at
the brick and cement works, and then became a selftaught engineer
through his love of motorcycles and worked for the Metal Box Company.

I've known Rick almost since | first moved into
the village in April 2008 when | needed my

"4 lawnmower repaired and asked if anyone
knew someone who could do the job. Of
course Rick’s name came up and | was
staggered by the number of people who not
only knew him but had had various
engineering machine repairs done by him.
He was a lovely, helpful, and very
knowledgeable man who told me a lot about
=== village life and it’s history. On a par with our
S old columnist Alan Russell.

It was only later that | discovered that the Smart’s were a very famous
Fenland family. Alvar, our old postman, who can still be seen riding

around the village on his bike, tending the odd garden or two, is a cousin !
of his. But the family’s real claim to fame was ‘Turkey’ Smart the World
Champion Fenland Skater who we have done a piece on before. The now ; g
late Richard Smart was ‘Turkey’s’ great-grandson. - Ed'.

The colour picture of Turkey Smart is unique and has never been
published before. It is by far the most detailed image that is in existence
today. The picture was done by me some time ago; it originates from the ;
well known image that was published ¢1900. | produced a drawing from ‘:.
the original and painted itf, there are no others released quite like it. |
have however given a copy to the Wisbech Museum.

Richard with his son Harvey and grand— We were very fortunate
children on the Wash. Keeping up the to photograph Richard
family tradition! Smart when we did. |

was given Turkey Smarts
skates some time ago, it
was always my infention
to donate them fo the
Wisbech Museum as
they are extremely
important for the village
of Welney and of
course the history of
Fenland skating. We
were aware Richard
was not well but were
shocked to hear he 2 -«Ioseph B
died just a few days e e “dl Son of “Turkey’ Smart
. after | fook photographs - 27

. of him. - William Smith




Solutions: From page 22 We are pleased to report that Colin
Steenson, our roving reporter, got
the ‘all clear’ after his recent
cancer scare. He can be seen

1)"...for | am with you”;

2)” The Lord Himself goes be-

fore you,”; here ringing the bell in the
3)”...for you are with me”; McMillan Centre at Queen
4y"..and | will give you rest” sl e liel, Winels Ly

For Sale or

Small Personal Ads =

Free to local residents and contributors

- ﬂmmlm |
MWHF"W‘ ‘

BEKO DSFN 15345 d|shwasher 10"
place settings, Eco, Prewash, Rapid,
Intensive, £50 o.n.o Tel: 01354 638779
to view.

Any views expressed in The Heron do not necessarily reflect the views of The Heron Editorial Team.
The team aim to provide a balanced view of village opinions where such views are expressed.

We reserve the right to edit any submissions where we feel this is appropriate.

The Heron is printed by
March Stationery & Print, 5 Fenland Walk, March, Cambs PE15 8TW 28
Tel 01354 656 614, Email sales@marchsp.co.uk



