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Village Road Closures 
 
On Monday 1/4/24, two sets of road works are due to take place 
affecting the village. The first is the long-planned traffic island at 
the end of Church Road, and this will involve closing the road 
from 00:01 until 12:00. - - - - - - - - 
 
The second works are improvements to the junction of Upwell 
Road and 16ft Bank (locally known as Jackson’s Corner), and 
again will involve closure of this junction. - - - - - - - - 
 
During these works, access to Padgetts Road will be via Green 
Lane, and to the 16ft via Crown Drove, beyond Wayside Estate, 
as marked in blue on the map. - - - - - - - - 
 
As both of these temporary routes are along rutted 
dirt tracks, it is expected that motorists won’t actually 
notice any difference to the usual route! 
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 TOWNLEY SCHOOL AND NURSERY 
 
Christchurch, Wisbech, Cambs. PE14 9NA 
office@townley.cambs.sch.uk 
Website: www.townley.cambs.sch.uk  
01354 638229 

Facebook—Townley School 

and Nursery 

 March 2024 

Remember that our website 
has lots more information about 
school. 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT ~ IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear readers of the Heron, 
 
Due to circumstances beyond our control, the committee have been forced to take the 
difficult decision to temporarily suspend our Heron community magazine. Unfortunately, 
we have not been able to secure anyone to help support with the editing and publishing 
side of producing the Heron. 
 
At present the Heron is collated and published by a very small team of volunteers who are 
dedicated and keen to support the continuation of the Heron. However, due to their 
working schedules, personal circumstances and commitments over the next couple of 
months, they are unable to continue for a short time. Now is the time if anyone does feel 
they would like to help, especially if you have any publishing experience, to contact the 
Editor on editor@theheron.info  
 
Our aim is to relaunch the Heron in the Autumn following our Annual General Meeting - 
which will be held at Christchurch Community Centre on Thursday 26

th
 September at 7pm 

- where we will review the situation. You will be able to keep in touch by using the 
enquiries@theheron.info email and we will remind readers about the AGM in the public 
notice boards outside Christchurch Community Centre. We will also produce a flier, nearer 
the time, as well as posting information using our website https://theheron.info  
 
My aim was to submit our application to become a charity during this Easter holiday 
however, due to our present circumstances, we have decided to put a temporary hold on 
this until we can review our position at the AGM - where you are all welcome to attend.   
 
We will be contacting all stakeholders that are connected with the Heron as quickly as 
possible. We will also be contacting our advertisers to discuss what we can best do to 
compensate for any advert space that is owing along with any Heron subscribers. 
 
Whilst some reading this article may assume that it is an April Fool, unfortunately we 
regret to inform you that it is not. 
 
Please let me reiterate we are all passionate about our local community magazine and we 
do hope you will be able to join us for the AGM in September where we anticipate, we will 
be in a much better position. 
 
 
 
 

Lorna Kirk (Chair of the Heron Executive Committee) 

mailto:editor@theheron.info
mailto:enquiries@theheron.info
https://theheron.info
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At the time of going to press, all information is as accurate and up to date as we can make it. 
Changes and updates may be published subsequently. All information contributed by outside 

agencies, including dates etc., will be assumed to be correct. 
NB as a matter of courtesy no content from the Heron should be used without prior permission. 

Tue 2nd April Mobile Library 12:15pm Fen View Layby 

Tue 2nd April Book Club 7:30pm Contact Pat Rigby 

Sun 7th April Welle Cinema - “Dream Horse” 1:30pm 3 Holes Village Hall 

Mon 8th Apr Parish Council Meeting 7:30pm CCC 

Tue 9th Apr WI - Quiz 7 Games evening 7:30pm CCC 

Wed 10th Apr Coffee/Lunch Break 11am  - 1pm CCC 

Tue 23rd Apr Annual Parish Meeting 7:30pm CCC 

Wed 24th Apr Coffee/Lunch Break 11am  - 1pm CCC 

Sun 28th April Christchurch Yard Sale 9am onwards Throughout the village 

Sunday 5th May Welle Cinema - “Oppenheimer”  1.30pm 3 Holes Village Hall 

Sat 11th May Plant Sale 10am - 2pm 38 Church Road 

Sat 11th May Card Making Workshop 10am - 2pm CCC 

Regular Weekly Events    

Monday Short Mat Bowls 7pm - 9pm CCC 

Tuesday Hobby & Craft Club 10am - 1pm CCC 

Sunday Car Boot Sale 8am - 12pm Skylark Garden Centre 

Wednesday Chair Based Exercise 10am - 10:50am CCC - 07880543821 

Thursday Cake, Coffee & Chat 1:30pm - 3:30pm CCC 

Thursday Car Boot Sale 9am onwards (buyers) Upwell Field 

Friday Christchurch Umbrella Breakfast 9:30am - 11:30am CCC 

Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu Mobile Post Office 4:10pm - 4:30pm Lay-by near Fen View 

Diary Dates 

More Road Closures (Real ones!) 

B1093 Fifty Road - between Tipps End 
and Manea. Closed for  
40 days from 2nd April. 

 

A1101 Bates Drove - Littleport  

Closed both ways to all traffic between 

25th March and 31st May for works. 
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Heron News 
 

Editorial 
Sorry! Couldn’t resist the April Fool being about the 
potholes and constant road closures! Did we get you!?! 
 
Exceptionally unfortunate news on page 3 but we have 
tried our best to secure help and it simply isn’t 
forthcoming. 
 
There are lots of things coming up in the village. Why not 
join in the Yard Sale (details on Page 7) coming up on 
28th April. Pitch donations are all going to a worthy 
cause - “Young Lives V Cancer”. We also have our 
annual plant sale on 11th May. This year we pray for a 
nice, sunny day. It was freezing last year! We are hoping 
that we can rely on our trusty team of helpers again this 
year to make it another success. All proceeds from this 
go towards keeping your village magazine in 
production. 
 
The first village car show of the year is just around the 
corner (details on Page 7) on Sunday 2 June at the 
Community Centre and Playing Field. I don’t know how 
but we always manage to “book” the nice weather for 
those,  always a varied selection of vehicles and a good 
day out.  
 
Ever fancied making your own cards? There is a card-
making workshop being held at the Community Centre 
on 11 May (details on page 9). 
 
Clive Benjamin 

EDITORIAL TEAM:  

Editorial Team Leader - Clive Benjamin - editor@theheron.info   

Editorial Team Members: Sue Norman, Elaine Reed-Hughes, Pat Rigby, Wendy Yates, Liz Scott  

Treasurer, Advertising Manager - Elaine Reed-Hughes - adverts@theheron.info Tel: 01354 638310  

Deliveries Manager - Annie Nason - 01354 638088   

Support—Lewis Bennett (IT), the Delivery & Postal Team, Publishers and Printers  

General Queries - enquiries@theheron.info Website: www.theheron.info 
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New Volunteer Cambs website calls on 
the local community to make their mark 
with volunteering 
 
 
A new website has been launched by Support 
Cambridgeshire, promoting exciting opportunities for 
residents of Cambridgeshire to explore volunteering near 
them. 
 

Whether you have 10 minutes to spare or 10 hours, in a few 
clicks you can be matched with an organisation or group in 
the community which inspires you to make your mark, 
expand on the skills you already have, discover new ones, 
unlock your potential or create lasting friendships with like-
minded people. 
 

All you need to do is visit the Volunteer Cambs website at 
volunteercambs.org.uk, create an account and hey presto! 
At the click of a button, you can find the ideal cause to 
support right on your doorstep. 
 

“Volunteering is not just about helping others”, say the 
creators of the new volunteer matchmaking service – “it’s 
also about what they’ll get in return. This includes a sense of 
purpose, wonderful experiences, and a whole lot of thanks 
from the causes they are helping”  
 

Volunteer Cambs works by asking organisations and 
groups to load up their opportunities and profiles directly so 
there’s always something new for a volunteer to look at 
every time they visit the site. And the good causes who are 
promoting their work benefit by having a continuous stream 
of potential volunteers. 
 

The website has also had backing from the Mayor of 
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough. Speaking about the launch 
of Volunteer Cambs, Dr, Nik Johnson said: "The role of 
volunteers in supporting our local communities is crucial, 
and it’s always humbling to see the efforts of our residents 
who give up their time and skills to support the causes that 

are important to them. I'm hugely 
excited about the impact the 
Volunteer Cambs portal is set to 
make in matching volunteers with 
the organisations that need them 
- and am proud to see our region 
leading the charge and shining an 
even brighter light on the 
importance of volunteering and making connections like 
never before." 
 

An enquiry form featured on the website will help groups 
and volunteers match up, contact each other, and there is 
even a chat function for those who want to dip their toe in 
first. Would be volunteers can search for opportunities by 
location if transport is an issue, for instance, or by topics that 
match their skill set and interests. 
 

Mark Freeman, CEO at Cambridge Council for Voluntary 
Service, Volunteer Cambs lead partner continued: 
“Volunteers benefit from knowing they can make a real 
positive difference and have a strong impact on their local 
area. And anyone can volunteer, you could be retired, a 
skilled professional, a student, a family who want to 
volunteer together, or even a corporate team. Sharing 
talents with others connects all of us in a really special way 
and can boost our mental health and well-being too by 
helping us to feel valued, knowing that what we do as 
volunteers is appreciated and respected.” 
 

The Volunteer Cambs team will be out-and-about across 
Cambridgeshire over the coming year. You can also keep 
an eye on the site for more information and inspiring stories 
and photographs of great volunteer/group matches 
transforming lives and raising awareness of the value, 
impact and importance they’re having in their local area. 
 
To find out how you can match your precious time to 
local good causes visit volunteercambs.org.uk. It all 
starts with one act of kindness. 

The Annual Parish Meeting for the Parish of Christchurch 
Tuesday 23

rd
 April 

 
The Annual Parish Meeting is your opportunity to come together as a community to discuss all aspects of life in 
Christchurch, raise issues or make suggestions.  It’s also an opportunity for village organisations and groups to 
showcase their work and celebrate their achievements.  This is your meeting and the Parish Council is merely 
coordinating the event.  If you would like to add anything to the agenda, please contact the Clerk. 
 
Guest speakers from the emergency services have been invited to talk about what they do and how they do it.  
The recently-announced closure of Manea Fire Station will result in slower response times for Christchurch, so 
we hope to have a representative of Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service to discuss the implications of 
this decision and the impact for Christchurch.  A Cambridgeshire Police Officer will explain the different roles in 
policing and the impact of the emergence of new types of crime and answer questions about policing in 
Christchurch.  We also hope to have a speaker from one of the local Health Service bodies or charities. 
 
The meeting takes place in the Community Centre on Tuesday 23rd April at 7.00 for 7.30pm.  Light 
refreshments will be provided. 
 
Your opinion matters, so please come and have your say. 
 
Dave Gibbs, Clerk 
clerk@christchurchparishcouncil.org.uk 
 
01945 870083 

mailto:clerk@christchurchparishcouncil.org.uk
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Christchurch 

Yard Sale 
 

Sunday 28th April 2024  

9-12 noon  

 

Stall-holders pay £5 

(will collect on the day)  

Funds raised for the charity  

Young Lives v Cancer  
(formerly CLIC Sargent).  

 

Contact details: Pat Rigby  

07776 142642.  

 

Need to confirm your “yard’s” 

participation by 20th April so that we  

can print the maps of all locations.  
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Public time 
The editor apologised for an error in reporting regarding 
the planning application for 4 Fen View, the report 
stated a wall, when it should have been reported as a 
fence. 
 
There was discussion around the state of the roads, 
which has caused damage to vehicles, and also to the 
timing of the works closing the 16 Foot Bank and the 
Littleport Road with respect to the likely closure of 
Welney Wash Road for flooding, though it was pointed 
out that if the Littleport Road was closed at the same 
time as Welney was closed, this could cause access 
difficulties for those living around the area. 
 
Applicants for vacant parish council position were voted 
on by written ballet – Brian Burfield was voted in and 
joined the council table. The PCC thanked Nathalie 
Benton Skerritt for her submission. 
 
Other items included a request to re-site the bin from 
outside the old shop, the pavement work outside Field 
Lodge has been scheduled for next week, after over 10 
years since the process first put in place to get this work 
done, Clarion Housing Association investigating the 
ownership of land around the properties on Upwell 
Road with regards to clearing any mess, and concerns 
on visibility on the corner near Dun Cow, especially 
when coming down Church Road and turning into 
Green Lane. The white lines need repainting, and this 
will be requested. A question was asked regarding the 
storage of electronic records for the Christchurch 
website, there was assurance that there are a number 
of copies of this. 
 
Bowls Club donation –the PCC will seek input from the 
old bowls club members as to the use of these funds. 
Annual PC meeting planning (23rd April) – see article 
elsewhere on this. 
 
Cllr Dal Roy report 
Clarion Housing Association. At a meeting on 4th March, 
with the Overview and Scrutiny Committee it was 
recorded that there are around 120 empty homes within 
Fenland despite massive demand. Clarion have said 
they are resolving issues quickly, but FDC dispute this, 
with just 34 employed people to manage/repair 4000 
houses. Clarion have a 2050 upgrade plan, eg. solar 
panels, insulation, replaced doors, with each property 
being assessed to see if viable. Response times to 
emergencies are poor and FDC have requested a direct 
dial number to the emergency team, as that doesn’t yet 
exist. 
 
The Head of planning left in February, and the new 
appointee going through checks and once completed, 
then the land behind Syringa House will be addressed. 
Policing local areas – we do not see any police in the 
area, the service is trying to recruit more police officers, 
but it’s unlikely that we will see any extra police in the 
area and PCSOs are in short supply. 

 
Highways department is looking at insisting on kerb-to-
kerb repairs by utility companies and Cllr French is fully 
on board with this. 
 
Peterborough Care partnerships are looking into the 
issue of shortage of GP surgeries, and looking at 
putting a central hub in Fenland, but no timeline or 
location, but this will refer to the Fenland Study phase 3 
with the view to centralised hubs, and access including 
public transport links will be considered. 
 

Clerks report  
The daytime closure of 16 Foot Bank at the Upwell end 
has begun (completed by the time you read this), and 
other items mentioned included the Great British Spring 
clean, empty homes and the council tax penalty, Craft 
festival taking place in March, and a combined authority 
electric vehicle and charging point survey taking place. 
Cambs volunteers website has been launched (see 
elsewhere in the Heron). 
 
Recreation ground extension, quotes for bridges 
received. The PC gave the go-ahead to start the 
project. 
 
Spraying of highways, with a new proposal to spray 
twice a year on roads with kerbs, PC chose to opt in to 
spraying. Verges to be cut at end of April (and then July 
and October). 
 
Planning  
Installation of ASHP in front of property at Tipps End, 
extension and fence to 4 Fen View, and a single 
dwelling for a family member next to the Hole in the 
Wall cottage with agricultural tenancy. – PC have no 
objections to any of these applications (the clerk may 
assist with the last application listed). 
 
Finances more or less in line with budget. 
 
Barclays Bank ongoing issue – now being handled by 
the Executive Complaints team at Barclays head office. 
PCC reluctantly keeping on the account with Barclays 
as is the best cost option. There have been 2 payments 
totalling £425 from Barclays as a result of Peter Owen’s 
complaint, which was escalated, both paid into PC 
account, all to go to the charity, along with a further 
£132 from the recycling CCC bins contract. 
 
Next meeting – 7:30pm 8th April, all are welcome to 

attend. 

PC Snippets 
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Church News 

 

 

Quiz and Curry 
 

Christchurch Community Centre 
Saturday 20th April 

 
Doors open 7pm Quiz starts 7.30pm 

 
Maximum number per team is 6 people 

 
£7.50 per person  

 
There will be a raffle. 

 
All profits will go to the church  

repair fund. 

Dear All 

 

Firstly, thank you to all those people in the village 

who have supported our recent events. 

 

We continue to add to the church repair pot, 

although the final total seems a long way off just yet.  

We were very pleased to be able to donate £116 to 

the Ferry Project in Wisbech and a full bag of items to 

March Food Bank after our Lent Lunch in March. 

 

A very special thank you to Russell Fowlers of Manea 

who pumped about 2000 gallons of water out of the 

church yard for no charge! This helped to reduce the 

flooding and prevent flooding of the church building 

itself. 

 

As the ground dries out more, you will see the 

churchyard returning to its usual well-maintained 

state, thanks to Keith Bruce, Alvar Smart and others 

for all they do. 

 

Helen Chappell  

(Church Warden at time of going to print) 

Card Making Workshop 
Saturday 11th May 2024 

10am – 2pm 
 

£15 per person includes all materials 
and a buffet lunch. 

 
There are limited places. 

Please contact Helen on 07702 225259 
or 638092 to book a place 

(payment in is required in advance of 
the day please). 

 
All profits will be added to the Church 

Repairs Fund. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lunch Break – 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
(10th and 24th April)  

     
11am – 1pm Free hot drink BYO lunch  

                             
Coffee and Cake – every Thursday 1.30- 3.30pm                                

                                    
 Free drink. Donations for a piece of cake 

                             
Friday Breakfast – every Friday 9.30-11.30am 

                                    
Free drink and toast.  

Other breakfasts available to purchase. 
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Answers to all on page 17 

Kids Page 

Colour in these 
Pictures with some  
bright pens or 
pencils. 
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Dog Poo Bins 

Below is an extract from the “Clerk’s Postbag” dated 1 April 2004. It seems the issue 

of dog mess hasn’t really improved much in the last 20 years! - Ed 
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Answers on page 17 
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Recipe 

From the office of Steve Barclay 
 
 
The Wisbech incinerator is the topic that everyone is talking about – and for good reason. I was as shocked 
and angry as constituents when the news came through that the Planning Inspector’s recommendation had 
been accepted.  It is a flawed proposal, located on an unsuitable site.  
 
This is a scheme that, if built, would bring hundreds of thousands of tonnes of municipal, commercial and 
industrial waste to Wisbech each year for incineration. The town, district and county councils were all united 
with me in campaigning against it.  It is a scheme that would never have been granted planning permission by 
the local authority and was created to generate just over the 50 megawatts of power threshold, meaning that it 
qualified as a nationally significant infrastructure project and was therefore subject to determination by the 
Planning Inspectorate process outside our area. 
 
This is the wrong scheme in the wrong place, that will have a detrimental effect on our local community. I will 
continue to fight this proposal and have already held meetings with Fenland District Council to support them in 
bringing forward a judicial review.  
 
The fight must continue to oppose this scheme given the massive blot on our landscape it will cause. I am 
committed to doing everything possible to fight it.  Only a year ago, the Government introduced legally binding 
targets to halve the amount of residual waste going to landfill or incineration. Making progress on this target 
undermines the case for new incinerators.  
 
This scheme is even more disappointing given the progress made more widely in securing investment for the 
constituency, with the latest example being £20m of funding announced in the budget specifically for local 
schemes in Wisbech. Yet incinerator overshadows this progress, and I will work with local councillors, 
businesses and residents to try and stop it being built.   
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Looking for somewhere to go?  
What’s on in April 2024 

 
 
 

Sunday 14th April – Fun Dog Show at Upwell Playing Field, New Road PE14 9AB booking at 10:30am Judging 
starts 11am £2 per class  
 
Sunday 14th April 10am to 4pm - Springs Artisan Fayre, Upwell Hall, New Road, Upwell 
 
Saturday 20th April 7.30pm start - Race Night (East Anglian Race Nights) at Upwell Village Hall, New Road PE14 
9AB admission £6 including sausage and chips.  
 
Saturday 20th April 2024 7pm – Quiz and Curry night, CCC. £7.50 pp, proceeds to the Church Repair Fund.  
 
Sunday 21st April 10am to 4pm - Farmers Market & Family Funday, Marshland Hall, Smeeth Road, Wisbech 
 
Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th April - East Anglian Game Fair, Euston Estate, Thetford IP24 2QH, Dog & Duck 
show, Fly Fishing demos, Horse boarding, Gundogs, Scurry & Trials Driving, Pakefield Ferrets, Terrier Racing, 
various dog shows, clay shooting and lots more. See website ukgamefair.co.uk for ticket info and times. 
 
Sunday 28th April 9am start -Yard Sale in Christchurch. Stall holders £5.00 for donation to Young Lives V Cancer 
(formerly CLIC Sargent) contact Pat Rigby 07776142642 to register and to be included on map 
 
Saturday 4th May 11am to 4pm – Ely Eel day 2024, Jubilee Gardens, 18 Jubilee Terrace, Ely 
 
Sunday 5th May to Monday 6th May - Ely’s Food, Drink & Craft Festival 2024,  The Gallery, Ely & Palace Green 
Ely 

 
Saturday 11th May 2024, 10am-2pm - Heron Annual Plant Sale, “Treetops” 38 Church Road, Christchurch. 

Swindon Humanitarian Aid Partnership 

Candles For Ukraine  
If you have collected candles and other items (in clean and good condition) for Ukraine, 
here’s where and when to hand them in. 

 
Each weekend during April (Saturday and Sunday), there will be a labelled box placed at the front of 
Grasshopper Cottage, 5, Upwell Road. PE14 9LF, for you to put them in. If your item is too large to go 
into the box, please leave it in a labelled waterproof bag at my front door.  
 
What can be donated? See MARCH HERON p 7.  
 
Alternatively, call me on 01354 638088 and I can arrange a collection. If you would like to give money 
instead /as well as items, please place your gift in an envelope with your contact details and put it 
through my door. I will give you a receipt and send your donation to the charity. THANKING 
EVERYONE IN ADVANCE. PEACE TO UKRAINE.   
 
 
Annie Nason 
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Christchurch Book  
Club 
The Christchurch Book club met in March to discuss 
the latest book Blood Orange by Harriet Tyce. 
 
This book was enjoyed by all, a dark psychological 
thriller, a barrister who is a wife and mother but whose 
work, an affair, partying and the unravelling of her 
marriage, starts receiving sinister messages. When 
she is asked to take on a murder case, the life of the 
accused starts to mirror her own. Full of twists and 
turns and a very unexpected ending. 
 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 2nd April 
when we will discuss the current book, A Narrow Door, 
by Joanne Harris. The next book will be The Phone 
Box at the End of the World by Imai Messina. 
 
New members are always welcome. For further details 
or if you would like to come along to the next meeting 
and require details of the venue, please contact Pat 
Rigby on 07776 142642.  

Christchurch Hobby and 
Craft Club 

 

Every Tuesday 
10.00 AM- 1.00 PM 

Christchurch Community Centre  
 

Bring your art, craft or hobby along to the club to 
work on and share with like-minded friends.  
 
Maybe you will introduce us to something new or find 
something you would like to try, i.e. artwork, 
needlework, crochet, card making, Lego, or maybe 
there is a jigsaw puzzle looking for someone to finish 
while you are thinking of what to start. 
 
Interested? 
 
Contact Janet Harper on 07941 465319 or Pat Rigby 
on 07776 142642 

EARN £30 Per Day  
Dog sitting in your own 

home. 
 

Food supplied by us. 
 

Our dog SHIRO Japanese 
Akita male would stay 
with you when we are 

away. 
 

If you are interested 
please contact me:  

 
Email:kim.d.lucas@btinternet.com 

 
or text: 07450 811860 

mailto:kim.d.lucas@btinternet.com
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Christchurch 
Gardening Club 
“A Welcome in the Hillsides” 

As the Gardening Club’s year swings into action, we 
welcomed friend of the club Gary Wilmott, to come and 
speak at the first full meeting of the year. Gary was keen 
to tell us all about his experience of building a market 
garden from scratch in Wales, and as the move from the 
West Country to Wales was over twenty years ago, a 
distinct lack of the internet at the time made research 
and procurement of materials that much more difficult. 
It’s interesting to note how much more the internet has 
become part of all our lives in the last couple of decades 
or so. Increasing their 4 acres to six acres Gary and his 
family started breeding sheep, requiring planning 
permission for the sheep sheds and garden. Fighting 
against several years of harsh snowy winters the project 
was brought to a successful conclusion and sold lock 
stock and barrel in 2018. Gary entertained the members 
for well over the hour with his many and varied photos 
and commentary. 
 
Next month on Tuesday 16th April, is one of the clubs 
open evenings featuring David Reeve talking on 
Protecting our Royals. David was a fixture at 
Sandringham for many years in charge of the Royal 
protection unit and is now a leading light in the 
production of the Sandringham flower show. A raconteur 
and excellent speaker, this will be an evening not to 
miss. Non-members welcome. 
 
Apologies for a mistake in last months column, The 
Vicarage is in Ruston not as stated Bury. 
 
For more information on the club and events please call 
01354638230 or come along on the night. You would be 
very welcome. 
 
Steve. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indoor Short Mat Bowls 
 

New club meeting every Monday 7-9pm at 
Christchurch Community Centre. 

 
ALL WELCOME! (Spare bowls available to loan.) 

 
For further details call Janet Harper on  

07941 465319. 

WI Meeting held at the Community Centre on  
Tuesday March 12

th
 at 7.p.m. 

 

All members were present except for Belinda, Wendy and Helen although she did 
arrive slightly later. 
 

Dr. Hirson then gave a fascinating talk on Olive Oil. Dr. Hirson was a doctor at Manea but then bought a 
property in Tuscany which had a number of olive trees. With help from friends and locals he began to 
harvest them.  
 
He told us of the benefit of using olive oil for health. We were then invited to taste the oil by dipping a piece 
of bread into it and trying to ascertain the taste of the oil. His talk was accompanied by a range of slides, 
showing the various stages of olive oil production. 
 
Next month: Tue April 2nd will be an open meeting about “scamming”. Members to arrive at 6.30.p.m., Non-
members at 7.15 p.m. cost £3. 

CHRISTCHURCH GARDENING CLUB 
DIARY DATES 2024 

 
Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month. 

Doors open at 7:00 pm ~ Speaker talk starts at 7:30 pm. 
 

Tuesday 16
th

 April 2024: David Reeve - Protecting our 
Royals 
Tuesday 21

st
 May 2024: Richard Willitt - Norfolk Owls 

(Live Owls) 
Tuesday 18

th 
June 2024: SUMMER BUFFET 

Tuesday 16
th

 July: 2024: Joan & Richard Munns - Gault 
Woodland Trust 
Tuesday 20th August 2024: Mary from Manea - 
Succulents. 
Tuesday 17

th
 September 2024: Philippa Pearson - 

Garden Design Tips. 
Tuesday 15

th
 October 2024: T.B.A 
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Answers from Page 12. 

   
Spring I-Spy 

Answers      

Flowers 6  Watering Can 8  Butterfly 14  

Rainbow 9  Pairs of Gloves 8  Bird House 5  

Wheelbarrow 8  Umbrella 3  Pot Plant 12  

Answers from Page 10. 

     

 Across   Down 

1 Blossom  2 Lamb 

5 Butterfly  3 Spots 

9 Hive  4 Clean 

10 Rainbow  7 Melt 

12 Flowers  8 Nests 

14 Easter  11 Blue 

15 Hatch  12 Sun 
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645 Services Ltd  
For your complete Oil Services                                            

 
Registered Office: 12/13 The Crescent, Wisbech, 

Cambs PE13 1EH – Director: B E Easey 
Company Registration Number: 07872493   

 VAT Number: 126 5422 30 

For a competitive oil quote, for 
delivery in the village and 

surrounding area, (Outwell, Upwell, 
Tipps End, Welney) please call 645 

Services’ on 01353 668173 or 07540 
334670.  

(office hours only please)  
or Email: stuart@645services.co.uk 

 
We will always try and be the best 
price around - with local deliveries 

scheduled for most weeks 
throughout the month. 

mailto:elainereedhughes@gmail.com
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For all your Timber and Building Supplies 
 

ISLE ROAD, OUTWELL 
PE14 8TD 

Tel: 01945 77 21 16 
 

FENCING, PANELS, TRELLIS 
TIMBER, PLYWOOD, DECKING 

 
SAND, BALLAST, GRAVEL 

 
SCREWS, NAILS, BOLTS 

 
PAINT, SILICONE, HAND TOOLS 

 
LOCKS, ELECTRICALS, PLUMBING, 

GUTTERING 
UNDERGROUND PIPE & FITTINGS 

 
CEMENT, MULTIFINISH, PLASTERBOARD 

Independent 
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Qualified Seamstress 
All dressmaking and sewing 
jobs undertaken. Alterations 

to clothing and curtains. 

Please contact: Sandra Kay 
on 01354 638478 
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March Road, Welney, PE14 9SE 

LW Vehicle Services Ltd 
Car and Commercial Repairs 

Call 01354 610172 
Email lwvs@outlook.com 

Web lwvehicleservices.com 

• Class 4 and 7 MOT Testing 
• Full Diagnostic Service 
• HGV Maintenance 
• Batteries - Tyres - Exhausts 
• Welding and Fabrication 
• Timing Belts 
• HGV PMI Inspections 
• Aircon Service and Repair 
• Courtesy Car Available 
• All Service and Repairs Undertaken 
• Car and Van Sales 
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Community Information 
Mobile Post Office:  
Visits Monday to Thursday in the lay-by on Upwell 
Road Monday and Thursday - 16.30 to 17:00 
Tuesday and Wednesday - 16.10 to 17:00 
Fridays - no service. 
ANYONE WISHING THEIR ITEMS TO BE POSTED, 
ON THE DAY, WILL NEED TO GET THEIR POST TO THE  
VAN BY 4.40PM - WHICH IS WHEN IT IS COLLECTED. 

Use it or lose it!   

Mobile Library:   
OUR MOBILE LIBRARY COMES ONCE A 
MONTH, ON THE FIRST TUESDAY, AT 12.15-
1.00PM. 
 
The van parks in the lay-by on Upwell Road, 
opposite to the entrance of Fen View.  USE IT OR 
LOSE IT?   
 
The Mobile Library visits March, Christchurch and 
Manea: 
 
March Elliot Lodge 9:30 - 10:10 
March Shaftesbury Lodge 10:20 - 10:50 
March Upwell Park 10:55 - 11:15 
March Fleming Court 11:30 - 11:45 
Christchurch Layby 12:15 - 1pm 
Manea Festival Close 2pm - 3pm 
Manea High Street 3:10 - 4:30pm 

 
As well as a large range of library books, you can 
get your NHS hearing batteries, replacement 
walking stick ferrules and you can dispose of old 
household batteries. 
 
You can use the Select and Collect service online, 

or by calling 0345 045 5225.  

https://cambridgeshire-self.achieveservice.com/
service/Select_and_Collect 

Please support your local Library Service, right 
in the heart of your community.  

Please remember that 
no dogs are allowed on 
the playing field. Thank 
you. Your co-operation 
is much appreciated. 

Letters to the Editorial Team 
The Editorial team welcome letters from its readers. Please email letters to: editor@heron.info or post them to The Editor of 
The Heron, 1 Brimstone Close, Christchurch PE14 9EE.  PLEASE NOTE: Letters will only be considered for publication if they are 
accompanied by name and contact details. The Heron will not share any contact details unless given permission. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 

Useful Telephone Numbers 
Age UK Cambridgeshire  0300 666 9860  

Alzheimer's Society (Fenland)  01945 580480  

Churchwarden - Mrs Helen Chappell 01354 638092  

Citizens' Advice Bureau, Wisbech  03442 451292 

Community Centre Bookings (Bryan) 07918 664402 

Community Fire Safety Officer 07717 858166    

District Councillor - Dal Roy 07885 381007 

District Councillor - Matthew Summers 07725 629947 

Electricity Faults - UK Power Networks 105 

FACT Dial-A-Ride 01354 661234  

Fenland District Council  01354 654321  

Floodline 0845 988 1188 

Library - March  0354 045 5225  

MIND (Mental Health Crisis Line) 116 123 

National Debtline 0808 808 4000 

NHS 111 

Norfolk Dial-a-Ride  01553 770310  

Parish Clerk - David Gibbs 07932 191050 

Parish Councillor - Jill Bliss  01354 638343 

Parish Councillor - Ryan Feeney 07785 907509 

Parish Councillor - Julia Hayes 07591 537001 

Parish Councillor - James Hughes 01354 638310 

Parish Councillor - Shaun Potter 07825 016990 

Parish Councillor - Andrew Sparrow 01354 638020 

Police - Emergency  999 

Police - Non Emergency 101  

Samaritans 116 123 

Telephone Preference Service 0345 070 0707 

Townley School  01354 638229  

Trading Standards  03454 040506 

Train Information  03457 484950  

Upwell Health Centre (and out of hours) 01945 773671 

Upwell Health Centre - Pharmacy 01945 774934  

Veterinary Centre - The Crossings 01366 382219  

Water Emergencies  03457 145145  

Club Contacts  

Art Club - Jan Clifford 01354 638217 

Book Club - Pat Rigby 07776 142642  

Gardening Club - Marion Hawthorn 01354 638230 

Short Mat Bowls Club - Janet Harper 01354 638681 

WI - Margaret Hayes 01354 653240  

Jazz Club - Cat Johnson  

Christchurch Stargazers - Mark Andrews 07425 165415  

musiciancat@hotmail.co.uk 

https://cambridgeshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Select_and_Collect
tel:03450455225
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How did our roads get their names? 
 
Ha Penny Toll Road 
According to Well’s ‘History of the Drainage of the Fens’, there are several private tolls in the Middle level, all of 
which were placed in lieu of ancient ferries; one of which is the old Croft River, in the parish of Upwell, called the 
Half-penny Toll, which formerly ran from Littleport Chair to Wisbech.’ No doubt it was called Half penny Toll 
because the payment to pass along the road was a half penny, but the earliest information I can find about the 
Toll is from the present post mistress who, now about seventy years old, used to live at Toll House when she 
was a child. She recalls that a Traction Engine used to cost three shillings, a horse and cart sixpence and a 
bicycle three perce. Nor can I find any indication as to the exact age of the Toll House, which still stands today, 
except that Well’s volumes were published in 1830, so that the Toll House must have been built before this 
date. 
 
Droves 
The Norfolk, Cambridgeshire and Lincolnshire Fens abound with roads called Droves. The word 'drove' is used 
in preference to 'road' because it more accurately describes its original use. In years gone by, at the onset of 
winter livestock would have been driven by a drover to higher or drier ground that was less subject to flooding. 
With the return of spring and the drier weather the animals would be driven back down the drove to the lush 
grazing. But with modern drainage and the lessening chance of flooding they have become a relic of the past. 
 
If it became necessary to move livestock these days most farmers would employ a livestock haulier. 
 
16 Foot, 40 Foot, 100 Foot 
Most waterways in the Fens have more than one name, and this is no exception. It is shown on Thomas 
Badeslade's 1723 map as "Thurlos Drain" (or "Thurles Drain"). The Middle Level Act of 1810 refers to just 
"Sixteen Feet River"; and Samuel Wells in 1830 refers to both "Thurlow's Drain, or Sixteen Feet River". On OS 
maps it was "Sixteen Foot River" in 1824 but since 1901 (at least) it has been "Sixteen Foot Drain”. I’ve seen 
two or three different theories on the naming, one is the width of the Drain at the normal water level, another is 
the length of river dug each day (though that doesn’t stack up too well with the total dug vs time to create the 
whole length). 
 

 
 

The story of “I will always love you”, 50 
years on - from Dolly Parton to Whitney 
and Elvis 
 
Are you having a productive day? Perhaps consider Dolly Parton and think 
again. One afternoon in 1973, a flash of inspiration saw her sit down and 
write two classics back-to-back. 
 
First came ‘Jolene’ - a career-defining smash, synonymous with Parton alone. The next? ‘I Will Always Love 
You’. Not a bad nine-to-five. 
 
That tender second track, released 50 years ago in March, remains one of her lesser-known credits, despite 
soundtracking love and heartbreak for half a century. It was Whitney Houston's cover version, recorded for the 
soundtrack of The Bodyguard in 1992, that elevated the song to classic status. 



 

24  

The Heron is printed by 
March Stationery & Print, 5 Fenland Walk, March, Cambs PE15 8TW 

Tel: 01354 656614 Email: sales@marchsp.co.uk 

Any views expressed in The Heron do not necessarily reflect the views of The Heron Editorial Team.  
The team aim to provide a balanced view of village opinions where such views are expressed.             

We reserve the right to edit any submissions where we feel this is appropriate. 

The Urge to Fly 
When I was young, my parents moved to Biggin Hill. I was 
always fascinated by the airshows and used to lay on the 
roof of our bungalow watching them but never really gave 
much thought to flying. A number of years later, my (then) 
wife saw something on TV about Hang Gliding and thought it 
would be a good idea to try it out. After day 1, it soon 
became pretty apparent that she had changed her mind 
about this, but by this time I was hooked. I booked myself 
onto the training course and set myself up for weekends of 
waiting around for the weather to become just right to get a 
very few short glides down the hill (firstly with 3 people 
running with you holding ropes so you didn’t go anywhere 
you weren’t supposed to - like hospital!)! I then purchased a 
Skyhook Cutlass hang glider, which was  heavy, inefficient 

and slow, but was all I 
could afford at the time. 
This plus all the equipment 
needed came in a 20kg, 
20 foot long bag, plus 
other equipment which had 
to be carried up a 600 foot 
hill, rigging it at the top, all 
for a 3 minute flight (if 
lucky) down to the bottom 
to then de-rig and start all 
over again!  

 
Not surprisingly, in 2 years, I gained a significant number of 
flights, but total flight time was still under 3 hours – not 
without a few incidents and a sobering story about someone 
I knew, who was an excellent pilot (flew in the British team), 
had an incident where he landed face first and was killed. 
That and the fact that I have a fear of falling (not of heights) 
meant that I was finding it increasingly difficult to walk to the 
edge to take off (once I was away, I had no problems at all). 
On a trip to Wales, I managed to take off, and the conditions 
were perfect, which allowed me to fly for a number of 
minutes, and more importantly, land back at the top – that 
was the ideal flight as it meant you could then fly off again 
quickly. However, as I was under my wing partially 
derigging, another pilot collided with the top of my wing as 
he landed (fortunately only minor) but for some reason, that 
was the last straw and I couldn’t fly a hang glider again. 
 
However, the flying bug was still with me – one thing I had 
tried once was a tow launch which meant I could take off 
from level ground. This was still in the early days, so 
somewhat experimental and not readily available, but the 
idea of taking off from the ground stuck, so the next stage 
was going to be powered flight. I had always liked the idea of 
autogyros - do you remember Little Nellie from James 
Bond?  Having seriously looked at something like that, I got 
quite excited about seeing one on a trailer near where I lived 
(Leeds at the time), only to find out that someone had been 
killed flying it the following day, and all autogyros were 
grounded for a time (I believe a fault of how they were flown, 
rather than the machines themselves).  
 
The next logical step was a microlight – these had originally 
literally been hang glider wings with a small trike and engine, 
but by the time I started, the wings were purpose built for 
powered flight, to give more strength and speed, and this 

was a much more civilised way of flying.  Easy to rack up 
hours instead of minutes, and generally less waiting around 
for perfect conditions. I bought a Mainair Flash 1 microlight, 
again quite old standard of the time, but it did the job. I 
passed my PPL(M) and after that, the sky was the limit – 
literally. I was flying 75 hours a year (well over the 50 hour 
per year average for pilots) and going all over the place – I 
wasn’t comfortable flying over water, so always in this 
country, but with a jerry can strapped in the passenger seat, 
could fly considerable distances, landing in fields (never with 
crop, and always well away from any livestock or horses) to 

refuel. On one occasion I landed in a field next to the service 
station on the M1, and just nipped through the hedge to the 
services to refill the jerry can! 

By this time, I was self-employed so decided I could afford a 
new machine and duly purchased the trike as a kit. Part of 
the reason for this new machine was also that I had decided 
to try my hand at instructing and passed my AFI qualification 
just before moving to Bedford, so was engaged as a part 
time AFI at Sandy Airfield using my own aircraft. I did this for 
a couple of years, but it actually took the edge off flying, so I 
sold my aircraft and bought a share in a syndicate owned 
aircraft (very modern – electric start!!). In those days, there 
were requirements to fly 5 
hours every 13 months in order 
to keep your license valid, and I 
was struggling to do this, and in 
fact, one year I went out on the 
very last day of the 13 months 
and flew the whole 5 hours and 
5 minutes in one go just to keep 
my license valid, but realised 
that my heart really wasn’t in it 
any more so sold my share 
after 20 years of microlight 
flying. 
 
That wasn’t quite the end of my flying, though as my (then, 
and different) wife liked the sound of going gliding 
(sailplanes) so we both went along to Gransden where we 
both had a trial flight. She did enjoy it, but only as a one off, 
but I persisted – the idea of flight without an engine still 
really had its appeal and the winch launch was like being 
catapulted off the ground. I had a fair bit of instruction, but 
one lesson involved recovery from a spin (which of course 
means it has to be put in a spin in the first place) – this is not 
something you are taught on microlights as they can’t spin, 
and was the first (and last) time I’ve really been terrified in 
flight and realised that I could continue flying as a student, 
but there was no way I was going to be able to qualify as a 
pilot. 
 
In the meantime, other wind driven sports gave me some 
interest, I’ve tried land yachting, kite buggying, dinghy sailing 
and toyed with paramotoring (never quite got airborne). 
When I get a chance, I have a power kite that I really need to 
fly again, and blo karting is calling to me to try but possibly, 
apart from an occasional pleasure flight, I think my feet are 
now firmly on the ground. It’s been a lot of fun though, and I 
still recognise the sound of a microlight, and look up 
wistfully. 
 
Clive Benjamin 


