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Someone once said. "I love Christmas, it's the rest of 
the year that troubles me". But some people find the 
opposite to be true and that is, Christmas is a 
problem. Because the festive season can be 
exhausting and stressful at times. Long queues and 
short tempers, last day postings, compassion fatigue, 
compulsory family reunions, feigned excitement 
over unwanted gifts, make overs, left overs and hang 
overs. 

But it would be difficult to cancel Christmas because 
it has already happened and keeps happening. 
Every Christmas card we send and round robin 
Christmas news letter we write is defined by the birth 
of Jesus. The number of years are tied in with his birth 
AD meaning Anno Domini 'the year of our Lord'. For 
some people, Christmas is a tough time especially if 
people they love are no longer with them. But there 
is still much to celebrate. The colours of the season, 
the comfort cooking, the festival music and the 
good times with family and friends are expressions 
of joy and good will which is in keeping with the first 
announcements to the Bethlehem shepherds by the 
angels. "Behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you born this 
day a saviour which is Christ the Lord" (Luke. 2:10). 

The centre of attention was a baby boy born in a 

stable a sort of open air 
maternity ward, barely one 
star accommodation, self 
catering only, animals 
welcome and makeshift cot 
provided. It was totally unfit for 
purpose, but there was joy 
and wonder in that place. 
Christmas can still be a time for adoration and 
contemplation. But if we try to meet unrealistic 
expectations, it will become physically, emotionally 
and financially overstretched. We want the best for 
others, we like to show our love with cards, presents 
and surprises. Let's not lose sight of the fact that the 
original message of Christmas was about God's 
presence. 

God stepped into human history in the form of His Son 
Jesus. He came to give us hope, help and an eternal 
home. If we want this Christmas to be even more 
meaningful than usual let us spend some time 
reminding ourselves that, in giving the world Jesus, 
God showed that he was with us for good! 

Have a blessed and Happy Christmas. 

Ian. 

Rev. I Brady. 

Dec 5
th 11am Rev L Brady, A Day  All Age Worship  

Dec 10
th 9:30am Rev S Tooke, SE Tooke  Holy Communion 

Dec 17
th 3:30pm  Revs I&L Brady  Carol Service - mulled wine and mince pies 

Dec 18
th 5:30pm   Christingle 

Dec 24
th 11am Rev S Tooke, SE Tooke  Holy Communion 

Dec 24
th 8pm Revs I&L Brady  Christmas Eve Communion - Manea 

Dec 25
th 10am Rev L Brady Christmas Day Communion - Christchurch 

Dec 31
st 10am Rev I Brady, B Hopkins United Communion - Welney 

Jan 7
th 11am Rev L Brady, A Day  All Age Worship  

Church Services - for the Festive Season 

Every Friday 2-3pm Coffee, Cake and Chat in the Church building  
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Community Information 
Mobile Library: First Tuesday each month - In 

the Lay-by Upwell Road - 12:15 to 12:45pm  

Mobile Post Office:  
visits Mon - Thu in the Lay-by Upwell Road  

Monday and Thursday 16:30 to 17:00 
Tuesday and Wednesday 16:10 to 17:00 
Fridays - no service 

Dun Cow Meal Deal on alternate 

Wednesday lunchtimes - 2 courses for £5.50 -  
Pre-Booked places ONLY.  
This month’s date 13th December 

Delicious Fish and Chips are available 

outside the Dun Cow from Michael and Michelle’s 
van on Fridays 5pm to 8pm 

Community Car Scheme still need to find 

another voluntary driver. If you like helping people 
and have a little time to spare during the week, use 
the contact details below.  Contact Sue Beel at Care 
Network, for a chat, on 01945 589953 or email 
sue.b@care-network.org.uk.  

Contact the Parish Council?  
phone numbers: in Useful Numbers page 26,  
email: christchurchcambspc@gmail.com  
website: christchurchpc.btck.co.uk 

Defibrillator -  location is on wall of the dining 

hall in Townley School grounds. 

Access via the car park in Greenways off Crown Rd! 

The Church Christmas Coffee morning 

raised £259, Daphne 
and Andy (Church 
Wardens) expressed a 
huge "thank you" to 
helpers and attenders. 
The Carol service on 
17th Dec will be 
followed by mulled 
wine and mince pies" 

EDITORIAL 
Well! The festive season 
is upon us and the New 
Year beckons! May we 
send you all our very 
best wishes and please take note of those of other 
friends and neighbours on page 7. 

We’ve treated you to a few extra colour pages this 
month but sadly we cannot afford to do this every 
month. As it is for everyone, funds are a bit tight at 
the moment so we very much hope that you will 
support us via our Food Fayre at the Community 
Centre on Sunday the 3rd of December. That’s this 
coming Sunday! So please don’t forget to come 
along! There’ll be lots of treats to be had including a 
“Hog Roast”, pizzas etc. as well as produce to buy to 
get you ready for Christmas; local fruit & veg and a 
selection of fresh meat. You may also place your 
Christmas orders if you so wish! Please see page 13 
for full details. 

Prepare yourselves for a particularly bad flu season. 
See page 8. But there’s good news about 
forthcoming egg harvests. No more fears over raw or 
runny eggs. See page 24. More news on brown bin 
collections there too. 

On page 16 there are a collection of Christmas 
cookery tips to help your Christmas celebrations go 
more smoothly and make them less stressful, all care 
of our village’s very own celebrity chef, Richard 
Hughes. 

PauI and I would particularly like to thank all our new 
team members; to Derek Randall-Hall for all his 
graphics expertise and for managing our Youth & 
Sport pages, to Lewis of Upwell Computers for his 
technical knowledge and eventually taking over the 
website and overseeing ad placements from Paul, 
and to Elaine Reed-Hughes for all her work on the 
Clubs pages. And of course, further behind the 
scenes to Linda Webster for managing our finances, 
and looking after our advertisers and kind 
benefactors. To Sandra Lloyd for packing and 
posting out the magazine to all our subscribers. And 
last but by no means least a big thank you to Vivien 
Haresnape who does all our proof reading. 

I cannot finish without giving the most ENORMOUS 
THANK YOU! To Sandra Kay and all her delivery 
personnel. What a great job they do! After all you 
wouldn’t even be reading this without them. Thank 
you all so very much! Happy Christmas!  

Enjoy! ‘Till next year 

PLEASE NOTE:- There is now a NEW WASTE BIN at 
the Skate Park, so there is now no excuse for 
youngsters leaving rubbish on the field or in the 
dyke. 

Rev Ian and Terry Symonds share the 
top prize for Table Cloth pulling! 

mailto:sue.b@care-network.org.uk.
mailto:christchurchcambspc@gmail.com
christchurchpc.btck.co.uk
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At the time of going to press, all information is as accurate and up to date as we can 
make it. Changes and updates may be published subsequently. All information 

contributed by outside agencies, including dates etc., will be assumed to be correct. 

Abbreviations for commonly used venues:   
TS = Townley School, CCC = Christchurch Community Centre, (new Hall) 
TH = Three Holes Village Hall, UH = Upwell Village Hall, WH = Welney Village Hall 

Advertisers - all our advert rates and conditions can be found on our website www.theheron.info 
Business advertisers can book series of six or 12 adverts, paid in advance. Adverts for village fundraising 
events, personal announcements, or small private ads are usually free. 

General events  
Dec 2

nd Gardening Club - outing to Anglesey Abbey for the Winter Lights  

Dec 3
rd Christchurch Food Fayre - 10am-4pm - CCC 

Dec 5
th Christchurch Craft Club - Christmas nibble and natter night  - 7pm - CCC  

Dec 5
th Mobile Library visits - Upwell Rd Lay-by 12:15-12:45pm 

Dec 11
th Parish Council Meeting - ALL WELCOME - 7:30pm - CCC 

Dec 12
th Art Club - new students welcome - 1:30 - 3:30pm - CCC 

Dec 12
th WI - Annual Meeting & Ukulele Band - 7pm - CCC 

Dec 18
th Deadline date for January Heron Items 

Dec 20
th Christchurch Book Club - 7:30pm - Pear Tree farm - info Sheila Day 07946 635908 

Weekly events  

Mondays Pop-Up Coffee Shop - 9-11:30am - CCC  
 

Pilates - each Monday - 6:30-7:30pm - CCC - see notice on page 13 for alternative 

Fridays “Cake, Coffee and Chat” - 2-3pm - Parish Church - All Welcome  
 

Fish and Chip Van visits - outside Dun Cow - 5-8pm  

Church services over the festive period are on Page 2 this month 

http://www.theheron.info
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Hi, Can I ask you to include the bare bones 
of this in the next Heron? I've posted 
something on the Christchurch Facebook page, 
but it would be good to get as wide a 
coverage as possible. 
In case you're not aware, Openreach consider 
Christchurch "done" for superfast broadband 
- anyone connected to a green cabinet is 
able to have it. 
However, my research shows that more than 
half the postcodes connected to the exchange 
are "Exchange Only" - they have a direct 
connection to the exchange and are NOT able 
to get superfast broadband. So the claimed 
"95%" coverage figure for Christchurch is 
laughable. 
Latest estimates show that these properties 
may get something by late 2018/19 (unless 
budgets get cut!). 
The more people complete the survey to show 
their current speed and demand for superfast 
broadband the better. 
Conscious of space in the Heron (and since 
much of the text is self-serving), can I 
suggest that the key messages are: 
a - not everyone in Christchurch has access 

to superfast broadband 
b - Connecting Cambridgeshire are 

responsible for connecting the remainder 
c - Web page to see your latest estimated 

date and survey to show your current speed 
and demand for superfast broadband 

d - lots of speed checkers (such as 
speedtest.net) 

e - the more people complete this, the 
higher priority we're likely to get 

Maybe you could also include Connecting 
Cambridgeshire's website in the "links" 
section? 

Happy to chat 
Many thanks 
Richard Horton  
 

See page 18 for the context of Richard’s email - Ed’. 

 
Mr. Richard Guilford,  
I imagine this email is a little out of the 
ordinary, however I am currently working on 
a research project about Flemish and French 
migrants to Hatfield Chase, the Sandtoft 
Colony. I also happen to be a descendent 
from this community, from the branch that 
moved to the United States in the 1680s. I 
know that Mr Trevor Bevis has written 
extensively on this topic, and I would like 
to meet him. I have not been able to find 
contact information for him, but I was able 
to find that he wrote an article for the 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Weather Lore  by your Local Weather Sage 

If Christmas on a Thursday be,  
A windy winter you will see, 
But summer will be fine and dry,  
And beasts and corn will multiply 

8th 2017  
2-3  

community magazine in 2015. I will be in 
England during the Christmas season and 
January, as I will be visiting several 
archives myself. If you are able to 
facilitate, I would also love to come visit 
March, Cambridgeshire and interview him (and 
if he is willing as well). If you are able 
to help me, I would be so grateful. 
 
All the best,  
Christopher DeCou 

Trevor has written for us in the past so I will be 

pleased to email you his contact details. (Not 

publishing them for obvious reasons!) Wishing you luck 

in your endeavours, - Ed'.  
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PADDOCK & FIELD SERVICES 
Equestrian and Small Acreage Specialist 

Andy Jackson 
 Orchard Barn 
 Flint House Rd 
 Lotts Bridge 
 PE14 9JN 
07801 108 555 

 
 

andy@paddockandfieldservices.co.uk 
 paddockandfieldservices.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For all your Timber and Building Supplies 
 

ISLE ROAD, OUTWELL 
PE14 8TD 

Tel: 01945 77 21 16 
 

FENCING, PANELS, TRELLIS 
TIMBER, PLYWOOD, DECKING 

 
SAND, BALLAST, GRAVEL 

 
SCREWS, NAILS, BOLTS 

 
PAINT, SILICONE, HAND TOOLS 

 
LOCKS, ELECTRICALS, PLUMBING, 

GUTTERING 
UNDERGROUND PIPE & FITTINGS 

 
CEMENT, MULTIFINISH, PLASTERBOARD 

Pop-up Café and Coffee Shop 
 

 
Pop along & have breakfast with us! 
Sausage, bacon and egg rolls using 
locally sourced meat and our own 
free-range eggs and home baked 

rolls 
 

Every Monday Morning 
from 9 - 11.30am 

Christchurch Community Centre 
 

Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate, Squash, 
Biscuits and Homemade Cakes and 

Cookies.  
Pop along for a cuppa and a chat.    

All welcome. 
We look forward to seeing you.  
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Wishing you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. From Doris Ted 

Wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
and Healthy New Year. 
Graham and Peggy Warby 

Mrs Doris (Wolsey) Rolfe 
Would like to wish all 
friends and neighbours A 
Very Happy Christmas 
and a Peaceful New Year. 

Wendy and David Would 
like to wish a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all our 
friends 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to all my 
friends.  
Best wishes Kitty Brett 

A Smile 
Smiling is infectious, you can catch it like the flu, 
When someone smiled at me today, I started smiling too. 
I passed around the corner and someone saw my grin 
When he smiled I realised, I’d passed it on to him. 
I thought about the smile and then I realised its worth, 
A single smile like mine could travel round the earth. 
So if you feel a smile begin, don’t leave it undetected, 
Let’s start an epidemic quick and get the world infected. 

Doug Scott 

The Editor and all staff would like to pass on their best wishes for 
a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year to all our readers 
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Christchurch  
Art Group  
Autumn Update 2017 

Please note we have had to change our meeting time 
to 1.30 – 3.30. We hope this new time might enable 
some more budding artists to come along and join us 

Our recent sessions we have been practicing easy ways 
to paint simple people in landscape.  We have also 
continued with some still life using various media of 
choice.  Most of us had a go at Chinese painting, which 
is different and fun to do. 

Our group is friendly and relaxed. We are all enjoying the 
sessions and would love to welcome some more 
members. We have a tutor to lead us, but we all can 
learn as much from each other and gain in confidence. 
All artists have their own special style and approach so 
we have a lot of variety and some very good art. 

 We like to try various techniques and subjects. 

Do contact Sandra (638478) or Jan (638217) for more 
information, or pop along during the session to see what 
we are up to. We normally meet on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month at 1.30 – 3.30 (term time). 
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About 50 people attended 
the November meeting 
when the theme was fashion. 

The meeting started with a short business section 
followed by a presentation by Beryl to winners of :- 
Ten pin bowling – Jan Harper 

Handmade phone case – Margaret Sparrow 

‘Under 30 membership’ with most new members -
  Christchurch WI 
Well done Jan and Margaret! 

Our speaker and compere from Bon Marche fashions 
was Rosemary. Ten models, mostly WI members, 
modelled ten outfits each, consisting of day/evening/
and night wear, stopping halfway to enjoy a finger 
buffet, followed by a raffle with many lucky winners. 

Margaret Sparrow thanked Rosemary and staff for all 
their hard work before and during the evening.   

Competition – photos of yourself in high fashion/
fancy dress. 

5pts, Sandra Kay. 
4pts, Wendy Yates, Val Parker, Viv Haresnape, Elaine 
Reed-Hughes. 
3pts, Peggy Warby, Anne Atkinson, Sue Norman, Sue 
Quail, Marion Hawthorn. 
1pt, Sandra Lloyd. 

Next month - Annual meeting 
Entertainment by a Ukulele Band 
Competition – favourite joke or saying. 
Refreshments – Elaine & Jan 
Raffle Rota – Marion, Doris Wolsey, Val & Kay. 

November Craft Club 

All our members had a go at 
making a Christmas Stocking 
using felt and fur. As you can 
see we all had different 
design ideas and made 
some fun decorations ready 
for the Festive season. 

Next month's 
meeting (Dec 5th 
7pm) will be our 
Christmas nibble 
and natter night. 
Please will all 
members bring  a 
small snack to 
share with the 

group and any unfinished projects that you may wish 
to work on.  

If there's time, we 
may make some 
small felt 
Christmas 
decorations. 

New members 
always welcome. 
Contact Wendy 
Yates on 01354 638448. 

Christchurch Book Club 
Book club met on 2nd November. We had been 
reading ‘Bridgit Jones Diary’ by Helen Fielding. As 
usual, there was a mixed response with some very 
much enjoying it, while others found it repetitive!  

The book for December is ‘The Circle’ by Dave 
Eggers, and our next 
meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 20th December, 
7.30pm at Sheila’s, Pear Tree 
farm, Padgett’s Road.  

New members always 
welcome. 

For more information, 
contact Sheila day 07946 
635908. 
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NOT SO FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD 
For those of our readers not familiar with the 
Gardening Club, this time of year as we come to the 
end of our diary events, it has become something of a 
tradition, that we have a Fish and Chip supper. This 
year once again catered by Fenland Mobile Catering, 
took place at the Community Centre on Tuesday 21st 
November. As we have come to expect the food 
provided by Michelle and Michael was first class as 
were the traditional Mushy Peas and mince pies 
provided by Peggy Warby. There was a real warm 
social feel to the evening. Prizes were awarded for the 
plant competition which this year saw the strongest 
entrants so far, joint third prize was awarded to Sandra 
Kay and Miranda Pointer, in joint second place were 
Pauline Murfitt and Sheila Smart, while first prize went to 
Maureen Green. A game of Bingo completed the 

evening which was filmed by the Welle Film Club for 
inclusion in the video being prepared for the club. 

The Fish and Chips hardly had time to be digested 
before the members of the club were off again on a 
trip by coach to Gates 
Garden Centre and 
Oakham Village on Sunday 
26th November. 

The Garden Centre is bigger 
than ever this year with the 
addition of a brand-new 
Santa’s Grotto which barely 
a month ago was a green 
field. The restaurant replete 
with several wood fires was 
absolutely rammed with 

over an hour to wait for a table. There were very 
large displays of toys with whole villages created 
complete with skiers and a skating polar bear. The 
various buildings which formed the village were all 
for sale (although I’m not sure if they would attract 
stamp duty!) 

As well as the toys there were many outlets available 
for the more mature shopper as well as the actual 
garden section, the coach was later groaning under 
the weight of the “shopping” 

Most of the members elected to stay at the Garden 
Centre for the remainder of the day but a few hardy 
souls decided to make the trip to Oakham, 
unfortunately most of Oakham was closed!  

A nearby pub was quickly found, and the gang 
decided to hole up there by a roaring fire. A good 
choice I would say. Oakham is the County Town of 
Rutland (once famous for the Ruttles, look it up) and 
close to Rutland Water. The reservoir is East Anglia’s 
drinking water supply and home to Ospreys, bird 

watching, fishing and wildlife. 
Oakham itself is home to the 
Rutland Railway Museum as well 
as the County Museum and 
Oakham Castle, and many 
independent shops and 
restaurants. 

The next outing is on December 
2nd when the club visit Anglesey 
Abbey for the Winter Lights. 

I will report back next issue. 

 I should like to thank the 
members of the Committee who 
work so hard for the club on a 

regular basis. For further information or to join the 
club just come along on a club night (the third 
Tuesday each month) or call 01354638230 

David picks 
another 
winner! 

The company 
relax after a 
busy evening 
eating! 
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Check your turkey fits in your oven BEFORE Christmas Day. And before you buy a big bird to rival Sesame 
Street's, think about how much turkey meat you need: do people in your household really love turkey 
sandwiches/curry/fritters/soup/salad/bake/pie/stroganoff? And even if they do, do they still love eating 
turkey-based fare when they've faced it for five straight days on the trot?  

On Christmas Eve, prepare and blanch your vegetables. Then, pull a proper magic trick out of the hat: 
put the turkey legs, stock, a little wine and some herbs in a slow cooker and leave to simmer overnight - 
bingo, ready-made gravy for the morning.  

If possible, lay the table the morning or night before you're serving Christmas dinner. The best ploy is to 
employ child labour, using vague threats about Father Christmas only visiting households where the 
offspring have helped with cutlery and tablecloths (although be warned: only rare children adhere to 
the Elle Decoration guidelines for setting tables. Do not be surprised if half your spoons are on the floor).  

Is there any reason that you have to eat at lunchtime? Wouldn't it be more civilised to eat at dinner or 
later in the afternoon? The longer you have to cook, the less stressed you will feel and the less rushed the 
whole event will be. As an added bonus, your guests may be drunker than usual which will hide a 
multitude of sins on the plate.  

Choose a starter that doesn't require the use of an oven (smoked salmon with prawns and horseradish 
cream is a winner) and a dessert that can be served straight from the fridge or quickly warmed up in a 
matter of minutes (Arctic Roll? Angel Delight? Only kidding). This will save you time and oven-space.  

What will save you even more time and oven-space is not having a starter at all. Controversial - to 
everyone apart from the cook.  

Do not serve generous helping of self-deprecation with your meal: you may be your worst critic but 
don't start making apologies before your guests have sunk their teeth into your (possibly burnt) offerings. 
So what if the turkey is dry? What do people think gravy is FOR?  

There is a reason why Marks and Spencer's best-seller at Christmas is ready-made sausages wrapped in 
bacon: have no shame in passing off pre-prepared food as your own. Dust icing sugar over bought 
mince-pies, add a flourish of home-made brandy butter to a shop-bought Christmas pudding, revel in 
the fact that clever manufacturers are now purposefully making their festive fare look a little bit 
amateurish to make it easier to 
pretend you made it from 
scratch. Tis the season to be 
sneaky.  

Keep saying the Christmas Day 
Mantra over and over to 
yourself until it feels like the truth 
or until you are led away to 
have a lie-down in a darkened 
room: This is just a glorified 
Sunday Roast. This is just a 
glorified Sunday Roast. Note: this 
mantra is far more effective if 
every time you utter it you have 
a very large glug of wine.  

CHRISTMAS DINNER CHEATS FOR CANNY COOKS:  
Every year, 15 million women try to avoid cooking the big Christmas meal -a fact that 
becomes less surprising when you hear that the average time it takes to prepare dinner on 
December 25 is a staggering nine hours. Save yourself a merry meltdown in the kitchen with 
our festive shortcuts.      - some ideas lifted from Richard Hughes’ book School Dinners 
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BUILDING  
DECONSTRUCTION  

Buildings bought and all materials recycled/
upcycled 

Pre 1930s preferred 
but all buildings considered 

from barns to cottages  
including site clearance 

 FREE QUOTATIONS GIVEN 
We have a large number of salvaged 

ARCHITECTURAL ITEMS FOR SALE 
Bricks & other building materials,  

roof trusses etc.  
Firewood, plants, and hanging baskets 

COME IN AND SEE US  
AND HAVE A BROWSE! 

 

Call Matt or Sarah Lawrence on 
Tel: 01354 638977 or, Mobile: 07856 291787 
Toll Farm, Ha-Penny Toll Road, 
Three Holes, Norfolk, 
PE14 9LJ 
Email: buildingdeconstruction@yahoo.com 

  

mailto:buildingdeconstruction@yahoo.com
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The word ‘trump’ has many different meanings. In 
the light of the current US Presidency, (What? No 
impeachment yet!) it’s amazing how appropriate 
some of those dictionary definitions are: 
trump1 to deceive, trumpery showy and worthless 
stuff 
trump2 a blast, associated with elephants, or 
another word for a blast of air from between one’s 
legs, spouting of hot-air, i.e. empty words 
trump3 an advantageous or victorious expedient, as 
in trump-card, to play a trump-card instead of 
following suit, overpowering, often unfairly 

trump4 an obstruction cast in one’s way, to cast an 
obstruction, to allege, to concoct and put forward 
unscrupulously 
As if that wasn’t enough, an old English word, lost since 
the 16th Century, recently reared its head again: 
betrump meaning to deceive or cheat 

Language experts, following an overwhelming vote,  
will submit betrump to the editors of the Oxford English 
Dictionary in the hope that it could be included again, 
having been out in the cold for so long. Clearly, it has 
become more relevant today as supported by the 
public vote. Top that Mr. Trump! 

TOP TRUMPS! - this tells us all we need to know! 

Do you want superfast broadband but can’t get it yet? Tell us! 
 
The Connecting Cambridgeshire 
programme, led by Cambridgeshire 
County Council, is bringing superfast 
broadband access to as many homes 
and businesses as possible that could 
not get it otherwise. 
 
The superfast broadband rollout has 
now reached over 95% of the county 
and is aiming for 99% coverage by 
2020. Most premises can upgrade to 
faster fibre services with their chosen 
provider, and thousands more will be 
covered in the next phase of the 
rollout from 2017-2019.  
 
Planning is now underway to fill 
remaining gaps in coverage, and 
telecoms providers are being formally 
consulted about their plans for 
delivering superfast broadband in order to map the revised intervention area.   
 
To support this, householders and businesses, who want superfast broadband but cannot access it yet, are 
being asked to help to confirm postcode mapping and show the strength of demand for faster connectivity.  
 

• Use the postcode checker to check current or planned superfast broadband coverage in your 
postcode area, and find out how to upgrade or improve your broadband speeds. 

 

• Fill in the Broadband Demand Survey if the postcode checker shows that your area is in scope for 
future phases of the rollout, or tell Connecting Cambridgeshire if the status given does not reflect 
your situation.  

 

• Businesses in rural areas can also help show the demand for better digital connectivity by 
completing Connecting Cambridgeshire’s Broadband Connectivity Survey.  

 

• For more information, please email contact@connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk or call 01223 
703293. 

http://www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/my-area/
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/QINRM/
http://www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/connecting-businesses/
mailto:contact@connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk
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TOWNLEY  SCHOOL AND PRE-SCHOOL 
Christchurch, Wisbech, Cambs. PE14 9NA 

 
Email: office@townley.cambs.sch.uk 
Website: www.townleyschool.org.uk                                             

Tel/Fax: 01354 638229 

Dog Poo 

We are really 
sad to report 
that the dog 
fouling seems to 
have started 
again. We have 
had two very 
upset children 
this week who 
have trodden in 
poo on their way 
to school. Please 
be a responsible 
dog owner and 
clear up after 
your dog. 

 

Diary Dates — 13th December—2pm 
Christmas Play (Tickets to be ordered 
from the school office) 

18th December –5.30pm Christingle at 
Church. 

Race for Life 

The children all took part in the Race 
for Life, in aid of Cancer Research on 
2nd November. So far we have 
received over £600 worth of 
sponsorship money! We would like to 
thank everyone who supported this 
event. 

Remembrance 

We went to the war memorial at the 
Church and held a service of 
remembrance. We hope you noticed  
our poppies. 

Children in Need 

We raised £96! 
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Last month we had the Alan Norris Big Band and a great 
write up from Steve. Sadly, we didn’t have the space for 
any photos, though I did take quite a few. Steve’s off on 
the Gardening Club trip today (26th Nov) so it falls to me to 
do this month’s write up. How to follow the fantastic Alan 
Norris ensemble you may well ask. Well Nigel did not 
disappoint us with the amazingly talented Rhythm Section; 
featuring the great Len Skeet on bass, Mike Smith on 
drums, Nick Dawson on piano, and Colin Oxley on guitar. 
The incomparable Len Skeet! – that doesn’t mean he’s a 
lousy compare! – quite the opposite! Len of course was the 
boss, the master, the gov’nor; just an almost imperceptible 
nod at an appropriate moment to bring the others in on 
cue. I’m sure he’d do well bidding secretly at an auction! 
Having said that, with such a musical rapport between 
them they were nodding solos back and forth between 
them all the while in a fantastic first half. Nick Dawson, an 
amazing talent, with great vocal stylings and a wonderfully 
versatile voice, made his keyboard sound so perfectly 
piano. He has been MD of Mama Mia in the West End and 
is a real virtuoso on the keys too! He has worked with Mike 
Smith professionally on numerous occasions in the past 
and they clearly have a great musical connection. Mike, 
like a metronome, but much more interesting, along with 
Len, welded the quartet together. He wore a permanently 
happy smile, clearly enjoying the others’ musicianship. But 
then he was hanging around with some great musicians! 

LOL With a great golden Gretch kit, formerly of the Radio 
Big Band, he slipped from brushes to sticks and back 
again imperceptibly. No wonder he’s kept busy by Dame 
Shirley Bassey. Colin Oxley of The John Wilson Orchestra 
delighted us with clean arpeggios and great fretboard 
dexterity. His other hand’s not bad either! A real marvel! 

By the second half they were enjoying each other’s 
playing even more, and the boys done good! Smiles all 
around as they knew they were performing at the top of 
their game. Nodding to each other to bring each other in 
for some amazing individual solo performances. Dazzling! 
Totally with each other, on the same wavelength, 
anticipating each other’s next move, and totally ‘in the 
zone!’ Thumbs up to each other, thanking and 
congratulating each other, in appreciation of each other’s 
musicianship. They obviously really enjoyed each other’s 
playing and were a perfect meld. Took it to another level 
by the end of the set. What a way to finish the Club year! 
Well done Nigel 

Jazz Club       RWBG 
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SANDRA KAY 
 

SOFT FURNISHINGS & CURTAINS 
 

HAND MADE (your own fabrics) 
 

01354 638478 
 
 
 

 

Beauty Treatments 
By 

Jane 
 

N.V.Q. – i.b.d. – Babtac 

 
LCN Microdermabrasion Facials 

NEW Oxygen regeneration Facials - less 

outlay than Botox (a celebrity favourite) 

NEW Non-surgical firming lift and tone 

St.Tropez Spray tanning 

Gel pedicures 

Shellac manicures 

Week-end & semi permanent  

eyelashes 

 

Rose Cottage, 

Christchurch 

Telephone: 01354  638378 
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Fears of Worst Flu Season in History 
The NHS is braced for the worst flu 
season in its history, amid fears that 
overcrowded hospitals will be unable 
to cope. Simon Stevens said Australia 
and New Zealand had a "heavy flu 
season" over their recent winter with 
many hospitals struggling to deal with 
demand. He said scientists would re-
examine vaccines amid fears that the 
current jabs may not hold off the 
infections. For almost a decade the 
NHS has escaped a heavy flu season, 
with the last pandemic in 2009.  

Free flu jabs are offered to all over 
65s, pregnant women, young 
children, those with long-term 
conditions such as asthma and all 
frontline NHS staff.  

The children's flu vaccine is offered as 
a yearly nasal spray. The vaccine is 
available free for eligible children, 
including: children aged two and 
three; children in reception and 
school years one, two, three and four 
(though in some parts of the country, 
all primary school-aged children will 

be offered the vaccine), and children 
aged 2 to 17 with long-term health 
conditions. Over the next few years the 
programme will gradually be 
extended to include older children.  

Your child's GP or school should 
contact you about getting your child 
vaccinated before the winter. If you 
haven't heard from your GP by early 
November 2017, contact them directly.  

The best way to prevent seasonal flu 
is to get vaccinated each year, but 
good health habits can help stop the 
spread of germs and prevent 
respiratory illnesses like the flu.  
1. Avoid close contact  
Avoid close contact with people who 
are sick.  
2. Stay home when you are sick  
If possible, stay home from work, 
school, and errands when you are sick 
to prevent risk of spread.  
3. Cover your mouth and nose  
When coughing or sneezing use a 
tissue.  

4. Clean your hands  
Washing your hands often will help 
protect you from germs.  
5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or 
mouth  
Germs are often spread when person 
touches something that is 
contaminated with them, then 
touches his or her eyes, nose, or 
mouth.  
6. Practice other good health habits 
Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched surfaces at home, work or 
school, especially when someone is 
ill. Get plenty of sleep, be physically 
active, manage your stress, drink 
plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious 
food.  
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Fenland District Council has just announced that they 
have been able to keep the subscription fee the 
same as last year and continue to offer a 10% 
discount for payments by Direct Debit when 
purchased early. 

All annual direct debits taken for the 
2018 season will be taken at £36 per 
subscription for each brown bin. 

If you have a valid Direct Debit in 
place you need take no further 
action. Your payment will be taken 
on 1st February 2018. This will allow 
time for the subscription sticker(s) to 
be printed and delivered. 

For some customers this will mean a 
change from your previous 
payment date and amount where 

other charges were raised 
initially, such as new bin 
deliveries. 

As always, where there are any changes to the 
amount, date or frequency of your Direct 
Debit we will notify you 10 working days 
in advance of your account being 
debited. 

More information about the Garden 
Waste Service, including the Terms and 
Conditions and Frequently Asked 
Questions, is available on the council 
website at www.fenland.gov.uk/
gardenwaste 

If you have any further questions please 
contact us at 
gardenwaste@fenland.gov.uk or call 
01354 654321 

FENLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL - GARDEN 
WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE 2018/19 

Pregnant women, babies and elderly people can 
now enjoy dippy eggs again for the first time since 
the 1980s - as long as they have the British Lion mark. 
The Food Standards Agency (FSA) changed its advice 
in October 2017 on eggs, confirming that British Lion 
eggs are safe to be eaten runny, and even raw, by 
vulnerable groups such as infants, children, pregnant 
women and elderly people. These groups can now 
enjoy the nutritional benefits of eggs, without having 
to fully cook them. The new advice follows a year-
long risk assessment by the Advisory Committee on 
the Microbiological Safety of Food and is the result of 
extensive food safety measures introduced within the 
British Lion Code of Practice since its launch in 1998. 
Andrew Joret, chairman of the British Egg 
Industry Council, which runs the British 
Lion scheme, welcomed the new advice: 
"This is a real success story for the UK egg 
industry. Our producers have maintained 
the highest standards for two decades to 
ensure the superior safety of British Lion 
eggs and we are delighted that FSA has 
now confirmed that these eggs are safe 
enough for even vulnerable groups to 
eat runny or even raw. "We know that the 

previous advice has deterred many women from 
eating eggs when pregnant, and from giving them 
to their babies, as well as denying older people the 
pleasure and nutritional benefits of a 'dippy egg' 
and home-made mousses and mayonnaise. ' 
Heather Hancock, Chairman of the Food Standards 
Agency, said: "The major reduction in the risk of 
salmonella in Lion eggs is testament to the work 
carried out by egg producers. The measures they've 
taken, from vaccination of hens through to 
improving hygiene on farms and better 
transportation, have dramatically reduced 
salmonella levels in UK hens.' Dr Juliet Gray, 
registered nutritionist, said: "The new advice is very 

welcome news. Eggs are highly 
nutritious, containing many key 
nutrients including high quality 
protein, vitamin D, selenium, iodine, 
choline and omega-3 fatty acids. 
These nutrients are particularly 
important for many vulnerable groups, 
including pregnant women, babies 
and elderly people and several of 
them are not found in many other 
foods.  

Runny Eggs - Back on the Menu - from Families Cambridgeshire 

http://www.fenland.gov.uk/gardenwaste
http://www.fenland.gov.uk/gardenwaste
mailto:gardenwaste@fenland.gov.uk
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Obituaries 

Small Personal Ads 
Free to local residents and contributors 

For Sale or 
Wanted 

FOR SALE 
Qashqai rubber boot liner 2014 model,  
cost £65 new - £25 ONO 01354 638478 
 
FOR SALE 
His & Hers adult bikes for sale 

 
 

£45 each ono. 
 
01354 638989 or 0788 068 4568 

 

Peter Michael Knight 
much loved villager  

passed away peacefully in his sleep after a long illness 

 

5th September 1944 – 27th October 2017 
Beloved husband of Shirley, Father, Grandfather, and brother, 

falconer and dog lover, who will be much missed by all.  

In Loving Memory of 
 

Mary Florence Irene Rolf 
The dearly loved wife 
of the late Jack Rolfe. 

A beloved Sister and Auntie 
who passed away peacefully 

on Monday 30th October 2017 
Aged 95 years 

A true village stalwart always with  
a happy and jovial disposition  

1. b 
2. c 
3. a 
4. b 
5. c 
6. b 
7. a 
8. c 
9. b 

Santa Clause Quiz -The Answers 

10. c 
11. b 
12. b 
13. c 
14. a 
15. b 
16. c 
17. a 
 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are 
with recently bereaved 
families this festive season.  
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01354 638664 

01354 638478 

01354 638779 

01354 638448 

01354 638679 

01354 638679 

01354 638802 

01354 638990 

01945 870963 

Age UK Cambridgeshire  0300 6669860  

Alzheimer's Society  (Fenland)  01945 580480  

Anglian Water – Susan Bull  08457 145 145 101  

Christchurch Resident’s Association 01354 638990  

Churchwarden - Mrs. D. Symons  01354 638352  

Citizens' Advice Bureau, Wisbech  01945 464367  

Community Car Scheme (to book a journey)  07902 316360  

Community Centre bookings 01354 638478 

Community Fire Safety Officer 07717858166       

District Councillor - Will Sutton  01354 638025  

District Councillor - Michelle Tanfield 07908 707129  

Electricity Faults - UK Power Networks 105 

FACT   01354 661234  

Fenland District Council  01354 654321  

Floodline 0845 988 1188 

Library - March  0354 0455225  

National Debtline 0808 808 4000 

Norfolk Dial-a-Ride  01553 770310  

Parish Clerk - Jane Rees 01354 638131  

Parish Councillor - Jill Bliss  01354 638343 

Parish Councillor - William Beswick  01354 638758 

Parish Councillor - Roger Gladwin 01354 638538 

Parish Councillor - Geoff Harper 01354 638681 

Parish Councillor - James Hughes 01354 638310 

Parish Councillor - Peter Owen (Chair) 01354 638847 

Parish Councillor - Nigel Russell  01354 638279 

Police  - PCSO Sue Clarke 07738025220 

Police - Emergency  999 

Police - Non Emergency 101  

Telephone Complaints  0345 145000  

Townley School  01354 638229  

Trading Standards  845040506 

Train Information  08457 484950  

Upwell Health Centre (and out of hours) 01945 773671 

Upwell Health Centre - Pharmacy 01945 774934  

Vicars - Ian & Lynda Brady  01354 740627 

Water Emergencies  08457 145145  

Club Contacts  

Art Club - Jan Clifford 01354 638217 

Book Club - Sheila Day 07946 635908 

Craft Club - Wendy Yates 01354 638448 

Gardening Club - Marion Hawthorne 01354 638230 

Short Mat Bowls Club - Wendy 01945 772737   

WI - Peggy Warby  01354 638339 

Useful Telephone Numbers 

Web links in the Heron are active when viewed in our 
online version  www.theheron.info 

And Finally... 
So! Depending on 
when you’re 
actually reading 
this? You’re looking 
forward to the Food Fayre this coming Sunday 
3rd December, you’ll have enjoyed the Food 
Fayre, you’re just off to do your Christmas 
shopping, you’ve just finished your Christmas 
shopping, you’re looking forwards to the mulled 
wine at the Carol Service on Sunday 17th at 
3.30pm, or, maybe, it’s Christmas Eve and you 
are finally sitting down with a glass of your own 
mulled wine having completed all your 
preparations, looking forward to Christmas 
Morning, and wondering if you managed to 
actually get yourself off Santa’s naughty list this 
year!? 

Happy Christmas one and all!  

See you next year! – Ed’. 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Colin Steenson - Church Rd (East) 

Sandra Kay - Crown Rd 

Peter Knight - Church Rd (West) 

David Yates - Church Rd (West) 

Julian Swallow - Upwell Rd (North) 

Jackie Wood - Upwell Rd (North) 

Simon Freeland - Upwell Rd (South) 

Richard Guilford - Area Co-ordinator 

David Harrowing - District Co-ord. 

http://www.theheron.info
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Any views expressed in The Heron do not necessarily reflect the views of The Heron Editorial Team.  
The team aim to provide a balanced view of village opinions where such views are expressed. 

The Heron is printed by 
March Stationery & Print, 5 Fenland Walk, March, Cambs PE14 8TW 

Tel 01354 656 614, Email sales@marchsp.co.uk 


