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At the end of a difficult year, when the clock strikes 
12, you can say that this year is definitely behind 
you! At Townley however, with only one third of 
our academic year over, we can only say óoh no it 
isnôtô. We believe at Townley, the academic road is 
paved with gold. Like Jack, if you plant the right 
seeds the beanstalk grows and you can achieve 
your dreams. Our children have been working 

hard this term, we are proud of their 
achievements. 

 
If you followed the Yellow Brick Road this week, 
(AKA the login to Microsoft Teams!) you will have 
seen our virtual Christingle, where Rev Ian Brady 
joined us in worship. It was not quite the same, but 
our band of magic staff, along with a few ugly 
sisters organised a service that made us feel 

proud to belong to this school. 
 

Cinderella and the Fairy Godmother (Sharon and 
Kellie) prepared us a wonderful Christmas; 

although we were not together as a school, we still 
enjoyed ourselves in our óBubblesô. 

 
As this year draws to a close I would like to say a 
heartfelt thank you to our community, your support 
ensures our happy school continues to thrive. 
Wishing you all best wishes for a happy and 

healthy 2021. 



 

 

 

Community Information 
Mobile Post Office:  
Visits Monday to Thursday in the lay-by on Upwell Road 
Monday and Thursday - 16.30 to 17:00 
Tuesday and Wednesday - 16.10 to 17:00 
Fridays - no service. 
ANYONE WISHING THEIR ITEMS TO BE POSTED, 
ON THE DAY, WILL NEED TO GET THEIR POST TO THE  
VAN BY 4.40PM - WHICH IS WHEN IT IS COLLECTED. 

Use it or lose it!   

The van might sometimes leave before 5pm, once the 
post has been collected (4.40). The Driver has discretion 
as to when they leave Christchurch. This depends on 
whether or not there is anyone waiting to be served. The 
best thing to do is to get there before, or at, 4.30pm to 
guarantee service. On some occasions, there is no 
signal, so that complicates matters, and can't be 
helped. However, the van always has to be there to 
collect the mail from mail boxes, brought by another 
post van, at 4.40pm.  

LATEST COVID RULES- Masks/Face Coverings are now 
mandatory when entering the Post Van (unless you are 
medically exempt). Thank you. 

Community Car Scheme:   
This scheme is still running for Christchurch and 
surrounding villages. To book a ride or to become a 
volunteer driver please ring 07902 316360.  
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Editorial 
Welcome to our January Full Colour Edition (Oh yes it 
is!), to get the year off to a bright start. With 
vaccinations having begun to be rolled out in the area, 
letôs hope things will begin to improve by Easter. 
 
Throughout this edition there are references to 
pantomimes hidden in different articles. See if you can 
spot them. 
 
Giving is certainly in the air. Last month WI members 
were lucky enough to receive a chocolate Advent 
Calendar. This was followed by beautiful Poinsettias 
for Garden Club members. Lastly, senior citizens 
received a special Christmas card and a lovely tin of 
biscuits from the Parish Lunch Committee. Thank you 
to all concerned. Iôm sure that the gifts were much 
appreciated. It makes you realise what a kind and 
caring community we live in. Meanwhile, in all this 
gloom and doom, donôt fall asleep for a hundred years, 
but look forward to better times ahead!   
 
In the meantime, stay safe.  
 
Sue Norman 

DOG THEFT 
Organised crime driving óEpidemicô of dog-
snatching. 
 

Demand for dogs has skyrocketed in Lockdown and 
has risen again in the run-up to Christmas. Prices have 
soared as a result. Organised crime is exploiting the 
situation by smuggling puppies from abroad and 
stealing dogs in the UK. Dog thefts are now believed to 

be at an unprecedented high, with puppies stolen for 
immediate sale, and adult dogs 
taken for forced breeding 
programmes on illegal puppy farms. 
An óorganised crimeô expert tells the 
BBC how it works, and why it is 
ñThe Perfect Crimeò. For the full 
story, check this link. https://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-
55356211.  

Your Letters 
As we have been unable to hold the Parish Lunch this 
year, the committee decided to deliver a small gift of 
some chocolate biscuits and a personalised card to all 
those over 65s that ordinarily would have attended the 
lunch in April. I really hope they enjoy them and we all 
very much hope we can get together in 2021. Happy New 
Year! James Hughes, Chair, Parish Lunch Committee. 

 
 
 
We would like to thank the Heron Team for the Thank 
You cards and gifts we received on the occasion of our 
retiring from our delivering of The Heron. 
 
Thanks also goes to the Garden Club Committee for their 
gifts of Poinsettias. And yet another óthank youô to the 
Parish Lunch Committee for their gift and card, wishing us 
a Happy Christmas. 
 
We are living in such dismal times, and these kind 
gestures have meant a lot to us. Thank you again to all, 
and best wishes for 2021. Sheila and Alvar Smart. 

*   *   * 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-55356211
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-55356211
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-55356211
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At the time of going to press, all information is as accurate and up to date as we can make it. 
Changes and updates may be published subsequently. All information contributed by outside 

agencies, including dates etc., will be assumed to be correct.  
NB as a matter of courtesy no content from the Heron should be used without prior permission. 

Advertisers - all our advert rates and conditions can be found on our website www.theheron.info. 
Business advertisers can book series of 6 or 12 adverts, paid in advance. Adverts for village 

fundraising events, personal announcements, or small private ads are usually free. 
 

BANK BACS DETAILS: Sort Code: 53-81-42 Account no: 04140109 - Heron Publishing 
 

Copy Deadline - The deadline for copy for the February edition of the Heron is 25 January. 

Would you like to advertise in 
the Heron? Here are our prices 
for black & white copy 2021:  

 
Full Page (27.7cm High x 19cm Wide) 
(occasional inclusion by special arrangement)  
 
Half Page (14cm High x 19cm Wide) 
6 x issues £85 
12 x issues £160 
 
Quarter Page (14cm High x 9.5cm Wide) 
6 x issues £50 
12 x issues £90 
 
Eighth Page (6.5cm High x 9.5cm Wide) 
6 x issues £34 
12 x issues £64 
 
Please contact adverts@theheron.info or phone 
Elaine on 01354 638310. 
 
As most small businesses are struggling under 
the current, uncertain climate, we have 
decided to leave our prices as they are at the 
present time.  

Call 01354 610172   Email lwvs@outlook.com  Web lwvehicleservices.com 

Car and Commercial Repairs 

*Class 4 and 7 MOT Testing     *Full Diagnostic Service   *HGV Maintenance 

*Batteries     *Tyres     *Exhausts     *Welding and Fabrication 

*Timing Belts     *HGV PMI Inspections     *Air Con Service and Repair   

*Courtesy Car Available  *All Service and Repairs Undertaken  *Car and Van 

March Road, Welney, PE14 9SE 
 

 

LW Vehicle Services Ltd 

http://www.theheron.info


 

 

Letters to the Editorial Team 
 
The Editorial team welcome letters from its readers. Please email letters to: editor@heron.info or post them to The Editor of 
The Heron, Grasshopper Cottage, 5 Upwell Road, Christchurch, PE14 9LF. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Letters will only be considered for publication if they are accompanied by name and contact details - 
names will be published, but not contact details. The Heron will not share any contact details unless given permission. 
 
The team look forward to hearing from you! р 

A CHANCE TO GAIN EXTRA QUALIFICATIONS ï GO FOR IT! 

From April 2021, if you're an adult without A Levels or equivalent, you could be eligible to study for a free 
qualification as part of the Government's Lifetime Skills Guarantee.  
 
With courses in agriculture, environmental conservation and science, to business, accounting and finance, 
there's a wide range of opportunities to choose from. 
 
All courses have been selected in line with key growth sectors, helping you gain the skills needed to boost job 
opportunities and get ahead in work. 
 
Find out more at:  www.gov.uk/guidance/national-skills-fund                         

 

                         Important Message 
 
 
Because the Pfizer vaccine must be kept frozen and then defrosted in a very particular way, GP practices have 
been asked to team up and provide one hub to administer the jabs. For our area that is going to be at the 
Terrington St John practice (postcode PE14 7RR). 
 
The first vaccines will be aimed at people aged 80 and over who are able to travel to the vaccination centre. If 
you are in that age group, or if you have a relative or neighbour who is, then please start thinking about how you 
will get to and from Terrington for the first injection. Please note that you cannot drive for 15 minutes after the 
vaccination. You will also be given an appointment for the second jab 3-4 weeks after the first. 
 
Please do not ring the surgery. I know people will have lots of questions and I will try and answer them on 
Facebook or through the email system on the practice website. The NHS will be contacting patients when it 
is time to book appointments. 
 
A lot of planning is going into this process and it is all happening fast. I will keep you updated. 
Please spread the word. Thank you. 
 
Eamonn Clarke 
 

We have another huge thank you to say this month, 
to another of our long-time Heron delivery people. 
 

Sheila Smart has finally called it a day, and is to stand down from delivering the 
Heron. We are so very thankful for all that you have done for The Heron over the 
years, Sheila. You must have walked as many miles on our behalf as it is to walk to 

London! We will miss you. All the very best for the New Year. 
  
We thought we would cheer everyone up in this first edition of 2021. That is not to say that we do not recognise 
the dreadful things that are going on in the world at the moment, but we think we all receive enough details on the 
TV, Radio and Social Media! Our mostly light-hearted approach is in spite of what is going on, and we hope you 
have had fun with it. Please do remember that The Heron needs your contributions to make it truly a village 
magazine. Thanks to those who do write something, month by month or do a ñone offò article. I am sure our 
readers appreciate this. Keep the articles coming! 
 
Annie 

Heron News 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-skills-fund

