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FREE? 

More information on page 3. 
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Christchurch Community Centre Car Show 
 
 

On Sunday 7
th
 September, the community centre hosted the second car show of the year, and again, 

this was well attended with some old classics, plus cars that made me think that they arenôt classics, 
but after a momentôs thought, actually they are!!! 
 

From my perspective, one car I loved to see was the Gilbern Invader ï Iôve not seen one of these for 
decades, and this one was in lovely condition. But all cars were well 
presented, and a big congratulations to the winners, Simon & Kelly 
Smith of Long Sutton with their SAAB hearse. 
 
Well done to the CCC for organising yet another successful show, 
and to all of the participants and those who were there on the various 
stalls. 
 
- Clive Benjamin 

Thank you to Outwell Timber, for their donation of materials towards the Church Renovation Project.  
Your support is greatly appreciated - Church of Christ, Christchurch Renovation Committee. 
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Do you know how to use a defibrillator? 
 

Lucy Pye and I have arranged to run a couple of courses to show anyone  
interested how to use the defibrillators (and includes CPR training). 
 

This will be instructed by Lucy on Monday 27
th
 October, at 6pm and again at 

7:30pm. 
 

The course will be FREE to attend (if anyone wishes to donate to MAGPAS,  
donations would be more than welcome). 

 

If you are interested in attending, please message me on 07767 872810, email on                            
editor@theheron.info or check on Facebook and mark yourself down as going. This is just so we have 
an idea of the numbers. 

- Clive Benjamin 

Poppy Appeal 2025 
 

As we lose the summertime daylight and move into autumn our 
thoughts start to turn to Poppy Appeal and Remembrance.  
 

This year is no exception with the need for fundraising and raising 
awareness no less important than any other years previously. 
 

Again, I am your Poppy Appeal Organiser for Manea & District and 
will be at your disposal for all things poppy related from supplying 
poppies and pin badges to ordering just about any named wreath 
there is available to order!  
 

Please get in touch with any order, queries or even if you want a chat 
about getting more involved in collecting for the Poppy Appeal or 
organising a special event which could count towards our district total.  My contact details are: 
Sally Fawkes (01945) 351225 or 07884 478598 or email me on salnrog@sky.com. 
 

Looking forward to meeting everyone again this year and hoping for another bumper year of  
fundraising. 

Community Right To Buy 
 

The English Devolution Bill, which contains proposed  
legislation for a Community Right to Buy, passed its second 
reading in the House of Commons last week (2 September). 
 

It will now move to committee stage, and is due to pass into law, with amendments and scrutiny in 
2026. As part of the English Devolution Bill set out in the House of Commons, it will become easier for 
local ownership groups to take control of assets such as pubs, shops and social hubs through a new  
Community Right to Buy. 

Improvements to Upwell Road/Sixteen Foot 
Road Junction 

 

Hopefully, by the time you are reading this, the improvements to the junction of the Sixteen Foot Road 
and Upwell Road should have been completed ï these include new white lines (at a tighter spacing to 
indicate increased hazard), the installation of 38 glass catôs eyes, and new signs on the approaches to 
the junction. As noted by Dave Gibbs, our parish clerk, no glass cats were harmed in delivering this 
project!! 

mailto:editor@theheron.info
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At the time of going to press, all information is as accurate and up to date as we can make it. Changes 
and updates may be published subsequently. All information contributed by outside agencies, 

including dates etc., will be assumed to be correct. 
NB as a matter of courtesy no content from the Heron should be used without prior permission. 

Advertising in the Heron 
 
 
 
 

Please contact adverts@theheron.info or phone Elaine on 01354 638310. 
 
Advertisers - all our advert rates and conditions can be found on our website www.theheron.info. Business 
advertisers can book a series of 6 adverts (for 1 yearôs worth of advertising), paid in advance. Adverts  
for village fundraising events, personal announcements, or small private ads are usually free. 

Eighth Page (6.5cm High x 9.5cm Wide) 
Landscape Format 

6 x issues £36 (1 year) 

Quarter Page (14cm High x 9.5cm Wide)  
Portrait Format 

6 x issues £52  (1 year) 

Diary Dates 
Tue 7th Oct/4th Nov Mobile Library 12:15pm Fen View Layby 

Tue 7th Oct/4th Nov Book Club 7:30pm Contact Pat Rigby 

Sun 5th Oct/2 Nov/7 Dec Welle Cinema 1:30pm 3 Holes Village Hall 

Mon 13th Oct/10th Nov Parish Council Meeting 7:30pm CCC 

Tue 14th Oct/11th Nov Women's Circle  CCC 

Tue 21st Oct/18th Nov Gardening Club 7pm CCC (call 01354 638230) 

Mon 13th Oct & alt.  Mon-
days 

Charity Bingo 
6pm for eyes down 
7pm 

3 Holes Village Hall 

Regular Weekly Events  

Monday Short Mat Bowls 7pmð9pm CCC 

Tuesday Hobby & Craft Club 10amð1pm CCC 

Sunday Car Boot Sale 8amð12pm Skylark Garden Centre 

Wednesday Chair Based Exercise 10amð10:50am CCC - 07880543821 

Thursday Cake, Coffee & Chat 1:30pmð3:30pm CCC 

Thursday Indoor Bowls 7pm 3 Holes Village Hall 

Thursday Car Boot Sale 9am onwards (buyers) Upwell Field 

Friday 
Christchurch Umbrella 
Breakfast 

9:30amð11:30am CCC 

Friday 
Purdy's Auction (drop off 
from 7:30am) 

6:15pm (viewing from 
noon) 

3 Holes Village Hall 

Saturday Bingo 5:30pm for 6:30pm 3 Holes Village Hall 

Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu Mobile Post Office 4:10pmð4:30pm Lay-by near Fen View 

Wed & Friday 
Upwell Town Youth     
Football 

5:30 pmð6:30pm 3 Holes Village Hall 

http://www.theheron.info
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Editorial 
 

Hello, and welcome to another edition of the Heron. Many of you will have seen the cover of the 
previous edition and wondered whether there would be any further editions, and I have to say that it did 
come close to being the last one. However, Danielle Carver bravely stepped forward to take up the 
position, and we have her to thank that the Heron is still going so a big welcome to her on the team. Of 
course a big thank you goes to Elaine Reed-Hughes for the excellent work she has done over the past 
few years in putting the Heron together (and making my life much easier in the process) but other 
commitments have made it increasingly difficult for her to spend the time, and she deserves a well 
earned rest (though she remains on the committees), and of course to the rest of the team ï we are all 
volunteers who think the Heron is a fantastic resource for the community, and hopefully will remain so 
for many years to come.  
 
Any stories that anyone has about the past history of the Village are most welcome ï it doesnôt have to 
be flowing prose, Iôm happy to work on it to put it into production, but there are a lot of interesting 
people in the village, and Iôm sure the rest of us would love to hear their stories. 
 
Almost out of the blue, Lucy Pye contacted me about defibrillator training ï I have attended one of the 
courses that Lucy has run previously. This equipment (there are 4 in the village, one of which is 
awaiting a new home) can, and has saved lives, and itôs worth attending training on CPR and the use of 
the defibrillator.  
 
Lucy has kindly offered to run 2 sessions, which will be held on 27

th
 October, please consider attending 

ï details are elsewhere in the magazine, and also on the local Facebook group.  
 

Clive 

Copy Deadline - The deadline for copy for the 
edition of the Heron is  

Do you know someone who would like to receive a Heron each month, who doesnôt live in the village?  
Contact us at adverts@theheron.info and we will send them a subscription form.  

 
The cost is Ã15.00 for 6 editions (including P&P).  

EDITORIAL TEAM:  

Editorial Team Leader - Clive Benjamin - editor@theheron.info   

Editorial Team Members: Elaine Reed-Hughes, Pat Rigby, Tracy Giles-Benjamin, Kay Miller, Danielle Carver 

Treasurer, Advertising Manager - Elaine Reed-Hughes - adverts@theheron.info Tel: 01354 638310  

Deliveries Manager - Clive Benjamin Tel: 07767 872810  

SupportãLewis Bennett (IT), the Delivery & Postal Team, Publishers and Printers  

General Queries - enquiries@theheron.info Website: www.theheron.info 
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Help us keep people safe this Bonfire Night! 
 

We want to encourage families to attend organised fireworks displays 
to ensure our communities stay safe while enjoying the fireworks  
celebrations. We hope to include as many displays as possible to offer 

people the closest options to their home. 
 

Please let us know about any planned firework displays taking place in and around your area for us to 
include in our map of organised displays. The map will feature on our website and across our social 
media channels.   
 

Stay fire safe in your kitchen: 
More than half the fires crews attend in the home start in the kitchen. This can be down to a number of 
things. Below are some simple safety tips to help you stay fire safe in the kitchen: 

¶ Avoid leaving children in the kitchen alone when cooking on the hob. Keep matches and saucepan 
handles out of their reach to keep them safe. 

¶ Take care if youôre wearing loose clothing ï this can easily catch fire. 

¶ Keep tea towels and cloths away from the cooker and hob. 

¶ Double check the cooker is off when youôve finished cooking. 

¶ Don't store items on top of hobs. 

¶ Take care if you need to leave the kitchen whilst cooking, take pans off the heat or turn them down 
to avoid risk. 

¶ Make sure saucepan handles donôt stick out ï so they donôt get knocked off the stove. 

¶ Keep electrics (leads and appliances) away from water. 

¶ Check toasters are clean and placed away from curtains and kitchen rolls. 

¶ Keep the oven, hob and grill clean and in good working order. A build-up of fat and grease can ignite 
a fire. 
 

Come along to one of our Older Driver Workshops: 
We are hosting a series of Older Driver Workshops throughout October and November. These are free 
sessions designed for those over 65 and currently driving, to help them keep driving safely for longer. 
We discuss how driving can become more challenging as we get older, and what simple checks we can 
do at home to keep ourselves fit to drive. 
 

This interactive, two-hour session covers the following topics: 

¶ Age-related changes when driving 

¶ Eyesight and driving 

¶ Conducting a vehicle check 

¶ License renewal 

¶ Signs to be aware of 

¶ Alternatives to driving 
 

Visit our website (https://bit.ly/4n4hBoG) to find out more and book your place  
 

Get your chimney swept and keep your home fire safe! 
The Service attends around 50 fires a year involving chimneys, most of which could be avoided by 
following some simple safety tips: 

¶ Appoint a skilled and technically competent chimney engineer. To find your nearest local HETAS  
Approved Chimney Sweep visit: https://www.hetas.co.uk/find-chimney-sweep/ 

¶ Keep the flue shafts clear and ensure they are well maintained 

¶ Only use properly treated wood to build a fire 

¶ Always use a fireguard to protect against flying sparks from hot embers ï make sure embers are 
properly put out before you go to bed. 

 

We always advise getting your chimney swept at least once a year, preferably before lighting it for the 
first time when the cold weather arrives. There could be a buildup of debris thatôs accumulated over the 
year, which can be set alight when heating the home and could cause a significant fire. Some will also 
be looking at using a chimney for the first time, that may not have been used for many years. It is really 
important to make sure it is swept and inspect the brickwork before lighting it for the first time.  
 

For more information log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk, follow us on social media or call 01480 444500. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.cambsfire.gov.uk%2F%3Futm_content=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_name=%26utm_source=govdelivery%26utm_term=/1/01010199587f93a4-d7bfb7c8-347c-44bf-9906-93ea2163b15d-000000/fNeaElD829_rHzi35FUtossDtngxh5qS0ZScR8iiUh
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Is your landline your lifeline? 
 

Do you rely on a personal alarm or telecare device? 
 
Itôs important to check how the Digital Switchover will affect you, especially if you also rely on personal 
alarms or telecare devices (like fall detectors or lifelines), which may stop working.  
For many, the change will be simple. All you will have to do is plug your landline phone into a broad-
band router instead of a traditional phone socket. But if you donôt have an internet connection at home, 
or if you rely on your landline every day, this change might affect you more. 
 
3 things you can do now to prepare for the Digital Switchover: 
 

1. Call your phone company ï Ask if the change affects your phone line or any connected   
devices. Ask to speak to customer services and use the number on your most recent bill. 

2. Ask for help if you need it ï A trusted friend, family member or neighbour can help you 
make the call to your phone provider or speak to your provider on your behalf. 

3. Watch out for scams ï Your phone provider will not ask for money upfront. If something 
doesnôt feel right, hang up and call the official number. 

 
The good news is landlines are not going away, you can usually keep your existing phone and number, 
and itôs the responsibility of your phone company to guide you through the process. 
 
We know that for many people, the landline is more than just a phone - it's a lifeline. Thatôs why  
Connecting Cambridgeshire is here to help make sure no one is left behind. 
 
Donôt wait - call your phone provider today. 
 
Local libraries and community champions providing information hubs for vulnerable residents 
Recognising that older and more vulnerable residents are best supported in trusted, community 
locations, libraries are acting as information hubs for the campaign. Every library, including community 
and mobile libraries in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough have free printed 
information available about the Digital Switchover. Particularly vulnerable 
residents, for whom their landline is a lifeline, should ask for a copy of the 
leaflet ñPrepare for the Digital Switchover in 3 easy stepsò.  
 
For more information, visit: www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/
digitalswitchover or scan the QR code.  
 
*Deadline confirmed by Openreach at time of publication. 

Landlines are changing. By January 2027*,  
traditional landlines will be upgraded with  
digital technology. 
 

This national upgrade is known as the  
Digital Switchover and will mean that  
landline calls will be made over the internet  
instead of the old telephone network. 
 
Telephone providers are responsible for 
switching customers to the upgraded  
service, but everyone is encouraged to 
check if and how the change will affect them. 
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PC Snippets 
Here are the extracts from the latest PC meeting (apologies if Iôve missed anything). Full meeting 
minutes for past meetings can be found at: http://www.christchurchparishcouncil.org.uk/minutes/ 
 

¶ Canon Mark Collinson gave an update on the Church Restoration ï group sub committee of Parochial 
Church Council, should have a plan with final sign off Sept 2025. 
¶ Clarion Community garden, this is some spare land on the Hill - suggestions for the use of this land 
were discussed. 
¶ FDC ï infrastructure delivery plan ï possibly suggest that the local bin lorries map out mobile signal 
strength (as happens in Norfolk). 
¶ Defibs to be registered with the National database. 
¶ CCC revaluation in progress for insurance purposes. 
¶ Parking outside Townley School ï to be chased up. 
¶ Speed signs batteries to be replaced. 
¶ Police report ï going forward, there will be a regular neighbourhood model, with regular local meetings 
and visits. 
¶ Cllr Fowler reported that there is another survey due out regarding the North/South reorganisation. 
¶ Cllr Roy reported that a meeting had been held to show people how to use a defibrillator, and was 
hoping to arrange one locally (but see elsewhere regarding this). 
¶ NHS vaccinations to be offered at a community hub. 
¶ A new system for reporting potholes was due to go live on 22

nd
 September. 

¶ 25
th
 October, there will be a road closure on Crown Road running outside the school. 

¶ 10
th
 November ï 19

th
 December ï Fifty Road to be closed for water mains works. 

¶ Sixteen Foot road ï numerous comments were made on the state of the road, but there is no capital 
budget to repair the road. 
¶ Nature Park ï has been ploughed and large branches chipped and removed, cleared ready for next 
weed treatment. 
¶ Village Centre regeneration ï Highways have confirmed the area involved, so this can now be taken 
forward. 
¶ Jacobs Corner ï no markings as expected (but by now, this should be resolved, this was done in 2 
stages). 
¶ Wayside Estate safety scheme ï awaiting decision, but if successful, will be implemented by end of 
2026. 
¶ Santa Run ï will take place again this year, date to be confirmed. 
¶ Next meeting ï Monday 13

th
 October. 

A new chief constable has been announced 

Police and Crime Commissioner Darryl Preston appointed Simon  
Megicks as chief constable for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
following a unanimous vote by the county's Police and Crime Panel. He 
is currently deputy chief constable in Norfolk and he will replace Nick 
Dean who is stepping down after seven years at the end of September. 
 

Megicks, who was born in Cambridgeshire and lives in Huntingdonshire, 
said he was "honoured" to take up the position and "looks forward" to 
improving community safety. He began his police service in Cambridge in 1996 and worked across the 
entire county, including Huntingdonshire and Peterborough, before returning to Cambridge as  
superintendent, leading a new approach to neighbourhood policing. 
 

As a senior detective, he also led public protection and worked with many local partners in ensuring 
the safety of children and other vulnerable people in the county. Megicks said: "I am honoured and 
privileged to have been confirmed as the new chief constable. I started my career here and have  
confidence in colleagues, many who I remember, to support me in delivering the policing service the 
public expect and need. 
 

"I look forward to joining the commissioner and partners to continue improve community safety and the 
quality of life for local residents and those who visit the county." 
Preston said: "As a local man, Simon is well placed to understand the needs of our communities and 
has all the passion and determination to deliver the best possible service for residents. 
 
From BBC News 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9wg2545kp8o
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Church News 
 
  

Services in the Benefice in October: 
 
All services are at 10.30 unless otherwise 
stated. 
 
5th October  
Christchurch Harvest 
Doddington Holy Communion 
 

12th October 
Manea Holy Communion 
Wimblington Morning Prayer 
Benwick Holy Communion 3pm 
 

19
th
 October 
Christchurch Holy Communion 
Doddington Morning Prayer 
 

26
th
 October 
Manea Morning Prayer 
Wimblington Holy Communion 
Welney Holy Communion 3pm 

9th November - Remembrance services 
 
Benwick - 10.15 
Wimblington - 10.30 
Doddington - 10.30 
Christchurch - 10.45 in the church yard 
Welney - 10.45 
Manea 3pm 

The organ has been dismantled and stored for 
safekeeping to protect it from falling  

plaster. It will be restored and reassembled 
when repair works on the church are  

complete. 

Harvest Supper 
Saturday 11

th
 October 6.30pm 

 
Christchurch Community Centre 

 
Sharing platter of meats, cheese, eggs and 

salad served with new potatoes. 
Various desserts 

 
Musical entertainment and a raffle. 

 
Ã12.50 per person 

Christmas Card Making Workshop 
Saturday 25

th
 October 11.30am ï 4pm 

 
Christchurch Community Centre 

 
Ã15 per person (includes all materials and 

lunch). 
 

To book and pay contact Helen on: 
07702 225259 

Bonfire Bingo 
Saturday 8

th
 November 3pm 

 
An afternoon of prize bingo followed by 

a bonfire themed Supper 
 Ã9 per person 

 
To book and pay contact Helen on: 

07702 225259  

Day Trip to Ickworth Estate 
Thursday November 20

th
 9.30am ï 4.30pm 

 
November Nostalgia  

(how they prepared for Christmas in the 
1930s) 

National Trust Members Ã5 
Non-members Ã7.50 

 
To book and pay contact Helen on: 

07702 225259 

Update from the Church Renovation  
Committee: 

 
The renovation committee has begun the  
procurement process to appoint an Architect. 

 
Any accredited consultants interested in  
applying, can contact the committee at: 
churchofchristrenovations@gmail.com  
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Looking for somewhere to go?  
Whatõs on in October and November 

 

What When Where 

Apple and Harvest Fayre 2025 - Celebrating 25 
years. Free to attend and free parking. 

Saturday 11th October and 
Sunday 12th October. 

Palace Green Ely & 
Cross Green. 

Wimblington Afternoon Tea with  
Entertainment by the Fabulous Back Two.  
Tickets Ã20 per person. Welcome to bring your 
own alcohol.  
Julie -  07931 619498 
Nicky - 07745 390271 
Let them know any dietary requirements and  
allergies at time of booking. 

Sunday 19th October. 
Doors open 2pm - 5pm. 

Wimblington Parish 
Hall, Addison Road, 
Wimblington, March 
PE15 0QT. 

Skylarkôs Evening Pumpkin Picking &  
Carving, Live Music and Fire Show. 
Under 2s free with paying adult. 

Friday 24
th
 October to 

Sunday 26
th
 October. 

Skylark Garden 
Centre, Manea Road,  
Wimblington, 
PE150PE. 

Fenland Farmers Family Friendly Halloween 
Disco 
Prizes for best fancy dress. 
Tickets available at Cassanos, Fen View Motors 
and Coles Sandwich Bar. 
Adults - Ã10, children under 16 - Ã5. 

Saturday 25
th
 October starts 

6pm until late (children only 
allowed until 9pm due to  
licensing laws). 

Cassanos, High 
Street, March. 

Defibrillator and CPR training 
Free (voluntary donation to MAGPAS welcome) 
Please text Clive to let him know if you are  
attending on 07767 872810 or  
editor@theheron.info  

Monday 27
th
 October. 

6pm & 7:30pm. 
Christchurch 
Community Centre. 

March Scouts Fireworks  
Under 3s go free. Advance: Adults - Ã6, Child - Ã5 
On the gate: Adults - Ã7, Child - Ã6. 

Saturday November 1
st. 

Gates Open 5:30pm. 
March Town Cricket 
Club. 

Remembrance Sunday 
10:45 in the Church yard at Christchurch 
Church. 

Sunday 9th November. All local villages & 
towns. 

Ely Christmas Fayre and Food Fair 
Exclusive shopping evening on Wednesday 19th 
November. 
Booking via https://www.elycathedral.org/plan-
your-visit/christmas-fair 

Thursday 20th November to 
Saturday 22nd November. 

Ely Cathedral. 

Skylark Christmas Market & Craft Fayre 
Free parking and free entry. 

Saturday 29th November 
and 6th December. 
10 - 4pm both days. 

Skylark Garden  
Centre, Manea Road,  
Wimblington, 
PE150PE. 

March Christmas Market 
for details, see: 
https://www.fenland.gov.uk/article/16019/March-
Christmas-Market 

Sunday 7th December. March Town Centre. 
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 TOWNLEY SCHOOL AND N URSERY  
 
Christchurch, Wisbech, Cambs. PE14 9NA 
office@townley.cambs.sch.uk 
Website: www.townley.cambs.sch.uk  
01354 638229 

FacebookðTownley School 

and Nursery 

 September 2025 

Remember that our website 
has lots more information about 
school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 
 

  

We are about to launch our exciting new project to make our playtimes even better, in conjunction 
with Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) CIC. In 2018, OPAL won the best active schoolsô  
programme in Europe award and has been cited in two parliamentary reports as delivering  
outstanding practice. OPAL is working closely with Sport England to promote more active childhoods, 
which is one of the many reasons we are improving our playtime, as well as to improve opportunities 
for socialisation, cooperation, coordination, resilience, creativity, imagination and enjoyment for your 
child.   
  

We strongly believe that: ñPlay is freely chosen, personally directed, intrinsically motivated  
behaviour that actively engages the child. Play can be fun or serious. Through play children 
explore social, material and imaginary worlds and their relationship with them, elaborating all 
the while a flexible range of responses to the challenges they encounter. By playing, children 
learn and develop as individuals, and as members of the community.ò (Childrenôs Play Council 
2001).  
  

The project will start in October and our hopes are that it will change the way we think and how 
we play together. To facilitate this project, we will need to buy some new resources, move some 
things around on the playground and require some loose parts. Loose parts are any materials that 
can be easily moved, combined, and incorporated into children's free play. We would be very grateful 
for donations ï you can drop them off at school or we can arrange collection. The items we are  
looking for will enable us to enjoy a wider range of play experiences during playtime (see below for 
some examples):  
  

¶ Suitcases of any size and type   
¶ Anything on wheels/castors  
¶ Plastic milk crates/supermarket delivery crates/plastic bread trays  
¶ Briefcases, especially hard cased ones  
¶ Road signs and cones  
¶ Kitchen pots, pans, baking trays, work tables, wooden spoons, chopping 

boards 
¶ Tools like small spades/shovels, trowels and brooms  
¶ Tubes of various sizes and various materials  
¶ Buckets  
¶ Nets and thick ropes  
¶ Keyboards/torches/laptops/calculators/mobile phones/desk phones/webcams/cameras that no 

longer work  
¶ Fabric (large sheets/brightly coloured fabric)  
¶ Foam sheets/bodyboards/camping roll mats/yoga mats  
¶ Wooden pallets   
¶ Metal frames  
¶ Cable drums  
¶ Guttering  
¶ Noodles (the type you use in the swimming pool!)  
¶ Hats/scarves/jazzy shirts/elasticated skirts/waistcoats/wedding dresses/character costumes  
¶ Pegs (to help to set up dens)  
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Stonea Camp 
 

Unearthing History: The Potter Brothers, Bronze Age Barrows, and the Secrets of Stonea - In the 
flat, windswept heart of Cambridgeshire, Stonea Camp, a site that, at first glance, might seem an 
unassuming cluster of earthworks, houses a low-lying hillfort and marshy fens, centuries of human 
history lie buried, Bronze Age burials, Iron Age fortifications, Roman towers, and evidence of conflict. 
Throughout it all, a remarkable cast of archaeologistsðChris and Tim Potter, followed by Tim Malim 
have helped unravel Stoneaôs secrets. This is the story of two brothers, their local roots, a mysterious 
Bronze Age barrow, and a later wave of archaeological restoration, all aimed at revealing the rich 
tapestry of prehistory and antiquity. 
 

A Legacy Begins: From Cedric to Chris and Tim Potter - The intellectual journey started at home. 
Cedric Potter, the respected Headmaster of March Grammar School, and later Neale Wade Grammar 
instilled a love of history and classical learning into his two sons. Christopher óChrisô Potter, the eldest, 
who was a Cambridge classicist and hands-on digger, while Timothy óTim,ô born in 1944, followed in his 
brotherôs footsteps, switching from History to Archaeology and Anthropology at Trinity College, 
Cambridge. Chris graduated with top honours in Classics and led local digs around the Fens in the 
1950s and 1960s. These early excavations, especially at Grandford were where he first taught Tim how 
to dig, record, and interpret the past. That foundational mentorship laid the groundwork for Timôs own 
celebrated career. 
 

Unearthing the Bronze Age Barrow (1961ï62) - Before Stoneaôs Iron Age hillfort ever grabbed head-
lines, a Bronze Age barrow to the east offered a window into an even older past. 
In 1961ï62, archaeologists partially excavated a bowl barrow situated roughly 100 metres east of 
Stoneaôs outer ramparts. They found graves arranged in at least three construction phases: 

¶ A female cremation (aged 30ï40) in a 0.7m. deep pit, accompanied by amber and jet beads sourced 
from the Baltic, valuable, long distance trade items. 

¶ A near contemporary male cremation (aged 20ï25), placed in an urn and sealed with pyre remains.  
Below the mound was a late Neolithic layer, complete with rough stake holes and pottery fragments,  
indicating pre-barrow domestic activity. Overall, the barrow underscored the long history of ritual and 
settlement on Stonea Island, making it a hub of communal activity long before the Iron Age.  
 

Tim Potterôs Stonea Excavations (1980ï85) - Two decades later, Tim Potter, now a British Museum 
archaeologist with a PhD in Italian landscape archaeology, turned his focus to Stonea Camp. 
From 1980 to 1985, in partnership with R.P.J. Jackson, he led one of the most extensive regional digs of 
an Iron Age hillfort and a neighbouring Roman site. The 749-page monograph (Excavations at Stonea, 
Cambridgeshire 1980ï85, 1996) remains a landmark in British archaeology.   
Key discoveries included: 

¶ A multivallate fort with multiple banks and ditches, typical of late Iron Age defensive architecture. 

¶ Human remains bearing signs of violent death, adults and a child with sword cuts, tangible, grim  
evidence of conflict.  
 

A Roman tower at Stonea Grange, multi-storey, equipped with painted plaster, a hypocaust, glass,  
amphorae, and administrative tools, suggesting regional Roman control and frontier management.  
Finds from both sites, pottery, glass, amphora fragments, skeletal remains, found a permanent home in 
the British Museum, with some items even bearing the label ñStonea Grangeò to preserve their  
archaeological context. 
 

Tim Malimôs Restoration and Earthwork Focus (1990ï91) - In the early 1990s, archaeologist Tim 
Malim led a follow-up campaign aimed at protecting Stoneaôs fragile earthworks. Funded jointly by Ox-
ford Archaeology (via CAMARC) and Cambridgeshire County Council, this campaign involved: 

¶ Excavating the infilled banks and ditches (visible from crop and soil marks), revealing waterlogged  
basal fills rich in organic remains. 

¶ Recovering adult and child skeletons, including a 4-year old child with two sword cuts, evidence 
reinforcing the siteôs violent episodes.  
 

A careful restoration project (1991), where infill was removed and soil used to rebuild banks, returning 
Stoneaôs visible profile to its 1940s-era form. 
 
Malimôs work was crucial in safeguarding the structure and extending the siteôs archaeological narrative, 
linking it closely to the earlier Potter-led investigations. 
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Why Their Work Mattered: 
 

Rewriting Fenland Prehistory - from Neolithic occupation to Bronze Age burial and Iron Age  
fortification Stonea emerged as a palimpsest of human activity across millennia. 
 

Defining Iron Age Warfare - Tim Potter and Malimôs excavations, revealing skeletons wounded by 
swords, provided the first physical evidence of Roman military action in the Fens.  
 

Revealing Roman Frontier Policy - the administrative tower at Stonea Grange showed that Rome was 
not only consolidating territory, but it was building infrastructure, planning landscape drainage, and  
instilling imperial authority deep into the Fenland marshes. 
 

Committing to Conservation - through excavation, restoration, and publication, the combined Potterï
Malim era secured Stoneaôs structures, protected the site as a scheduled monument, and preserved its 
legacy for future study. 
 

The Broader Archaeological Legacy: 

¶ Chris Potter, though not involved in the later digs, left an enduring legacy by teaching field skills to 
Tim and championing local archaeology. 

¶ Tim Potter bridged Mediterranean and British fieldwork. His leadership at the British Museum 
ensured that Stoneaôs discoveries were integrated into public exhibitions and scholarly debate. 
 

Tim Malimôs work protected the physical site, adding layers of environmental and osteological detail that 
enriched the excavationôs existing narrative. Together, their efforts transformed Stonea from a bunch of 
earthen banks into a complex historical archive spanning four millennia. 
 
Today, Stonea Camp offers visitors a layered glimpse into Cambridgeshireôs distant past. Interpretation 
boards, carefully restored earthworks, and museum collections all reflect the dedication of the  
archaeologists involved. 
 

From Cedricôs classroom to Chrisôs trenches, from Tim Potterôs scholarly direction to Tim Malimôs  
restorative compass, Stonea shines as a case study of local commitment and international expertise. It 
stands as a testament to family, scholarship, and the enduring power of archaeology, proving that even 
low hills in the English fen are rich with stories worth digging for. 
 

The story of Stonea continues, rooted in Bronze Age burials, Iron Age forts, and Roman towers,  
excavated, interpreted, and safeguarded by a remarkable community of archaeologists. And the next 
chapter, ever waiting beneath the soil, promises just as much revelation. 
 

If you would like to know more about Stonea Camp, or would like information on forthcoming open days 

at the site, a presentation or guided tour, please email, Heritage, Culture & Community (HCC) Stonea 

at hccstonea@gmail.com or follow our Facebook page, https://facebook.com/hccstoneacambs, or our  

Instagram page, https://www.instagram.com/hcc_stonea, we would be delighted to assist.  

  

Amanda Carlin ï Chairman HCC Stonea.  

mailto:hccstonea@gmail.com
https://facebook.com/hccstoneacambs
https://www.instagram.com/hcc_stonea
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Puzzler - Song titles 
 

Answers are on page 16! 

 

Christchurch Hobby and 
Craft Club  

Every Tuesday 
10.00 AM- 1.00 PM 

Christchurch Community Centre  
  

We now have more than 20 members at our club, 
with a whole range of different crafts being  
enjoyed.  But not only do we enjoy our crafts, but we 
also enjoy each other's company as well as picking 
up a few tips from likeminded crafters. 
 

We meet from 10.00am until 1.00pm, first week free 
and then the cost is Ã3 per week or Ã10 per month, 
plus Ã1 per week for lunch. Just come along.  
You will be made very welcome, I'm sure. 
 

In addition to this, we can also offer a Working with Stained Glass 
Course over 4 weeks for a charge of Ã85. However, places are limited. 
Please contact  me for further details if you are interested.  
 

Janet Harper  07941 465319 
 

A few examples of some of the things our members enjoy doing at our 
Tuesday morning Hobbies & Craft Club. 

мΦ A work in progress, first stained glass, piece by our newest member 
Olivia 
2. Lacemaking by Liz 
3. Necklace by Michelle 
4. And a coloured pencil study by Julie 

Christchurch Womenõs 
Circle 

Christchurch Community Centre - 7pm 
 

Our September meeting members enjoyed 
making a Poppy of Remembrance ï Knitted, Felt 
or Crocheted with all mediums available to try.  
 

Our Cake Stall at the recent Car Show raised 
Ã140 for club funds, thank you to all our bakers, 
helpers and supporters. Winner of how many 
Sweets were in the bag ï Relation to Gwyneth 
Miller ï Christchurch. Winners Guess the Number 
of the Tin - Melanie from Upwell, Graham and 
Peggy Warby ï Christchurch. 
 

Tuesday October 14
th

 
Speaker ï Linda Jack on Pollockôs Toy Theatre, 
Covent Garden, London. Linda is a descendant of 
the family and will be sharing her memories and 
the history with us. Competition ï Halloween 
related. 
 

Tuesday November 11
th
  

Getting ready for the festive Season making a 
Festive Door Wreath with many components 
available, but you are welcome to bring your own 
too. Competition- Firework related but no real 
Fireworks!!! 
 

Just an update on this new Womenôs group in 
Christchurch. We have been up and running for 6 
months and have tried and will continue to strive 
to provide a welcoming and friendly environment 
for women to come and listen to interesting 
speakers, gain knowledge on all kinds of subjects 
and enjoy company in a relaxed atmosphere. 
 
The committee is working hard to keep members 
informed with as little formality as 
possible. If you have any 
suggestions on how we can 
improve please come and join us 
for an evening and share your 
ideas. Visitors Ã3.00. 
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Christchurch Book Club 
 
August's book My Brilliant Friend by Elena 
Terrance was about two young girls growing up in 
Italy and was very popular with the group. It was 
the first of a series of three books available. But 
Sky are showing films based on the books and 
many of the group have followed their story 
further. Which of the two girls was the brilliant 
friend is the question? 
 

September's book was very different. Blood 
Orange by Harriet Tyce. Set in the world of law, 
family relationships and keeping all those balls 
juggling when you are a working wife. A bit of a 
spicy book with lots of twists.  
 

October's book is a surprise.  
 
New members are always welcome. For some 
members of our book club, they prefer to read the 
book electronically rather than a physical book. It's 
a personal preference.  
 

The club meets the first Tuesday of every month. 
 
Our next meetings are Tuesday 7th October and 
Tuesday November 4th starting at 7.30 pm. 
 

Any further details required please contact: 

Gwyneth Miller 07921 529065. 

Christchurch 
Gardening Club 
ñOld Dogs, New Tricksò 

 

Itôs thankfully a rare occurrence 
when a speaker who was booked to address the 
meeting pulls out, but that is what happened in 
August. Thankfully I had already set up access to 
an online organisation that provides gardening 
experts talking on various related subjects, so by 
using the Community Centre Wi-Fi and large 
screen, the meeting went ahead as planned. A 
first for the club and a valuable safety net for 
future unforeseen problems. 
 

September 19
th
 saw the arrival at the club of 

Karen Macavie with her talk entitled ñOne Wild 
Womanò. Karen, who is the organiser of many 
events for various organisations involved in 
nature, gave us an insight on her ability to 
commune with nature and wild untamed animals. 
An encounter with a large fox in a carpark was 
one example of her connection with wildlife. An 
unusual but fascinating view of the world around 
us that kept the members entertained for over an 
hour. 
 

Next month on Tuesday 21
st
 October we have the 

return of David Reeve who will be talking about 
protecting the Royals (part two) David has been to 
the club twice before and is always an engaging 
raconteur, so this is bound to be an interesting 
and fun evening. 
 

Non-members are welcome just come along on 
the night where you can also join and become a 
member. For further details call 01354638230. 
 
Steve 

Magpie Centre The Magpie Centre Celebrates Funding Boost 
 

The Magpie Centre, home of West Norfolk RDA, has received a Ã57,109 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) grant from the Borough Council of Kingôs 
Lynn & West Norfolk to refurbish its outdoor arena. 
Work, carried out by local firm AB Equestrian Fencing and Groundwork Ltd, 
includes a brand-new 930mĮ all-weather riding surface, new fencing, gates, 
and a high-quality sand and fibre surface. The project is due for completion 
this week. 
 

The arena is central to rider development at the Centre, supporting lessons, 
dressage training, and Pony Club events. It has helped many riders progress 
to regional and even national RDA championships. 
 

Trustee Scilla Ash said: ñWe are extremely grateful for this funding, which 
allows us to make a long-term investment in the future of our riders.ò 
 

The Magpie Centre continues to provide life-changing opportunities for children and adults with 
disabilities across West Norfolk. 
 

Contact Us: Magpie Centre Wallington Hall, South Runcton, PE33 0EP, 01553 810202 
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Indoor Short Mat Bowls 
 

Meets every Monday 7-9pm at Christchurch 
Community Centre. 

 
ALL WELCOME! (Spare bowls available to 

loan.) 
 

For further details call Hazel Spry on  
07768 648619. 

Fans flock to townõs first Golden Goose Awards 
 

Beverly Hills has the Golden Globes, Los Angeles has the Oscars, but it 
is a ceremony in a Cambridgeshire town that has had local celebrities all 
in a flap. People flocked to the inaugural Golden Goose Awards at the 
Acre pub in March to honour the town's most popular feathered friends. 
 

Over the last few years, a flock of white domestic geese have become 
real celebrities; using zebra crossings and waddling into shops. March 
resident Chrissie Fadipe helped organise the awards, which gave out 

prizes to photographers for pictures of the geese on 11 September. Their work will ultimately appear in 
a 2026 calendar on sale in the winter. 
 

The geese made an appearance in the pub's car park on the night of 
the ceremony. "Our geese have had a meteoric rise; they have been 
featured in articles all across media outlets," said Mrs Fadipe. She 
started by inviting people to submit photographs of the geese and she 
plans to sell 800 calendars at Ã5 each. 
 

She ultimately hopes to raise Ã4,000 for two local animal charities  - 
the Waterfowl Sanctuary in Godmanchester near Huntingdon, 
and Sallyôs Duck Rescue in Wisbech, but that fundraising target will likely be surpassed because of pre-
order demands. Businesses have sponsored the calendar and the prizes, which included a free MOT 
and kayak lessons. Mrs Fadipe said a children's book and a colouring book were in the pipeline for next 
year. 

 

"I did not have this on my bingo card for 2025 - to be an unofficial celebrity 
agent for a gaggle of geese," said Ms Fadipe. "People have just fallen in love 
with them. With all the doom and gloom in the world, these geese have just 
brought so much joy to people." 
 

Mrs Fadipe says she is not sure that the Golden Goose Awards will return next 
year. "I think it is a one-off situation; about 60 or 70 people came out to see the 

event, and it was a brilliant atmosphere," she said. "Winners told me their winning photo will take pride 
of place in their home. People were really thrilled to have won and they just love the geese." 
 
From BBC News, Images from Mark Howe Photography 

Puzzler Answers 
 

1 - Summertime Sadness (Lana Del Rey)  
2 - Titanium (David Guetta/Sia)  
3 - Toxic (Britney Spears)  
4 - Take on Me (A-ha)  
5 - All Shook Up (Elvis)  
6 - American Pie (Don McLean)  
7 - Cars (The Pleasure Principle)  
8 - A Little Respect (Erasure)  
9 - Heart of Gold (Neil Young)  
10 - Poker Face (Lady Gaga)  
11 - Bad Habits (Ed Sheeran)  
12 - Shape of You (Ed Sheeran)  
13 - Rock Around the Clock (Bill Haley &  
       His Comets)  
14 - The Only Way Is Up (Yazz)  
15 - Too Shy (Kajagoogoo)  
16 - Six Feet Under (The Weekend)  
17 - Three Little Birds (Bob Marley)  
18 - 10,000 hours (Justin Bieber)  
19 - Push It (Salt-n-Pepa)  
20 - Killing In the Name (Rage Against the Machine) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8x5exgjzlxo
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645 Services Ltd  
For your complete Oil Services                                            

 
Registered Office: 12/13 The Crescent, Wisbech, 

Cambs PE13 1EH ï Director: B E Easey 
Company Registration Number: 07872493   

 VAT Number: 126 5422 30 

For a competitive oil quote, for 
delivery in the village and 

surrounding area, (Outwell, Upwell, 
Tipps End, Welney) please call 645 

Servicesô local  
Representative, Elaine, on 01354 
638310 or 07803 178824  
(office hours only please)  

or Email: elaine@645services.co.uk 
 

We will always try and be the best 
price around - with local deliveries 
scheduled for most weeks 
throughout the month. 


