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At the end of a difficult year, when the clock strikes 
12, you can say that this year is definitely behind 
you! At Townley however, with only one third of 
our academic year over, we can only say óoh no it 
isnôtô. We believe at Townley, the academic road is 
paved with gold. Like Jack, if you plant the right 
seeds the beanstalk grows and you can achieve 
your dreams. Our children have been working 

hard this term, we are proud of their 
achievements. 

 
If you followed the Yellow Brick Road this week, 
(AKA the login to Microsoft Teams!) you will have 
seen our virtual Christingle, where Rev Ian Brady 
joined us in worship. It was not quite the same, but 
our band of magic staff, along with a few ugly 
sisters organised a service that made us feel 

proud to belong to this school. 
 

Cinderella and the Fairy Godmother (Sharon and 
Kellie) prepared us a wonderful Christmas; 

although we were not together as a school, we still 
enjoyed ourselves in our óBubblesô. 

 
As this year draws to a close I would like to say a 
heartfelt thank you to our community, your support 
ensures our happy school continues to thrive. 
Wishing you all best wishes for a happy and 

healthy 2021. 



 

 

 

Community Information 
Mobile Post Office:  
Visits Monday to Thursday in the lay-by on Upwell Road 
Monday and Thursday - 16.30 to 17:00 
Tuesday and Wednesday - 16.10 to 17:00 
Fridays - no service. 
ANYONE WISHING THEIR ITEMS TO BE POSTED, 
ON THE DAY, WILL NEED TO GET THEIR POST TO THE  
VAN BY 4.40PM - WHICH IS WHEN IT IS COLLECTED. 

Use it or lose it!   

The van might sometimes leave before 5pm, once the 
post has been collected (4.40). The Driver has discretion 
as to when they leave Christchurch. This depends on 
whether or not there is anyone waiting to be served. The 
best thing to do is to get there before, or at, 4.30pm to 
guarantee service. On some occasions, there is no 
signal, so that complicates matters, and can't be 
helped. However, the van always has to be there to 
collect the mail from mail boxes, brought by another 
post van, at 4.40pm.  

LATEST COVID RULES- Masks/Face Coverings are now 
mandatory when entering the Post Van (unless you are 
medically exempt). Thank you. 

Community Car Scheme:   
This scheme is still running for Christchurch and 
surrounding villages. To book a ride or to become a 
volunteer driver please ring 07902 316360.  
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Editorial 
Welcome to our January Full Colour Edition (Oh yes it 
is!), to get the year off to a bright start. With 
vaccinations having begun to be rolled out in the area, 
letôs hope things will begin to improve by Easter. 
 
Throughout this edition there are references to 
pantomimes hidden in different articles. See if you can 
spot them. 
 
Giving is certainly in the air. Last month WI members 
were lucky enough to receive a chocolate Advent 
Calendar. This was followed by beautiful Poinsettias 
for Garden Club members. Lastly, senior citizens 
received a special Christmas card and a lovely tin of 
biscuits from the Parish Lunch Committee. Thank you 
to all concerned. Iôm sure that the gifts were much 
appreciated. It makes you realise what a kind and 
caring community we live in. Meanwhile, in all this 
gloom and doom, donôt fall asleep for a hundred years, 
but look forward to better times ahead!   
 
In the meantime, stay safe.  
 
Sue Norman 

DOG THEFT 
Organised crime driving óEpidemicô of dog-
snatching. 
 

Demand for dogs has skyrocketed in Lockdown and 
has risen again in the run-up to Christmas. Prices have 
soared as a result. Organised crime is exploiting the 
situation by smuggling puppies from abroad and 
stealing dogs in the UK. Dog thefts are now believed to 

be at an unprecedented high, with puppies stolen for 
immediate sale, and adult dogs 
taken for forced breeding 
programmes on illegal puppy farms. 
An óorganised crimeô expert tells the 
BBC how it works, and why it is 
ñThe Perfect Crimeò. For the full 
story, check this link. https://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-
55356211.  

Your Letters 
As we have been unable to hold the Parish Lunch this 
year, the committee decided to deliver a small gift of 
some chocolate biscuits and a personalised card to all 
those over 65s that ordinarily would have attended the 
lunch in April. I really hope they enjoy them and we all 
very much hope we can get together in 2021. Happy New 
Year! James Hughes, Chair, Parish Lunch Committee. 

 
 
 
We would like to thank the Heron Team for the Thank 
You cards and gifts we received on the occasion of our 
retiring from our delivering of The Heron. 
 
Thanks also goes to the Garden Club Committee for their 
gifts of Poinsettias. And yet another óthank youô to the 
Parish Lunch Committee for their gift and card, wishing us 
a Happy Christmas. 
 
We are living in such dismal times, and these kind 
gestures have meant a lot to us. Thank you again to all, 
and best wishes for 2021. Sheila and Alvar Smart. 

*   *   * 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-55356211
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-55356211
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-55356211
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At the time of going to press, all information is as accurate and up to date as we can make it. 
Changes and updates may be published subsequently. All information contributed by outside 

agencies, including dates etc., will be assumed to be correct.  
NB as a matter of courtesy no content from the Heron should be used without prior permission. 

Advertisers - all our advert rates and conditions can be found on our website www.theheron.info. 
Business advertisers can book series of 6 or 12 adverts, paid in advance. Adverts for village 

fundraising events, personal announcements, or small private ads are usually free. 
 

BANK BACS DETAILS: Sort Code: 53-81-42 Account no: 04140109 - Heron Publishing 
 

Copy Deadline - The deadline for copy for the February edition of the Heron is 25 January. 

Would you like to advertise in 
the Heron? Here are our prices 
for black & white copy 2021:  

 
Full Page (27.7cm High x 19cm Wide) 
(occasional inclusion by special arrangement)  
 
Half Page (14cm High x 19cm Wide) 
6 x issues £85 
12 x issues £160 
 
Quarter Page (14cm High x 9.5cm Wide) 
6 x issues £50 
12 x issues £90 
 
Eighth Page (6.5cm High x 9.5cm Wide) 
6 x issues £34 
12 x issues £64 
 
Please contact adverts@theheron.info or phone 
Elaine on 01354 638310. 
 
As most small businesses are struggling under 
the current, uncertain climate, we have 
decided to leave our prices as they are at the 
present time.  

Call 01354 610172   Email lwvs@outlook.com  Web lwvehicleservices.com 

Car and Commercial Repairs 

*Class 4 and 7 MOT Testing     *Full Diagnostic Service   *HGV Maintenance 

*Batteries     *Tyres     *Exhausts     *Welding and Fabrication 

*Timing Belts     *HGV PMI Inspections     *Air Con Service and Repair   

*Courtesy Car Available  *All Service and Repairs Undertaken  *Car and Van 

March Road, Welney, PE14 9SE 
 

 

LW Vehicle Services Ltd 

http://www.theheron.info


 

 

Letters to the Editorial Team 
 
The Editorial team welcome letters from its readers. Please email letters to: editor@heron.info or post them to The Editor of 
The Heron, Grasshopper Cottage, 5 Upwell Road, Christchurch, PE14 9LF. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Letters will only be considered for publication if they are accompanied by name and contact details - 
names will be published, but not contact details. The Heron will not share any contact details unless given permission. 
 
The team look forward to hearing from you! р 

A CHANCE TO GAIN EXTRA QUALIFICATIONS ï GO FOR IT! 

From April 2021, if you're an adult without A Levels or equivalent, you could be eligible to study for a free 
qualification as part of the Government's Lifetime Skills Guarantee.  
 
With courses in agriculture, environmental conservation and science, to business, accounting and finance, 
there's a wide range of opportunities to choose from. 
 
All courses have been selected in line with key growth sectors, helping you gain the skills needed to boost job 
opportunities and get ahead in work. 
 
Find out more at:  www.gov.uk/guidance/national-skills-fund                         

 

                         Important Message 
 
 
Because the Pfizer vaccine must be kept frozen and then defrosted in a very particular way, GP practices have 
been asked to team up and provide one hub to administer the jabs. For our area that is going to be at the 
Terrington St John practice (postcode PE14 7RR). 
 
The first vaccines will be aimed at people aged 80 and over who are able to travel to the vaccination centre. If 
you are in that age group, or if you have a relative or neighbour who is, then please start thinking about how you 
will get to and from Terrington for the first injection. Please note that you cannot drive for 15 minutes after the 
vaccination. You will also be given an appointment for the second jab 3-4 weeks after the first. 
 
Please do not ring the surgery. I know people will have lots of questions and I will try and answer them on 
Facebook or through the email system on the practice website. The NHS will be contacting patients when it 
is time to book appointments. 
 
A lot of planning is going into this process and it is all happening fast. I will keep you updated. 
Please spread the word. Thank you. 
 
Eamonn Clarke 
 

We have another huge thank you to say this month, 
to another of our long-time Heron delivery people. 
 

Sheila Smart has finally called it a day, and is to stand down from delivering the 
Heron. We are so very thankful for all that you have done for The Heron over the 
years, Sheila. You must have walked as many miles on our behalf as it is to walk to 

London! We will miss you. All the very best for the New Year. 
  
We thought we would cheer everyone up in this first edition of 2021. That is not to say that we do not recognise 
the dreadful things that are going on in the world at the moment, but we think we all receive enough details on the 
TV, Radio and Social Media! Our mostly light-hearted approach is in spite of what is going on, and we hope you 
have had fun with it. Please do remember that The Heron needs your contributions to make it truly a village 
magazine. Thanks to those who do write something, month by month or do a ñone offò article. I am sure our 
readers appreciate this. Keep the articles coming! 
 
Annie 

Heron News 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-skills-fund
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We held our annual meeting this year 
via zoom. We were joined by 10 
members plus our WI Adviser, 
Rosemary Green.  
 

Rather that being read out during the meeting, all annual 
reports were distributed to members before the meeting. 
Reports were then proposed and adopted. 
 
The current committee stepped down and a new 
committee was formed. 
 
President: Beryl Brooks 
Secretary: Peggy Warby 
Treasurer: Margaret Sparrow 
 
As membersô membership has been extended till the end 
of March (due to Covid preventing actual meetings), the 
new committee agreed to stand until then - with a review 
at the end of March. 

Exciting times at FACT 
Environmental charity PECT and FACT are launching a new community fridge 
project to tackle food waste and help local residents who are most in need.  
 
We aim to help residents in March by opening the townôs first community fridge, 
located at the FACT office. 
 
The fridge - an open access fridge stocked with surplus food from local 
businesses and individuals that is freely available to all members of the 
community.  A simple way of enabling communities to share good food that would 
otherwise go to waste. 
 
If you are a local company that would like to donate your spare food to help 
combat food waste please email hub@cotransport.org. We are hoping that we 
can have a good supply of potatoes and fresh veg readily available with some 
donated dry goods. 

From the local Water Bailiff  
 
Just to confirm Bird flu has been confirmed in the 
Fenland swan population. Please be aware you 
may see dead swans on the Nene or Drains. 
Please under no circumstances go near or touch 
them. Phone Defra: 03459 335577. Defra will direct 
you to the correct local swan rescue (recovery) 
people, as all dead swans must now be collected 
for investigation. 
 
Thank you in advance for your co-operation. 
 
Roy Bridson, your local water Bailiff  

Once you 
understand why a 
pizza is made 
round but packed in a 
square box and eaten as 
a triangle then you will 

begin to 
understand 2020! 

mailto:hub@cotransport.org
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Oh ï hang on, arenôt we in January? 
Christmas may have come and gone for some, but many 
people and communities around the world are celebrating 
the holiday in January. 
 
The Orthodox Church recognises January 7th as the day 
that Jesus was born. Elsewhere in the world, Christmas is 
celebrated on December 25th.The difference in the timing 
of the Christmas celebrations stretches back to 1582, 

when Pope Gregory XIII, ruled that the Catholic Church should follow 
a new calendar ï called the Gregorian calendar, as it was closer to 
the solar calendar than the Julian calendar. Orthodox Christians still 
use this calendar today for religious holidays. For countries like 
Egypt, Greece, Russia and Ukraine, Orthodox Christmas Day is a 
public holiday.  

 
The holiday is celebrated with 
many of the same symbols as 
those used for December 25, such as Christmas trees, wreaths and gifts. 
But this holiday is also a special time of prayer and reflection. Many 
people celebrate over three days. On Christmas Eve morning, a special 
church service is held and many Orthodox Christians fast. The only 
Orthodox churches that still observe the January 7th date are the 
Russian Orthodox Church, the Ukrainian churches, the Serbs and the 
Mount Athos monks in Greece. 
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Please remember that no 
dogs are allowed on the 
playing field. Thank you. 

Your co-operation is 
much appreciated.  

Keith 01354 638615 

Telephone: 01945 773248 48, Town Street, Upwell PE14 9DA 

Hello Christchurch Stargazers. Hope you had a 
great Christmas and Iôd like to wish a Happy 
New Year to everyone. Well - what does Jan 
2021 bring in the night sky? Peter Pan and 
Wendy? Perhaps not ï but read on! Mercury is 
an evening planet in the East, but sets 100 mins after the 
sun. Venus is a morning planet and will still be bright. Mars 
is a dimming evening planet. Jupiter and Saturn will be 
bright in the evening sky but we will lose sight of them 
around mid-month. Uranus is an evening planet, reaching 
50 degrees altitude, and Mars is only 1.6 degrees away on 
the 20th of the month. Neptune will be an evening binocular 
planet near Phi Aquarii.  
 
Remember - never ever look at the sun without the correct 
protective equipment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Horse Head Nebula is located in the constellation of 
Orion. It is located to the south of Alnitak which is the most 
Eastern star in Orionôs belt. It is 422 Parsecs, or 1375 light 
years, from Earth. This area also contains the Flame Nebula. 
This can be seen as a hazy cloud with binoculars. Great 
photo! 
 
Mark Andrews 

Christchurch Stargazers 

The Horse Head Nebula - Photo: Darren Hall 
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Christchurch Book Club 
Book club continues to meet using technology and collecting and distributing our free library books 
is keeping Sheila Day fit! 
 
We have been reading ñThe Truthò by Terry Pratchett, and although we have not yet had our December zoom 
meeting at time of writing, responses have hit the WhatsApp group and represent a dazzling array of opinions 
from ñhate itò to ñlove it!ò (and everything in between - perhaps the fact that this is the 25th book in the series and 
some of us hadn't read any others didnôt help!)évery hard to explain the plot (the synopsis on Wikipedia says 
ñThe book features the coming of movable type to Ankh-Morpork, and the founding of the Discworldôs first 
newspaper by William de Worde, as he invents investigative journalism with the help of his reporter Sacharissa 
Cripslock. The two investigate the charges of embezzlement and attempted murder against Havelock Vetinari, 
and help vindicate him.ò) - but it all centres on the veracity, or otherwise, of the printed word and as one of our 
members said ñthe abiding message is ójust because some thingôs written down, doesn't mean its necessarily 
true!ôò - wise words indeed! 

Our next book is ñThe Waterôs Lovelyò by Ruth Rendell. We have not yet planned our January Zoom meeting but 
it is likely to be on a Tuesday evening towards the end of January - watch out of Facebook or contact Sheila for 
more information. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Sheila Day on 07946635908. 
 
Sheila Day 

Did you know?é 
 
¶ Romans celebrated March 1 as New Year. 
¶ A lot of New Years traditions surround the food we 
est. For example many cultures believe its good 
luck to eat black eyed peas on New Years Day. 

¶ New Yearôs Eve has a special name in Belgium. It 
is known as Saint Sylvester Vooranvond. People in 
this country toast with customary champagne and 
children write letters to godparents or parents on 
the day of New Year. 

¶ Some people believe the first person you lay eyes 
on on New Years Day will determine whether it will 
be a good or bad year. 

¶ In Holland they eat donuts on New Years eve - the 
idea is that the round shape represents the full 
circle of life from one year to the next. 

¶ Some people believe that you should never eat 
fowl (chicken, turkey, duck, goose etc) at New year 
because this will result in your family having to 
ñscratch outò a living for the entire year. 

¶ South East Asians often eat sticky rice around 
midnight on New Years Eve to ensure a year of 
prosperity and good fortune. 

¶ In Scotland New Year (Hogmanay) is often 

considered to be more important than Christmas. 
This dates back to the time of the pagan festival for 
the winter solstice. 

Kids Corner 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Movable_type
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ankh-Morpork
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discworld_characters#William_de_Worde
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discworld_characters#Sacharissa_Cripslock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discworld_characters#Sacharissa_Cripslock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Havelock_Vetinari
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Friday Night Curry Club 
 
For a truly tasty, authentic and traditional Indian meal - which is also healthy and 
vegetarian - why not try a takeaway from the Friday Night Curry Club. 
 
Adult menu: 2 different curries each week, 2 chapatis and rice ï Ã10  
 
Childrenôs menu: Stuff chapati, vegetable/pulses and rice - Ã7 
 
Each week we will feature a different set of dishes. For more information  
please phone 07775 336772 or Email: vyasfoods@outlook.com 
 

Vyas Foods 
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A simple fire safety check list can help you avoid an 
unnecessary fire in your home - Simple tips, simply 
STOP the chance of a fire. 
 

¶ NEVER overload sockets: Multi-socket adapters, 
often used in homes to provide more plug sockets 
quickly and easily, are particularly popular during 
the winter period when people are more likely to 
plug in heating devices, lights and other items. If 
used incorrectly however, these can be very 
dangerous and cause an electrical fire through 
overloading the socket. óOne appliance, one 
socketô is the safest approach to avoid any danger 

of fire in your home. 

¶ Switch off, Turn off: If it isn't meant to be left on 
(like fridges, freezers) switch it off and turn it off at 
the plug when it isn't in use. 

¶ Charge safely: Only use electrical charging 
devices for the purpose they were intended and 
avoid purchasing counterfeit, cheap charging 
devices for electrical items and always keep leads 
away from cookers and hobs. 

¶ Fat-Free, Fire-Free: Fat can build up slowly over 
time through regular use of kitchen devices and as 
it does it increases the chance of a fire when 
cooking.  Ensure you regularly maintain hobs, 
grills and ovens and keep then clear from fat build 
up and safer from fire. 

¶ Distraction causes fires: over 50% of fires in the 
kitchen are caused by distraction - pay attention 
and avoid cooking if under the influence of alcohol 
or medication or feeling tired. 

YES! You SHALL go to the Masked Ball! Guess who? 

Answers on 
page 26. 

1 

2 
3 

4 5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 

mailto:vyasfoods@outlook.com
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Recent snowfall down Crown Road. 

Just enough snow to make a snowman! 

Ivy with a snowy, frosty tinge. Beautiful! 

Trees and plants tinged with a frosty, 
white blanket. 

The frost beautifully enhances  
some of natures wonders.  

All photos taken by 
Christchurch Residents 

Did someone say it�¶s snowing? CHRISTCHURCH HISTORY 
Snow? What snow? 
 
Thank you to Malcolm Hicks and his 
scrapbooks, from which we have taken this 
article. There was no date given, but we 
assume it was during the Winter of 1975. If 
anyone remembers that Winter here, do get in 
touch and share your memories with our 
readers.  

BRA 

CAR 


