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Neale-Wade Academy, March  

Townley, our village school in Christchurch 

With UK Children set to return to  
School, after 6 months away,  
we wish our village children a 

happy and safe Autumn Term!! 
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Community Information 
Mobile Post Office:  
Visits Monday to Thursday in the lay-by on Upwell Road 
Monday and Thursday - 16.30 to 17:00 
Tuesday and Wednesday - 16.10 to 17:00 
Fridays - no service. 
ANYONE WISHING THEIR ITEMS TO BE POSTED, 
ON THE DAY, WILL NEED TO GET THEIR POST TO THE  
VAN BY 4.40PM - WHICH IS WHEN IT IS COLLECTED. 

Use it or lose it!   

NEW INFORMATION: The van might sometimes leave 
before 5pm, once the post has been collected (4.40). The 
Driver has discretion as to when they leave Christchurch. 
This depends on whether or not there is anyone waiting to 
be served. The best thing to do is to get there before, or 
at, 4.30pm to guarantee service. On some occasions, 
there is no signal, so that complicates matters, and can't 
be helped. However, the van always has to be there to 
collect the mail from mail boxes, brought by another post 
van, at 4.40pm.  

LATEST COVID RULES- Masks/Face Coverings are now 
mandatory when entering the Post Van (unless you are 
medically exempt). Thank you. 

Community Car Scheme:   
This scheme is still running for Christchurch and 
surrounding villages. To book a ride or to become a 
volunteer driver please ring 07902 316360. An additional 
driver is still required for the scheme. For more information 
please ring the number above.  
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Neale-Wade Academy 
Plans for schooling in September 2020 
Latest news; an extract from their Newsletter  
(Issue 6) 
 
ñAs you will be aware, all students are expected 
back in school in September. Term officially starts 
on 7 September and we will be operating a 
staggered start to enable students to familiarise 
themselves with our new safety rules and school 
layout. Mr Rowland has written to all parents with 
details of our opening schedule.  
 
To summarise: 
 
Å  Students will be in year group óbubblesô with each 
group assigned to one of six areas of the school 
which will be known as the year group base. 

Å  Students can move between classes but remain 
in their year group óbubblesô.  

Å  Teachers will move between year group bases.  
Å  Lunch and break times will be staggered to allow 
communal spaces to be cleaned.  

¶ Student groups will enter and leave the school at 
designated entry points and at slightly staggered 
times for their year group.  

 
At the heart of this plan, the health and safety of 
all our community - students, their families and 
staff alike ï is of paramount importanceò. 

 
LATEST - Neale-Wade Principle, Jason Wing says 
ñthe school is ñthrilledò with its students GCSE 
Resultsò. 

Local News 
OUSE WASHES CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC: 

The reason we have seen an increase in lorry traffic heading for the Ouse Washes site (https://
consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/east-anglia-c-e/ouse-washes-section-10-works/ ) recently 
is due to roadworks at the A142/A10 junction at Ely. Thankfully, the council have seen fit to 
help reduce the load on the village, by putting up these signs and as soon as the A142 junction 
modernisation is completed, the lorries will go back to using the A10 route. That is due November 2020.  

There is a phone number that you can ring to report any concerns about lorries not adhering to speed limits etc. 
but note, they are allowed to use the roads just like anyone else. The number is at the top of the Environment 
agency page linked above.  
 
If you have concerns or wish to report damage to the road surface you can either approach Highways directly, or 
use the reporting form on the PC website http://www.christchurchparishcouncil.org.uk/index.php/report-it, or 
direct to the clerk, details also on PC website. 
 
 

https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/east-anglia-c-e/ouse-washes-section-10-works/
https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/east-anglia-c-e/ouse-washes-section-10-works/
http://www.christchurchparishcouncil.org.uk/index.php/report-it
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At the time of going to press, all information is as accurate and up to date as we can make it. 
Changes and updates may be published subsequently. All information contributed by outside 

agencies, including dates etc., will be assumed to be correct.  
NB as a matter of courtesy no content from the Heron should be used without prior permission. 

Advertisers - all our advert rates and conditions can be found on our website www.theheron.info. 
Business advertisers can book series of 6 or 12 adverts, paid in advance. Adverts for village 

fundraising events, personal announcements, or small private ads are usually free. 
 

BANK BACS DETAILS: Sort Code: 53-81-42 Account no: 04140109 - Heron Publishing 
 

Copy Deadline - The deadline for copy for the October edition of the Heron is 23 Sept 2020. 

Would you like to advertise in 
the Heron? Here are our prices 

for 2020: 
 
Full Page (27.7cm High x 19cm Wide) 
(occasional inclusion by special arrangement)  
 
Half Page (14cm High x 19cm Wide) 
6 x issues £85 
12 x issues £160 
 
Quarter Page (14cm High x 9.5cm Wide) 
6 x issues £50 
12 x issues £90 
 
Eighth Page (6.5cm High x 9.5cm Wide) 
6 x issues £34 
12 x issues £64 
 
Please contact adverts@theheron.info or phone 
Elaine on 01354 638310. 
 
Prices may be increased in the new year to 
keep in line with slight increases in production 
costs. 

http://www.theheron.info


 

 

Heron News 
HERON 2021 CALENDAR: 
ñCHRISTCHURCH SKIESò  
Our Calendar Photo Judge, Rex 
Ockendon, says he is really 
thrilled with the photos that 
people have sent in. And 
although our original ñruleò was to 
only send in 4 per person, a 
number of people have obviously 
forgotten that and have sent in 
more than 4. We have decided 
that this is OK. So feel free to 

send in more than 4 photos.  
¶ The deadline for photos is October 12th.  

Email them to editor@theheron.info 
¶ All photos of óChristchurch Skiesô will be put 

on the website during September. A few (very 
nice) photos which have come in have not 
been of skies, so they wonôt be included. 

¶ Rex has said that everyone who has sent in 
photos will have at least one of them on the 
calendar. Every entrant will be represented.  

¶ He also says it is too difficult a task to only 
have one winner, as there are so many great 
photos. There will be Gold, Silver and Bronze 
awards; he is offering to frame the pictures in 
these 3 categories for free. Very generous, 
and thank you Rex.  

¶ We hope to have the Calendars on sale from 
November 1st, @ Ã6 for one, and a Multi-buy 
offer of Ã15 for 3.  Bargain! Support your 
village magazine and buy some! 

¶  It would help enormously if readers could let 
us know how many they would like to buy. We 
will then have a rough estimate as to how 
many to have printed.  

¶ Email editor@theheron.info, or call Annie 
Nason on 613088.  Thank you. 

¶ We would like to raise at least Ã325, roughly 
the cost of one monthôs print run.  

¶ We are asking our Advertisers this month 
whether they would be willing to sponsor the 
Calendar to the tune of Ã12 - OR MORE ï 
and have their details mentioned on the 
calendar.  

 
HERON AGM:  Monday October 5

th
 7.30pm in the 

Community Centre if it is open by then. Covid19 
rules apply.  
FUNDRAISING IDEAS:  In this time of the 
Pandemic, we need some innovative ideas for 
fundraising. Bring your ideas to the AGM.  

Letters to the Editorial Team 
 
The Editorial team welcome letters from its readers. Please email letters to: editor@heron.info or post them to The Editor of 
The Heron, Grasshopper Cottage, 5 Upwell Road, Christchurch, PE14 9LF. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Letters will only be considered for publication if they are accompanied by name and contact details - 
names will be published, but not contact details. The Heron will not share any contact details unless given permission. 
 
The team look forward to hearing from you! р 

 
Editorial 
Goodness me! Itôs September already ï can you believe it? 
What a difficult year 2020 has been - and will, no doubt,  
continue to be. As we say on the front cover this month - 
we send our best wishes for the new school year - to both 
pupils and staff of our local schools. After the difficulties of 
the exam results, I guess anything slightly resembling 
ñnormalò will be welcome. I love the quotes from our Home-
schoolers (pages 14,15). 
 
Itôs nice to see some things are getting back to a sort of 
normal, and we have a few more village-based articles 
every month. You will have noticed, I am sure, that other 
articles of a more general type reflect the interests of folks 
in our community. Please remember that we are an 
Editorial Team, which shouldnôt mean that we have to write 
everything that goes into The Heron. Do send us your 
articles and comments.  
 
I was disappointed not to get many Heron Sunflower 
pictures when I asked on Facebook but understandable, 
considering the winds we have had lately. Two of mine 
succumbed and someone on FB said hers were "having a 
lie down at the moment"!  
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to 
people who are about to move in, or have 
just moved in, to Christchurch. The Heron is 
a great resource for local services and 
businesses. Keep it handy.  I also find that a 
back copy of the magazine, when rolled up, 
makes a great ñfly swatò. Never say The 
Heron doesnôt have its uses! Enjoy.   
 
Annie Nason 

 
UPWELL HEALTH CENTRE:  

UPDATE ABOUT óFLU IMMUNISATIONô 
 
The Government has announced that this year we will be 

holding the biggest National óFlu Immunisation Programme 

ever. Although we do not have dates available at present, 

at the Health Centre, we are busy planning how we will 

deliver the vaccines to our patients in the safest way 

possible whilst dealing with the increased demand that is 

expected this year. Please keep your eye out on our 

website, upwellhealthcentre.nhs.uk, or the Upwell Health 

Centre Facebook page for news of when the appointments 

will be available to book. 

mailto:editor@theheron.info
mailto:editor@theheron.info
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For all your Timber and Building Supplies 
 

ISLE ROAD, OUTWELL 
PE14 8TD 

Tel: 01945 77 21 16 
 

FENCING, PANELS, TRELLIS 
TIMBER, PLYWOOD, DECKING 

 
SAND, BALLAST, GRAVEL 

 
SCREWS, NAILS, BOLTS 

 
PAINT, SILICONE, HAND TOOLS 

 
LOCKS, ELECTRICALS, PLUMBING, 

GUTTERING 
UNDERGROUND PIPE & FITTINGS 

 
CEMENT, MULTIFINISH, PLASTERBOARD 

Keeping Fit Down on the Farm 
 

Many of us have been concerned about gaining a few pounds over lock-down, but with the 
help of instructor, Kathleen Henderson, some villagers have been trying hard to keep active 
by holding classes in the open air. 

 
In what has become a regular Tuesday afternoon slot, 
Kathleen has been leading classes in Pilates and also a 
mobility class for seniors. These have been taking place in 
one of the paddocks and in the stable yard at Pear Tree Farm,  
allowing plenty of room for social distancing.   
 

Weather has been a big factor - there have been 
times when it has been too wet or too hot to hold 
the classes, but these classes have been greatly 
appreciated by those who have attended. 

 

Classes are still going on so if you would like to book a place, please call 
Kathleen on 07880 543821. Sessions are Ã6. Classes take place on a Tuesday 
afternoon ï Pilates from 2pm and Seniorsô Mobility Class from 3.15pm. For 
Pilates you will need your own mat. All other equipment is supplied.  
 
Sheila Day 

 
óThe World's Biggest Coffee 

Morningô is Macmillan's biggest fundraising event 
for people facing cancer. They are asking people all 
over the UK to host their own Coffee Mornings and 
the donations for your coffee and cake on the day 
go to Macmillan. 
 
Thereôs just one Coffee Morning this year in 
Christchurch, and it will be held in The Dun Cow 
from 10am ï 12 noon on Friday September 25th. 
 
We are asking our usual bakers to do their thing, 
remembering to make everything as Covid secure 
as possible when baking. Suggestion ï wear a 
mask in your kitchen. Lots of cakes and homemade 
biscuits needed, as we expect a lot of people. Bring 
baked goods along just before 10am. Paul and Sue 
are kindly providing the tea/coffee so that all 
donations go directly to the charity. Thank you to 
our generous Landlord and his Lady! 
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Important update about Denman Closure 
Hopefully all members will have seen the email that went out about the closure of Denman. 
For those of you that didnôt, please refer to the NFWI website article https://
www.thewi.org.uk/denman and for those members without access to the internet, please 
contact me and I would be happy to print off the article and post through your door. 
 
Janet Harper 
Secretary, Christchurch WI 
Tel: 01354 638681 

Heron Sunflowers - Samantha Bee 

https://www.thewi.org.uk/denman
https://www.thewi.org.uk/denman
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The Dun Cow 
Green Lane, Christchurch, PE14 9PG 

01354 638323 
  

OPENING HOURS from 4th July â Midday Sat & Sun 
Mon to Thursday variable, Friday from 2.00pm.  

 

Covid 19 Dun Cow update  
 

New restrictions and protocols will be in place for the sake of your community , so maintaining  
a social distance of 1 metre+ is a MUST. 

 
Some of the control measures in place will be; separate entrance and exit,  

hand sanitising available and sneeze screens on the bar along with a separate smoking area.  
At the time of going to press these measures are in line with guidelines from Fenland District Council. 

 
A big thank you to all the volunteers and workers who have kept Christchurch going; you know who you are. 

 
 Susan and I would like to thank the community for their good wishes and kind gestures  

people have made over the past 14 weeks. We are so glad to have moved  
here and are proud to be part of this community.  

 
I will update via social media of any changes for you to be aware of.  

 
 Happy Hour - Fridays 4.30 to 6.30 

  
 

 
ñWEôLL BE BACK!ò 
 

  The last time the club held a monthly meeting was, in fact, the first one of the year, our AGM in 
February. At that time, we had no inkling of what was to come. We had a full diary of talks and trips thanks to the 
untiring efforts of our Club Secretary, Marion Hawthorn. I think itôs safe to say that all the members there that 
night were looking forward to the new year and the new agenda. However, as we all know by now it wasnôt to be.  
The Virus loomed, Boris took charge and the World as we knew it came to a grinding halt. Agenda cancelled, life 
cancelled, not to mention the toll on the countryôs economy and the loss of life that ensued, but have no fear, 
recovery will come and we will get the club up and running again. 
 
  At present the club is on hold and the agenda cancelled as we wait to find out when we may be able 
to resume. The Community Centre has been given a sound facelift in the interim which should make the meetings 
easier to hear and when the time is right social distancing wonôt be an issue, Iôm sure. Marion has contacted the 
speakers booked for 2020 and will have a full agenda for when we can resume, all be it most likely next year we 
will contact the members individually and let you know the start date and of course we will publish it in the Heron. 
 
  In the meantime, I should like to thank our Editor for holding the fort for me with these monthly 
messages, but I will be back from now on hoping to keep you appraised and entertained with the world of 
gardening. 
 
Till next Month STAY SAFE! 
 
Steve 

Christchurch Gardening Club 
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The BBC Proms - What's 
it all about? (Part 2)  
A brief history of The 
Proms. 
 
Sir Henry Wood. 
 
Promenade concerts had existed in London's pleasure gardens since the mid-18th centu-
ry, and indoor proms became a feature of 19th century musical life in London from 1838, 

notably under the direction of Louis Antoine Jullien and Sir Arthur Sullivan. The annual series of Proms contin-
uing today had their roots in that movement. They were inaugurated on 10 August 1895 in the Queen's 
Hall in Langham Place, by the impresario Robert Newman, who was fully experienced in running similar con-
certs at His Majesty's Theatre. Newman wished to generate a wider audience for concert hall music by offering 
low ticket prices and an informal atmosphere, where eating, drinking and smoking were permitted to the prom-
enaders. He stated his aim to Henry Wood in 1894] as follows:  ñI am going to run nightly concerts and train the 
public by easy stages. Popular at first, gradually raising the standard until I have created a public for classical 
and modern musicò. George Cathcart, an ENT Specialist doctor, gave financial backing to Newman for the se-
ries (called "Mr Robert Newman's Promenade Concerts") on condition that Henry Wood be employed as the 
sole conductor. Wood, aged 26, seized this opportunity and built the "Queen's Hall Orchestra" as the ensemble 
specially devoted to performing the promenade concerts.  
 
A bronze bust of Sir Henry Wood recovered from the ruins of the bombed-out Queen's Hall in 1941, and now 
belonging to the Royal Academy of Music, is still placed in front of the organ in the Albert Hall for the whole 
Promenade season. Though the concerts are now called the BBC Proms, and are headlined with the BBC 
logo, the tickets are subtitled "BBC Music presents the Henry Wood Promenade Concerts". 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Promenade_concert
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Antoine_Jullien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen%27s_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Langham_Place,_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen%27s_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Langham_Place,_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen%27s_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Langham_Place,_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Newman_(impresario)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Her_Majesty%27s_Theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Proms#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Academy_of_Music
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DOG THIEVES ARE ABOUT ï  
TAKE CARE!  

Here is what Amanda Palmer and her team are doing to 
try and prevent it at Osbourne Place Boarding Kennels, 
Tipps End. 
 
ñGood afternoon to you all. We hope you are managing to 
keep cool today. Our aircon units are a blessing for 
humans and canines alike, that is for sure. 
 
Just another update regarding the spate of attempted dog 
thefts in the area. Sadly, these evil people are seemingly 
targeting random kennels in the hope of getting lucky. A 
local kennel reported an attempt to gain entry early in the 
hours of Tuesday morning; luckily the owners were woken 
by the rattling of the gates, and nothing was taken.  
 
We believe that, on the whole, the kennels targeted are 
breeding kennels, and in particular working breeds, mainly 
Gun Dogs, Labs and Spaniels. We are not breeders, and 
we rarely post photographs of any of our guests. 
We do think that these are targeted kennels; someone 
must be doing a recce to see how to gain entry, either by 
cold calling, óphoning to enquire about puppies, or booking 
a viewing. 
 
Moving on; we will NOT be letting anyone view the 
kennels at the moment as a precautionary measure. This 
we know will seem extreme, but we have to ensure the 
safety and well-being of your dogs. In the event of new 
customers, we hope that recommendations from existing 

customers will be enough just at the moment, or at least until these evil scums are caught. 
 
We have a secure property and are light sleepers so if anyone does attempt to gain entry we will know, they will 
be dealt with appropriately. 
 
Please do not worry about the safety of your precious family members, when in our care we will go above and 
beyond to keep them safe. Love from us all.ò 
 
Facebook post August 12th 2020. (Reproduced here, with permission) 
 
 
 

FARM MACHINERY IS TARGET OF ORGANISED CRIME GANGS 
Cambridgeshire is one of the worst affected counties when it comes to Rural Crime, according to new figures 
published 04/08/2020, by insurer NFU Mutual. Rural Crime in 2019 cost the East of England Ã8m, with 
Cambridgeshire seeing a rise of almost 18%, from Ã1.7m in 2018, to Ã2m in 2019. 
 
Across the UK, rural crime cost Ã54m in 2019, almost 9% up on 2018. The report said the rise is being driven by 
organised criminal gangs targeting high value tractors, 
quad bikes and large numbers of livestock. ñThere are 
fears that the impact will be felt even harder this year, 
as farmers have been working flat out to feed the 
nation, and many rural communities have been put 
under additional pressure by the challenges of the Covi-
19ò, Rebecca Davidson, Rural Affairs Specialist at NFU 
Mutual. 
 
From the Fenland Citizen:  August 12th 2020 

RUSTIC SLEEPERS 

Used Railway Sleepers for sale  

from Ã12 each upwards. 

Can deliver at cost. 

Phone Steve   07970 102651 



 

 
мм 

Broadcasting, Entertainment,  
Communications and Theatre 
Union 
 
MPs write to Ofcom over BBC 
regional news cuts - 10 August 
2020  
 

Damian Collins MP and 22 other MPs from across the 
South East of England have written to Ofcom about cuts 
the BBC is making in regional news and journalism. 
The letter has come about after local Bectu and NUJ 
South East representatives met with MPs over Zoom to 
discuss concerns about changes the BBC is making to 
local news reporting. 
 
Collins wrote to the chief executive of Ofcom, Dame 
Melanie Dawes, urging the regulator to respond to the 
BBC proposed cuts that would affect regional journalism. 
The BBC is proposing to cut 450 jobs to try to save 
Ã25m from BBC England. The changes include the end 
of óInside Outô ï a regional news programme ï with a 
new investigative strand headquartered in Birmingham. 
In the letter, Collins questions whether the BBC is 
fulfilling its mission and purpose. It also highlights the 
most recent Ofcom annual BBC report which said that it 
should ñbetter reflect the whole of the UK with authentic 
news and current affairs contentò. 
 
Bectu national secretary Noel McClean said: ñWe have 
already highlighted to the BBC that Bectu believes these 
changes are overly ambitious, that there are far too few 
redeployment options and will result in understaffing. 
Regional news is a key part of the BBCôs output and 
there are other options that need to be considered 
before this plan is settled on. We will continue to push 
back on these proposals and work to support members 
who will be affected by these changes.ò 
 
Bectu is encouraging members to write to their MP to 
highlight their concerns. 

 

Beauty Treatments  
By 

Jane  
 

N.V.Q. ð i.b.d. ð Babtac  

 
LCN Microdermabrasion Facials  

NEW Oxygen regeneration Facials - less 

outlay than Botox (a celebrity favourite)  

NEW - Non -surgical firming lift and tone  

St.Tropez Spray tanning  

Gel pedicures  

Shellac manicures  

Week -end & semi permanent  

eyelashes  

 

Rose Cottage,  

Christchurch  

Telephone: 01354  638378  

Christchurch History 
Our Christchurch Bowls enthusiasts will be 

missing their sport. Covid-19 has put paid to that for 

most, if not all of this year. 2020 has been a very 

different year from what used to be known as 

ñNormalò. Cheer yourselves up with this little snippet 

of back news of the March Conservative Bowls Club 

in 1981. Recognise anyone?? 

https://twitter.com/DamianCollins/status/1292753511218905088/photo/1
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Minor Injury Units (MIUs) 
Across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, the health system has adapted services to keep patients and 
staff safe, including temporary changes to MIUs. 
 
We are pleased to confirm that Wisbech Minor Injury Unit will have opened on Monday 17 August, we are 
also working on plans to reopen Doddington MIU during the autumn. 
 
MIU staff continue to follow Covid-19 risk assessments and guidance to ensure safe and secure working, 
with social distancing measures in place and wearing appropriate Personal Protective Equipment at all 
times. 

Another villagers lovely sunflowers (not Heron ones!) 
Angela Frazer-Wicks 
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Teen: ñI love being at home. I 
found motivation for school 
work hard because of all the 
distractions. But I helped more 
around the house and garden.ò 

Teen: ñLockdown  
has been a strange 

experience. Even though I 
have had work sent on 
line, it has been hard to 
find the motivation to do it. 
I miss the social aspect of 
school, and, although I 
thought I would never say 
it, I WILL BE GLAD TO 

BE BACK!ò 

Parent: ñI have worked more 

hours than I ever have, but I 

LOVE having the children 

home and I really love the 

slower pace of life. I love how 

the community pulls together 

when times are tough as the 

closeness seems to have 

continued. I would happily 

live like this forever.ò 

A Mother: ñIt was a very hard 
time in my house juggling work 
and family commitments. Having 
to work from home meant my 
children missed out on vital 
support needed to complete 
school work. When having to 
attend several conference calls a 
day and continue working as 
normal as possible was difficult 
as my children were not able to 
ask for help or disturb me during 
calls and meetings. I received 
weekly calls from the school to 
check in. However, when talking 
to friends, some schools offered 
zoom sessions to teach lessons, 
and supported children to 
complete their school work. I feel 
that this would have been a 
valuable resource to access 
during school closure. It was 
hard, especially still working 5 
days a week from home, and not 
being able to enjoy the time with 
the children. But my work people 
were really good and supportive. 
However, being a manager meant 
work was still work, at the end of 
the day! Off for the summer with 
them now so that was the light at 
the end of the tunnel which kept 
me sane.ò 

Girl (12): ñI could not 
concentrate on my school 
work it was hard not having 
any contact from teachers 

apart from email. My mum was 
working from home so could 
not always help me when I got 
stuck which meant I couldnôt 
complete my work.ò 

Parent:  
My teen is very good at keeping himself 

occupied, and even did some  
housework whilst I was out at work, so I 

call that a result! 

Parent: ñHome-schooling, for me, 
was the most stressful part of this 
whole situation. With myself and my  
husband trying to work, and trying 
to keep the children focused on 
their school work enough to stop 
them winding each other up was a 
real challenge. The school holidays 
couldn't come soon enough!ò 

Teen:   
Home schooling started off 
really well but then I lost all 
of my motivation. The school 
work was very unorganised. 
I missed my friends and 
school life. But on a positive 
I loved bike rides and family 

time.  

Iƻǿ ǿŀǎ [ƻŎƪŘƻǿƴ IƻƳŜ-{ŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΚ  

vǳƻǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 

Girl (11): ñI found learning 
from home quite hard to get  

into as it was very mismatched. I 
miss my friends. I have loved getting 
chickens and new animals to provide 
eggs and keep us occupied.ò 

Parents: ñWe are both key workers so both worked 9 - 5 all the way through. 
Ideally our daughter would have been at school, but we could only put her in 
school between 9.05 and 2.30.... and one of us had to drop her at school and 
pick her up, as a childminder was not allowed to do it. She was at the 
childmindersô every day, therefore no schooling. No home schooling either, 
because we were both too tired after getting home about 6, and then at week-
ends really didn't want to... so she has not really been taught anything for 6 
months. She's a bright kid. She will be fine, but I feel she has been failed by 
the system. 
I think the challenge was that we are not teachers!  Feedback was all on Fa-
cebook, and of course there were some parents posting on there all the time 
about how much they'd achieved; great for people not working, 3but anyone 
still working or working from home found it really difficult... and seeing others 
posting their achievements just meant they felt even more guiltyéò 

 

Boy (8):  
ñI didnôt like doing  

school work, and wasnôt 
pushed to complete it. I 
missed my friends. I did  
lots of other things  
instead like gardening,  
art and fun activitiesò. 

Girl (11): "Working from home was not as easy to concentrate as at 
school. Lots of distractions. An annoying brother for one thing ...!"  
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¶ My school didnôt close. Teachers worked through 
Easter and the May half-term on a rota system with 
Key Worker children. 

¶ Before the lockdown, all staff at my school ensured 
the children and their parents could log-on to all the 
online learning tools that we were going to use. 

¶ Teachers had to adapt very quickly to teaching 
online. This was difficult and had to be learned ñon 
the hoofò as not many had received any training on 
how to use the expected software. 

¶ Food vouchers ï the system was riddled with 
problems. My Headteacher spent a lot of his time 
hand-delivering food parcels as the voucher 
scheme was failing families on a regular basis. 

¶ Some teachers were uneasy about putting 
themselves on screen and beaming into childrenôs 
homes in case their images/faces were misused ï 
this happened. There were also the safeguarding 
issues to think about if the videos were being made 
in their own houses. 

¶ There was the child-protection issue that the 
children taking part in live lessons had to be in a 
public room in the house, not their bedrooms. This 
proved to be tricky in families where there were lots 
of children and peace and quiet being available for 
the children to learn. 

¶ There were problems with the number of devices 
available in some houses to access the learning, 
not all families have broadband so even the 
Governmentôs idea of giving children laptops would 
have fallen flat as they couldnôt get online to access 
the learning. 

¶ Not all families have access to a printer, so the 
schools were then printing multiple paper copies to 
give out to those families. Some of these were 
being hand delivered and pushed through 
letterboxes by the staff. Due to this, my school set 
the work expectation at three to four 30-40-minute 
tasks per day, which we felt was reasonable for 
parents to be able to support with. We also made 
sure to set some tasks that the families could do 
together and reminded them that life skills are just 
as important as academic ones. 

¶ Not all families engaged with the learning we 
provided. Some submitted lots of the work, some 
submitted nothing. Some parents were glad of the 
weekly phone calls, some took umbrage at them. 

¶ I had parents ask how to do a particular piece of 
work, so I found an ñappò that let me record my 
voice only over a ñwhiteboardò and I was able to 
model and explain how to do the work. Feedback 
from parents on this was good.  

¶ I read at least 1 chapter of the class novel aloud 
and on recorded video every day. This would be 
between 8 and 15 minutes long. I read during the 
holidays and at weekends ï but maybe thatôs just 
because I enjoy reading.  

¶ Since 1st June I was in class every day with the 
Key Worker children bubble. The children were Y2-

Y6. I had to learn how to support all of them with 
the work they had been given by their class 
teacher.  Towards the end of the term I was 
adapting the English lessons across the spectrum 
of ages of the 15 children to make it feel like a 
ñnormalò lesson for them, as well as myself and my 
TA. We had a routine and mixed up academic 
lessons with creativity and fun. Afternoons were 
always more fun-based. 

¶ Safety measures ï we kept to our bubbles, no staff 
or children bust the bubbles. Routines for entry and 
exit of the room were established and the children 
were great at keeping to them. Keeping children 
apart was the hardest one. Lots of verbal 
reminders were given and the need for those was 
reduced over time. We had routines for using the 
corridors and toilets. We had taken a pragmatic 
approach and made sure play items were plastic 
that could be cleaned/wiped down/sprayed after 
use. Tables were wiped at lunchtime and end of 
the day. 

¶ September ï Iôm moving to a larger school, two-
form entry. Iôm happy with the measures that have 
been put in place. Going back to teaching 30 
children in a room will have its own challenges, but 
we have procedures to follow and Iôm sure they are 
the best they can be, given the situation. I LIKE 
sitting next to a child and helping them solve an 
issue, itôs why I became a teacher. Being able to do 
it quietly with them, instead of louder and from 1 
metre away could cause an issue. School 
Headteachers have had to put up with ever-
changing goalposts and have done and are doing 
their very best. 

¶ Just to set the record straight ï teachers are paid 
IN the school holidays not FOR the holidays.  We 
are paid for 195 days a year (1265 hours = 6.5 
hours a day= 32.5 hours a week). Iôm not making 
myself out to be a martyr here, Iôm just stating what 
I do. Iôm usually in at 0730 and leave at 1700 and 
usually do a couple of hours work in an evening at 
4 hours on a Sunday which works out around 55 
hours, so 22hours ñunpaid overtime.ò Teacher 
wages are divided into 12 equal payments. 

¶ Some teachers havenôt stopped working since 23rd 
March. Please donôt believe ALL you read in the 
media and donôt tar ALL teachers with the same 
brush. 

 
(Name and contact details provided but withheld on 
request.) 

COVID impact on schools  
A personal perspective from a local primary 

school teacher  
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Kids Corner 
 
In this diagram 11 matches make 3  
squares. 
 
Your challenge is to move 3 matches to  
show 2 squares. 
 

 

Name the Movies ... 

Answers on page 26. 

Call 01354 610172   Email lwvs@outlook.com  Web lwvehicleservices.com 

Car and Commercial Repairs 

*Class 4 and 7 MOT Testing     *Full Diagnostic Service   *HGV Maintenance 

*Batteries     *Tyres     *Exhausts     *Welding and Fabrication 

*Timing Belts     *HGV PMI Inspections     *Air Con Service and Repair   

*Courtesy Car Available  *All Service and Repairs Undertaken  *Car and Van Sales    

March Road, Welney, PE14 9SE 
 

 

LW Vehicle Services Ltd 
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Apple Cake 
 
 

Pastry Case       Filling 
4oz Margarine or Butter     4 Eggs Separated 
4oz Sugar        4oz Sugar 
8oz SR Flour       4oz Ground Almonds 
1 Egg        2oz Sultanas 
Pinch of Cinnamon      Grated Rind of 1 Lemon 
         Pinch of Cinnamon 
         1.5lb Apples finely sliced and pre-cooked 
   
You can prebake this pastry as it stores well either in the fridge or freezer. 
  
Method 
Cream egg yolks and sugar and add all other ingredients. Beat egg whites and fold into mixture. Spread mixture 
over the base and bake at the top of the oven, at medium heat, for approximately half an hour. 
 
This is a dessert that I had many years ago when out to Sunday lunch with the family. I liked it so much, I asked 
for the recipe. I hope you enjoy it as much as I do. Serve with cream or ice cream. 
  
Peggy Warby 

THE AMAZING WORLD OF APPLE 
VARIETIES 

 
Apples are by far the most diverse fruit 
in terms of variety. In the UK alone we 
have developed over 2,500 varieties of 
apples (of the 7,000 that exist 
worldwide). This means you could eat 
a different UK variety every day for 
over 6 years. Interest in propagating 
new and wondrous types has been 
going on since the Roman times, with 
peaks in the Medieval and Victorian 
eras, when amateur gardeners started 

experimenting widely with different cultivars. One 
amateur, a retired brewer by the name of Richard Cox, 
developed one of the most famous apples in the 1820s, 
the Coxôs Orange Pippin. 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  
It is claimed that the Bardsey Island Apple is the 

ñRarest Apple In The Worldò 
 

Bardsey Island is a lonely, wind-swept island, off the tip 
of the Llyn Peninsular in North Wales, UK. It has long 
been a venue for pilgrims both pagan and later Christian. 
 
A single gnarled old tree was discovered near the 
remains of a 13th century abbey (in 1999), believed to 
have housed monks. Hailed as the rarest tree in the 
world (1000 years old) it is perhaps all that remains of 
the monastic orchard. It is the only apple variety from the 
Celtic Welsh Heartland. On the island both tree and fruit 
are completely disease free. The fruits are striped pink, 
medium sized and have a distinct scent of lemon.  
 
Excellent straight from the tree, the fruits are crisp, 
sweet and juicy. They will cook to a delicate light golden 
fluff and require no added sugar. Harvest at the end of 
September, keeps until November. 


